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STUDENT-ATHLETE SUPPORT SERVICES OFFICE (SASSO)
SASSO at The Ohio State University is committed to a comprehensive program of 
academic and holistic development for student-athletes. SASSO provides athletic 
academic counseling in conjunction with academic advising across the university to 
ensure seamless academic support. SASSO also collaborates with the Department of 
Athletics and other university units to enhance academic, personal, and professional 
development programming and involvement opportunities through its Student-Athlete 
Engagement unit.
 Under the direction of the Office of Student Academic Success, SASSO has 30 
experienced and committed staff members to serve students. The staff is comprised of 
athletic academic counselors, learning specialists, business office staff, a student-athlete 
engagement team, and a tutor integrity manager. A large staff of peer and professional 
tutors and study table monitors serve student-athletes as well.
 SASSO assists more than 1,000 student-athletes in all areas of academic support, from 
major and career discussions to monitoring eligibility, sharing effective study strategies, 
and encouraging extracurricular experiences. An athletic academic counselor is assigned 
to each team to provide individualized attention to student-athletes. Additionally, students 
can take advantage of subject tutors, study table hours, and study skills instruction as well 
as access to a computer lab and printer to help reach academic goals.
 SASSO is housed in two locations – the Younkin Success Center and Fawcett Center. 
The expansion to the Fawcett Center in 2011 allowed SASSO to provide its services in a 
convenient location near practice and training facilities in the athletic district.

SASSO STUDENT-ATHLETE ENGAGEMENT
 SASSO’s Student-Athlete Engagement (SAE) staff provide holistic support to all 
student-athletes. The philosophy is to guide student-athletes toward the discovery of 
their purpose, providing individual guidance and unique programming to promote growth 
and development. SAE seeks to enrich the student-athlete experience in and out of 
the classroom, inspire student-athletes to engage in their communities, give student-
athletes a platform to be heard and express their personal brand, and holistically develop 
Buckeyes into model citizens and future global leaders. SAE collaborates with campus, 
Athletic Department, and external partners to support student-athlete success.
 SASSO’s student-athlete engagement area has experienced a fruitful history. Ohio State 
is a leader at the national, conference, and university levels, earning many awards and 
recognition. The National Consortium for Academics and Sport awarded Ohio State the 
prestigious Degree Completion Award, the NCAA designated Ohio State as an advisory 
school to its Life Skills Program, and Ohio State was an inaugural recipient of the Division 
1-A Athletic Directors Program of Excellence Award.
Directors Program of Excellence Award.

674 SCHOLAR-ATHLETES
After the 2018-19 academic year, 674 student-athletes 
were honored as Ohio State Scholar-Athletes for their 
success in maintaining cumulative grade point averages 
of 3.0 or better.

POST-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS
In addition to the Big Ten Conference Medals of Honor, 
outstanding student-athletes are eligible to apply for a 
number of postgraduate scholarships, including:
• Woody and Anne Hayes Award
• Corwin A. Fergus Memorial Award
• Leann Grimes-Davidge Award
• A.K. and Judith A. Pierce Phoenix Award
• M/I Homes Foundation Award
•  The Varsity ‘O’ Alumni Society Bill Wentz Postgraduate 

Scholarship Award
•  The Varsity ‘O’ Alumni Society Postgraduate 

Scholarship Award
• John Dana Cole Award

ALL-BIG TEN HONORS
During the 2018-19 academic year, a record total of 449 
Ohio State student-athletes were Academic All-Big Ten 
honorees. In addition, a conference-record 131 Buckeyes 
were named Big Ten Conference Distinguished Scholars. 
Distinguished Scholars carry at least a 3.7 GPA for the entire 
academic calendar.

DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM
The Degree Completion Program provides academic and 
tuition support to former Ohio State student-athletes who 
left the university without completing their degrees. This 
program permits them to complete their undergraduate 
coursework by assisting with re-enrollment into Ohio State, 
tuition, tutoring services and academic counseling. More 
than 250 former student-athletes have participated in this 
nationally recognized program since 1994.

BIG TEN MEDAL
OF HONOR 

The winners of the 2019 Big Ten 
Conference Medal of Honor were 
KARRINGTON WINTERS (women’s 
track) and MASON JOBST (men’s 
hockey). Each member institution 
in the conference gives the award 
annually to the male and female 
athletes in the graduating class who 
have attained the greatest proficiency 
in both academics and athletics. 
This honor includes a $5,000 
postgraduate scholarship. 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE


