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BOYD CHERRY
Football, 1912–1914 

Columbus, Ohio native Boyd Cherry had a pair of 
impressive “firsts” in Ohio State football history: in 1913, 
he played on the first Buckeye team that competed in 
the Western Conference, which would later become the 
Big Ten Conference. An end, Cherry also earned the 
distinction of being the first Ohio State all-conference 
and All-America player, garnering those honors in 1914. 
Cherry was also a three-year letterman in basketball and a 
member of the baseball program, serving as team captain 
for both teams as a senior.

JIM FOSTER
Women’s Basketball Coach, 2002–2013

As head coach, Jim Foster put the women’s basketball 
program back on the map, making the NCAA Tournament in 
10 of his 11 seasons. Foster and the Buckeyes also enjoyed 
a run of six consecutive Big Ten Championships and four 
Big Ten Tournament titles. The Pennsylvania native also 
coached at Saint Joseph’s, Vanderbilt and Chattanooga 
where he amassed 903 career wins which currently ranks 
seventh in NCAA history. He is the only coach to take four 
different programs to the NCAA Tournament.

2019 INDUCTEES
HALL OF FAME

Ten new members were inducted into the Ohio State Athletics Hall of Fame last night. 
The Class of 2019 will be introduced to the public at halftime of today’s game vs. Cincinnati.
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JUSTIN FRY
Baseball, 1996–1999

Justin Fry was a dominant workhorse on the mound for 
the Buckeyes, holding the Ohio State career records for 
wins, innings pitched and strikeouts. He was named a First 
Team All-American and Big Ten Pitcher of the Year in 1999 
after posting an 11-2 record. He also was Big Ten Pitcher 
of the Year in 1997 following a 10-win season. Fry is one 
of three Buckeyes to post double-digit wins in multiple 
seasons and struck out at least 100 in three straight 
campaigns. He was drafted in the 26th Round of the 1999 
MLB Draft and played three years in the Philadelphia 
Phillies organization. 

AJ HAWK
Football, 2002–2005

A two-time All-American and one of the best defensive 
players in school history, AJ Hawk ended his career 
as the fifth-leading all-time tackler with 394 total stops. 
During a unanimous All-American season as a senior, 
he won the Lombardi Award and was the Big Ten 
Conference Defensive Player of the Year. A team co-
captain in 2005, Hawk played in all 14 games during 
Ohio State’s 2002 national championship season, won 
two Big Ten titles and his Buckeye teams were 4-0 in 
bowl games and 3-1 vs. Michigan.

STAN LYONS
Men’s Track and Field, 1956–1958

Stan Lyons was a four-time Big Ten pole vault champion 
and claimed the national championship in the event in 
1958. After his collegiate career, he went on to coach 
track & field and cross country at Butler University for 30 
seasons, where he led the Bulldogs to eight conference 
track and field titles and five league cross country crowns. 
In honor of Lyons, Butler’s first outdoor home meet is now 
called the “Butler Stan Lyons Invitational.”

THAD MATTA
Men’s Basketball Coach, 2005–2017

Thad Matta, the all-time leader in wins at Ohio State, 
spent 13 years guiding the men’s basketball Buckeyes. 
His defensive-minded teams won a total of nine Big 
Ten championships, including five regular-season titles. 
Under his guidance, Ohio State appeared in nine NCAA 
Tournaments and appeared in two Final Fours. Twelve 
of his teams won at least 20 games and three squads 
reached the 30-win plateau.  

MIKE NUGENT
Football, 2001–2004

A Big Ten and National Champion, Mike Nugent rewrote 
the Ohio State football record books. When his career 
concluded, Nugent either owned or shared 22 kicking 
and/or scoring records, including 16 that he still holds. He 
is currently the Buckeyes’ all-time leading scorer with 356 
points and tops with 72 career made field goals. Nugent 
twice was a consensus All-American, including in 2002 
when he made a single-season record 28 field goals for 
a Buckeye team that finished 14-0 and won the school’s 
seventh national championship. 

ANDREW PIERCE
Men’s Track and Field, 1998–2001 

Andrew Pierce is the current Ohio State track and 
field record holder in the indoor 400-meter dash and 
600-meter run. During his collegiate career, Pierce racked 
up six All-America honors, eight Big Ten Championships, 
two Big Ten Athlete of the Year awards and two 
conference athlete of the championship honors. After his 
Ohio State career, he was crowned champion at the World 
Outdoor Championships in the 4×400-meter relay and 
won gold medals at the World University games in both 
the 400-meter dash and in the 4x400-meter relay.

NATALIE SPOONER
Women’s Ice Hockey, 2009–2012

One of the most decorated Buckeyes in women’s ice 
hockey history, Natalie Spooner lit the lamp a program-
best 100 times during her time in Columbus. The 2012 All-
American and three-time all-conference honoree finished 
her career with 163 points, the program’s second-highest 
career total, and went on to claim Olympic gold with 
Canada in 2014 and silver in 2018. In total, Spooner has 
medaled eight times in World Championship competition. 

RJ UMBERGER
Men’s Hockey, 2001–2003

RJ Umberger was a Hobey Baker Award finalist, Second 
Team All-American and First Team All-Central Collegiate 
Hockey Association honoree in 2003 when the men’s 
hockey Buckeyes reached the NCAA Tournament. The 
2001 CCHA Rookie of the Year, he led the team in scoring 
in each of his three seasons. Umberger is the highest NHL 
draft pick in program history, selected No. 16 overall in 
2001, and played in nearly 800 NHL games between the 
Flyers and Blue Jackets.


