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Ohio State continues to demonstrate unprecedented momentum during President 
Michael V. Drake’s tenure with university records in applications, graduation rates, 
academic excellence, diversity, donor support and historic affordability measures. 
It’s part of the university’s Time and Change strategic plan to strengthen Ohio State’s 
position as a national flagship public research university. The plan focuses on five 
broad areas: teaching and learning; access, affordability and excellence; research 
and creative expression; academic health care; and operational excellence and 
resource stewardship.

MEET THE LEAD BUCKEYE
@OSUPrezDrake

Michael Drake, MD, is the son of a doctor 
and a social worker. His mother graduated 
from East High School in Youngstown, 
Ohio, before attending college in 
Baltimore. The family lived in Baltimore, 
Nashville, New York (where President 
Drake was born) and New Jersey, before 
settling in Northern California.

During college summers in the early 
1970s, he worked at the original Tower 
Records, an epicenter of popular music. 
President Drake still plays (a little) guitar 
and teaches an Ohio State undergraduate 
class on the Supreme Court and the music 
of the Civil Rights era, which features 
personal favorites like Otis Redding, 
Aretha Franklin and Sam Cooke.
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Since 2015, the university has 
committed $100 million in additional 
need-based aid with an expected 
impact for almost 32,000 Buckeyes.
 
In 2017, the university established 
the Ohio State Tuition Guarantee, 
freezing tuition, mandatory fees, 
housing and dining for four years for 
incoming, in-state freshmen. Starting 
this fall, the Buckeye Opportunity 
Program provides support to Pell-
eligible families in Ohio by covering 
any remaining gaps in the cost of 
tuition and mandatory fees.
 

Ohio State is ranked first among 
flagship universities in the United 
States by the Chronicle of Higher 
Education for efforts to control in-state 
tuition costs over the last decade, and 
No. 4 for out-of-state students.
 
Nearly 270,000 donors — a new 
university high — helped fundraising 
activity eclipse $600 million for the 
first time in our history.

 
Ohio State is a charter member of the 
American Talent Initiative to increase 
the number of talented middle- 
and lower-income students at top 
institutions by 50,000.
 
The first effort of its kind at Ohio 
State, the University Institute for 
Teaching and Learning is dedicated 
to creating national best practices in 
the classroom.
 
Ohio State is the primary research 
partner in Columbus’ Smart City 
initiative to transform central 
Ohio into the nation’s premier 
transportation innovation region.
 
The university has been recognized 
for its “unusually strong commitment 
to undergraduate teaching” in U.S. 
News & World Report. Ohio State is 
No. 8 among public universities and 
No. 17 nationally.
 
 

OHIO STATE:  ADVANCING OUR LAND-GRANT MISSION

For the 26th consecutive year, the 
Wexner Medical Center is among the 
nation’s “Best Hospitals,” according 
to U.S. News & World Report, with  
10 specialties ranked in the top 50.
 
Through the Digital Flagship 
collaboration with Apple, Ohio 
State is creating a comprehensive, 
university-wide teaching-and-
learning initiative that will support 
educational innovation for students 
and economic development for the 
community. 

 
Ohio State’s energy management 
partnership has been recognized 
nationally and internationally as 
a model of innovative funding. 
The university invested nearly 
$800 million in Comprehensive 
Energy Management Project 
proceeds to create endowments 
supporting strategic initiatives, 
energy stabilization and academic 
collaboration.

A medical doctor by training, he has a 
passion for health care that extends to 
his role as president of a major research 
university with the nationally ranked 
Wexner Medical Center. 

He led the University of California, 
Irvine, for nine years before arriving 
in Columbus — and has almost four 
decades of leadership experience in 

higher education. He helps lead multiple 
higher education groups, including the 
Association of American Universities, 
Association of Public and Land-grant 
Universities, American Talent Initiative, 
University Innovation Alliance, Big Ten 
Conference and National Collegiate 
Athletic Association.

In addition to guitar practice, his hobbies 
include cycling — Ohio State’s Pelotonia 
provides an excellent excuse to train 
year-round — and reading everything 
from beach books to scientific research. 
President Drake and his wife, Brenda, 
have two adult sons and four (wonderful) 
grandchildren.


