
 

 

2020-21 FALL SCHEDULE UPDATE 
Q&A 

 
How was the schedule constructed and what flexibility has been built into it? 

• This schedule gives the Conference the greatest flexibility to make quick decisions in real-time based on the most current 
medical advice and the fluid nature of the pandemic 

o Games can be collapsed into bye weeks, with a uniform bye week on Nov. 28 
o Cross-division games are currently scheduled for all schools in Week 1 (Sept. 5) and Week 12 (Nov. 21) 
o Schedule provides ability to move the start of the season back to Sept. 12, 19 or 26 through strategic sequencing  

• The schedule is structured such that all 70 games can be rescheduled on or before Nov. 28, while 41 of 70 games can be 
rescheduled on or before Nov. 21 if the season starts on the weekend of Sept. 5 

o All games in Weeks 1 or 2 can move to the weekend of Nov. 28, as needed, and 7 of 14 games in those two weeks 
can be collapsed into one or both existing bye weeks 

o All 14 games in Weeks 3 or 4 can collapse into Weeks 5-7, and 9 of those games can be collapsed into both existing 
bye weeks 

o The entirety of Week 10 can collapse into Week 11 
• The Big Ten Football Championship Game remains scheduled for Dec. 5 at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, though it could 

be moved as late as Dec. 19 
 
Does releasing a football schedule mean you are confident that the season will take place? 

• While the Big Ten Conference remains hopeful for a September 2020 start in all fall sports, including football, issuing a 
schedule does not guarantee that competition will occur 

• In making this announcement, the Conference acknowledges that there is much work to be done on our campuses, in our 
communities and across the country to gain control of a virus that continues to spread at an alarming rate 

 
What if someone does not feel safe participating in intercollegiate athletics this fall? 

• We cannot emphasize enough that supporting all of our student-athletes is always on our minds, especially during this 
challenging time 

• Participation at any time throughout the 2020 summer and/or the 2020-21 academic year is optional 
• If any student-athlete believes that the safest place to be is at home, then that is exactly where we want them to be 

 
If someone chooses not to participate this fall, what impact will that have on their eligibility? 

• We realize this is a critical issue amongst the many issues that exist right now  
• Decisions regarding the impact on future eligibility or team financial aid limits will be addressed at a later date 

 
How did you determine your medical policies and protocols and what do they include? 

• Working with the Big Ten Task Force for Emerging Infectious Diseases (Task Force) and the Big Ten Sports Medicine 
Committee (Committee), the Big Ten Conference released its medical policies and protocols for all sports on the specific 
topics of testing requirements, and quarantine and isolation 

• These protocols, which go into effect at the start of the competitive season and complement local protocols already in 
place at the institutional level, serve to provide specific requirements, in addition to considerations that have previously 
been developed by the Task Force, the A5 Medical Advisory Group and the NCAA 

• Testing will be managed by a third-party laboratory to ensure consistency across the Conference 
• Due to the rapidly evolving nature of the pandemic, protocols will be updated consistently as new information becomes 

available 
• Currently required testing for the SARS-CoV-2 virus, as outlined in the protocol, is polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing 
• Testing frequency is based on the level of contact risk within each sport and is required for student-athletes, as well as 

coaches and staff depending upon exposure to the student-athletes 
o Student-athletes who participate in a sport with a high risk of contact will have two PCR surveillance tests per 

week during the competitive season 
o All other student-athletes will have a minimum of one PCR surveillance test per week 

• Additional weekly testing requirements and alternative testing methods may be considered by the Conference or 
institutions this fall if sufficient data to support use develops 

 
 



 

 

On what days will football student-athletes be tested? 
• Currently the plan requires two surveillance tests per week, with one occurring early in the week and the second within 3 

days of competition 
 
What are the contact tracing protocols should there be a positive test within a team? 

• Plan and implementation should be in conjunction with public health and campus medical providers 
• Those with prolonged close contact (> 15 minutes within 6 feet) during the period of infectivity are considered close 

contacts and must be quarantined for 14 days, as required per current CDC guidelines, without the ability of testing out of 
quarantine during that time period 

 
Are you concerned that you will potentially be taking tests from others in your local communities who might need them more? 

• That is certainly part of our decision-making process and we have that sensitivity 
• The Conference is currently evaluating a partnership with external vendors that would utilize private supply chains in an 

effort to minimize the impact on capacity in each of our local communities 
 
Are you confident that you have secured enough testing supplies to complete your testing protocols?  

• Yes, we are confident in the current policies in place at the institutional level, combined with the plans for a Conference-
wide surveillance testing program. These policies and plans were made with the health, safety and wellness of our student-
athletes, coaches and staff at the forefront of our decision making 

 
What factors will be taken into account to determine if a game should be canceled? 

• Considerations may include: 
o A lack of ability to isolate new positive cases, or quarantine high contact risk cases of university students 
o Unavailability or inability to perform symptomatic, surveillance or pre-competition testing when warranted 
o Campus-wide or local community positivity test rates that are considered unsafe by local public health officials 
o Inability to perform adequate contact tracing consistent with governmental requirements or recommendations 
o Local public health officials state that there is an inability for the hospital infrastructure to accommodate a surge in 

COVID-related hospitalizations 
 
Why aren’t all of the traditional rivalry games being played on the final weekend of the season? 

• Certainly have great appreciation and sentiment towards those, but scheduling rivalry games on the final weekend of the 
season was less of a priority this year as flexibility and other parameters took precedence due to the pandemic 

• Divisional games, including most rivalry games, were scheduled earlier to provide additional rescheduling flexibility  
  
When will schedules be completed for fall sports other than football, as well as winter and spring sports? 

• Competition start dates for men’s and women’s cross country, field hockey, men’s and women’s soccer, and women’s 
volleyball have been postponed through at least Sept. 5 

• Conference-only schedules for these sports will be announced at a later date, as scheduling for these sports remains fluid 
• Decisions on winter and spring sports will continue to be evaluated 

 
What will happen if any of your schools do not have students on campus in the fall? 

• Our schools are in the process of making decisions that are in the best interests of their student bodies and university  
• As that information becomes available to us, we will process and determine the best path forward 

 
What is your response to the reports yesterday about Indiana football student-athlete Brady Feeney and his experience with 
COVID-19 (or any other student-athlete)? 

• Our thoughts and prayers are with Brady and his family 
• As we navigate this pandemic, the health, safety and wellness of our student-athletes are at the forefront of our decision 

making 
 
With numerous Big Ten programs such as Rutgers and Northwestern temporarily shutting down due to positive tests and Major 
League Baseball struggling with outbreaks on multiple teams, does that impact the likelihood of us competing this year? 

• These are the kinds of challenges that we are trying to navigate  
• We remain hopeful to compete this fall, but we will not do so if it cannot be done in a safe manner 

 



 

 

You have seen Major League Baseball try to operate outside of a bubble approach and have issues. At what point do you say this 
just won’t work? 

• We are monitoring all of the professional sports leagues and will continue to learn 
• We are looking at every element of returning to play in a very methodical way and we will continue to be agile and make 

decisions that we believe put our student-athletes’ safety as our first and foremost concern 
• If spread continues amongst our students despite our testing and quarantine protocols and other preventive measures, we 

are prepared not to play 
 
Do you anticipate a significant number of student-athletes following the lead of numerous NFL players and Big Ten student-
athletes Rashod Bateman and Ra’Von Bonner by sitting out this season? 

• We recognize that some student-athletes may not want to proceed with the upcoming season  
• These are very personal choices and we support everyone’s decisions 

 
What reaction do you have to the statement released by Pac-12 student-athletes? 

• We respect other conferences and student-athletes but our focus remains on the Big Ten and our student-athletes 
• Over the last several months, we have reinforced that a core pillar of the Big Ten Conference mission is to ensure that we 

educate, engage and empower our more than 9,500 student-athletes 
• We encourage our student-athletes to raise all of their concerns and as a Conference, we will work to address them  
• In June 2020, we formed the Big Ten Anti-Hate and Anti-Racism Coalition, which includes many Big Ten student-athletes 

and was formed specifically to give participants a forum to raise issues related to social injustice to facilitate change 
• Our Conference-wide protocols are another step in a process that we have been working on for the last several months 

 
 


