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BUCKEYE   A Buckeye is a small, shiny, 
dark brown nut with a light tan patch that 
comes from the official state tree of Ohio, 
the buckeye tree.

BUCKEYE GROVE   Since 1934, a 
Buckeye tree has been planted in honor 
of each of Ohio State’s All-Americans.  

BUCKEYE LEAVES   A decal of a 
buckeye leaf, about the size of a quarter, 
is applied to football helmets for big 
plays and consistency on the field. 
Woody Hayes and longtime trainer Ernie 
Biggs started the tradition in 1968.

SCRIPT OHIO   The signature formation of the Ohio State 
Marching Band performed before, during halftime or after home 
football games.

THE “I” DOT   The familiar kick, turn and bow by a fourth or 
fifth-year sousaphone player at the top of the “i” at the end of “Le 
Regiment” was an innovation introduced by Glen R. Johnson in 1938. 
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SENIOR TACKLE 
A tradition since 1913 where 
the seniors hit the blocking 
sled one final time. 

HOMECOMING 
First recognized in 1912, 
Homecoming began as 
“Ohio State Day.”

BLOCK O   Block “O” is Ohio State’s largest student organization. It was founded in 
1938 by Clancy Isaac of the Ohio Staters. 

HONORARY “I”-DOTTERS   Woody Hayes, Bob 
Hope, Jack Nicklaus, Senator John Glenn and Earle 
Bruce are among the select few non-band members who 
have had the honor of dotting the “i” in Script Ohio. This 
is considered the greatest honor the band can bestow to 
any non-band member and is an extremely rare event.

GOLD PANTS
A gold charm replica of 
a pair of football pants 
is given to players and 
coaches following wins 
over Michigan.

SCARLET AND GRAY   Ohio State’s 
official school colors since 1878, scarlet 
and gray, were chosen by a group of 
three students in a lecture room in 
University Hall because “it was a pleasing 
combination.”

VICTORY BELL   Located in the 
southeast tower of Ohio Stadium, the 
Victory Bell is rung by Alpha Phi Omega 
members after every Ohio State victory. 

THE ILLIBUCK TROPHY   
The winner of the Ohio State/Illinois game 
has received the Illibuck trophy since the 
tradition began in 1925. Illibuck was a 
live turtle, but has been a wooden replica 
since 1927. 

CAPTAIN’S BREAKFAST   Started 
in 1934, this annual event is held on 
Homecoming weekend. 

TUNNEL OF PRIDE   The Tunnel of 
Pride began in 1995 when Notre Dame 
and Ohio State met for the first time in 
nearly 50 years. A tradition that continues 
every other year when Michigan visits 
Ohio Stadium, former football players 
attending the game are asked to form a 
tunnel for the team to run through as it 
enters the field. 
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