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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Each year, our 36 varsity sports proudly represent the Scarlet and Gray as they 
compete with the best athletes around the country. But, the commitment and 
perseverance displayed by our Buckeyes is not limited to the field of competition. Our 
exemplary group of young student-athletes exude dedication and discipline in their 
efforts to represent Ohio State around their communities and around the country.

The demands of being a student-athlete at Ohio State should not be understated, as 
these individuals accept the added responsibilities that come along with the pursuit 
of greatness. Buckeye student-athletes commit themselves to achieving their best, on 
and off the field, and dedicate tremendous amounts of time and effort in order to carry 
on our tradition of excellence. Yet, amidst their busy class and practice schedules, 
our Buckeyes continuously find ways to distinguish themselves as professionals and 
members of their community.

Ohio State Athletics is dedicated to enhancing the lives of those in our university, city 
and state communities by helping and paying forward to others. Our student-athletes 
take this charge very seriously and continue to find creative and impactful ways to 
improve the world around them. 

The professional development and preparation of our student-athletes is imperative 
to their future success and we are fortunate to have an astounding group of young 
people here at Ohio State who embrace this whole-heartedly. Finding adequate time 
in the busy schedule of a student-athlete to build one's resume can be challenging, 
but our Buckeyes understand that this preparation is key to success, not only in their 
career, but in life.  

In this edition of Seasons Pass, you will read about some of the ways our outstanding 
student-athletes are working to better the communities around them and properly 
prepare themselves to take on life after college. 

Thank you for all that you do for Ohio State Athletics. 

GO BUCKS!

Gene Smith
Vice President & Wolfe Foundation Endowed Athletics Director
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FOREVER BUCKEYE
Close friend of the program & past honorary captain Jacob Jarvis goes for six on a handoff 

from J.T. Barrett to cap off the LiFEsports Spring Game on April 15.
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It has been over five decades since Rolene and Denny Nabors 
finished their educations at The Ohio State University. Denny 
graduated from dental school in 1961 and Rolene graduated with 
a degree in physical therapy in 1958. All these years later and the 
Nabors’ love for Ohio State has not diminished one bit. 

The Buckeye fanatics have seen their family 
grow over the years. After marrying in 1961, 
Denny and Rolene had three children, all 
girls, which led to three grandchildren as 
well. Currently, the two live in Cincinnati, 
and even though they don’t get to spend all 
their time in the Columbus area, they still find 
ways to give back to the school that gave 
them so many wonderful experiences. 

In 1998, Denny and Rolene established 
their first scholarship for Ohio State student-
athletes. Before that, Denny had established 
a scholarship in the dental school to honor 
his father – Dr. Dennis A. Nabors, Sr. – who 
also graduated from Ohio State in 1932. 
The latest scholarship supports a member 
of the football team while he works towards 
his degree. Academics are important to 
the Nabors, awarding the scholarship to 
a student-athlete who carries a 3.0 GPA 
or higher. In 2002, the family established 
a second scholarship that also provides 
support for a 3.0 student-athlete – this scholarship is awarded to a 
member of the men’s tennis team. 

Tennis is a sport that has always run in the Nabors family. Denny 
competed collegiately as a Buckeye while Lynn, the older 
daughter, also played in the Big Ten at Northwestern University 
before going on to compete in the professional ranks. Their two 
oldest grandchildren have excelled in the sport as well, with the 
oldest, John McNally, committed to follow in his grandfather’s 

footsteps and play tennis at Ohio State. 

Denny and Rolene’s decision to create 
scholarships for Ohio State student-athletes 
came from more than just their past ties to the 
Athletics Department. A major factor in their 
desire to give back was a speech from none 
other than Woody Hayes.

“Woody’s ‘pay it forward’ speech was all we 
needed to decide we were all-in to pay it 
forward,” Rolene said. “It’s led to us having 
many happy times.”

Even though their stay on campus came to 
an end years ago, supporting OSU Athletics 
has allowed Denny and Rolene to continue 
making new friends and new Ohio State 
memories while helping young athletes in the 
process. 

“It’s meaningful to support the Buckeyes 
because the athletes work so hard and 

devote so much time to Ohio State’s proud name,” Denny said. 
“This is one way to say thank you.”

DENNY AND ROLENE NABORS 

"IT’S MEANINGFUL
TO SUPPORT THE

BUCKEYES BECAUSE 
THE ATHLETES

WORK SO HARD AND
DEVOTE SO MUCH 

TIME TO OHIO STATE’S 
PROUD NAME."

Denny Nabors
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

CLARK ENGLE
Golf • Springfield, Ohio • Finance major

Clark Engle is a senior on the Ohio State University men’s golf 
team and logged over 100 competitive rounds of collegiate 
golf by the time he walked off the commencement stage this 
May. The 2015 All-Big Ten Second Team and GCAA All-Midwest 
Region selection has posted a half dozen Top-10 finishes entering 
the 2017 postseason, including an individual medalist honor in 
leading Ohio State to a team title at the ’14 Intercollegiate at The 
Grove. Engle takes care of business academically as well, earning 
OSU Scholar-Athlete accolades all four years of his career.

Why did you choose to major in Finance and how do you plan 
to use your education in the future?
I have always had an interest in the business world, and I want 
to help people structure their finances and feel stable with their 
money. I plan to use my degree to become a financial planner.

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
Thank you for investing in someone like me, and giving me the 
opportunity to attend the best school in the world and pursue 
golf. Being a recipient of their scholarship inspires me to do the 
same when I am older and fund an Ohio State golfer.

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Being a student-athlete at Ohio State has shaped me so much 
in the last four years. It has forced me to become confident in 
myself, but also to lean on others for support. I have learned not 
to be selfish, and that I play for a team and am a part of a school I 
can be extremely proud of and brag about.

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
The dotting of the ‘I’ because it is on the biggest stage with 
100,000 people screaming and showing their pride for the 
Buckeyes. 

What does it mean to you personally to be a Buckeye?
If I had the choice again of where I wanted to play golf and go 
to school, I would choose Ohio State faster than you could ask 
me the question. I love this school and the people here. Our 
golf program has had as much success as anyone and this is 
the place where I have the greatest opportunity to pursue my 
goals, whether it be playing on Tour, being a financial planner, 
or anything else. Ohio State is a special place, and I am a proud 
alumni.

THIS IS THE PLACE 
WHERE I HAVE 
THE GREATEST 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
PURSUE MY GOALS



P  614.292.9908       E  BuckeyeClub@osu.edu                /OSUBuckeyeClub           OSUBuckeyeClub

RECENT GRADUATE 
PROGRAM

JOIN THE BUCKEYE CLUB!
Support student-athlete scholarships

LETTERWINNERS 
LEVEL 
The Buckeye Club now offers all former 
letterwinners the same benefits including 
the opportunity to purchase two season 
tickets for the 2017 season!

Upon joining the Recent Graduate Program, 
members will begin a 5-year graduated donor 
scale for ticket eligibility.

www.BuckeyeClub.org 

Securing the Future of Ohio State Athletics Today
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SUPPORT YOUR BUCKEYES  go.osu.edu/BuckeyesForever 

The Ohio State University Department of Athletics is 
one of the most visible, respected and accomplished 
programs in the nation.  It ranks among the largest by 
two important measures – number of student-athletes 
(over 900) and number of sports (36).  Remaining in the 
forefront of scholarship, innovation and intercollegiate 
competition requires an incredible commitment from a 
generous group of supporters.

The Buckeye Club is the fundraising umbrella of Ohio 
State Athletics and provides a way for individuals and 
organizations to help our talented young people receive 
a quality education and competitive experience.

The mission of the Buckeye Club is to directly support 
the overall goals of the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics by generating the funds for athletics grant-in-aid 
and scholarships for student-athletes in 36 varsity sports. 
It strives to embrace and engage the most dedicated 
Buckeye fans within the OSU community to further 
promote the passion and camaraderie that makes the 
University so unique.

Buckeyes Forever has been created to continue 
fulfilling the Buckeye Club’s mission. Ohio State 
University alumni and friends, who are dedicated to 
the continued success of Buckeye student-athletes, 
can make a lasting impact on the program by giving to 
the Department of Athletics through a planned gift.

BUCKEYES

Securing the Future of Ohio State Athletics Today
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The Ohio State University Department of Athletics 
announced the 2017 Huntington Bucks Go Pro intern class on 
March 6. Comprised of a program-record 43 student-athletes 
representing 24 different Buckeye sports, the group will be 
interning within the Athletics Department and on campus 
throughout the summer.

The Huntington Bucks Go Pro Internship program runs 
eight weeks over the summer and allows student-athletes 
to gain important hands-on professional experience. The 
program incorporates an educational curriculum focused on 
areas such as networking, leadership and personal finance. 
Furthermore, the program expands student-athletes' scope 
by participating in site visits with local Columbus employers.

The fifth-year internship program also strives to:
1. Provide the student-athletes with meaningful work 
   experience in a professional setting
2. Help enhance student-athletes' resumes
3. Teach student-athletes how to develop a network 
   of colleagues
4. Expand our student-athletes' reference beyond their 
   professors and coaches
5. Help our student-athletes be better prepared for life 
   after college and represent Ohio State with class in their 
   professional endeavors.

Alexa Antipas | Fencing
Distance Learning & eLearning

Quinn Connor 
Synchronized Swimming 

Student-Athlete Support Services

Gabriella De Santis | Tennis 
Blackwell Inn & Conference Center

Sydney Dudley | Soccer 
Student Life

Sammy Edwards | Soccer 
Law Enforcement

Kalisha Goree | Volleyball 
OSU LiFE Sports

Paige Hamilton | Field Hockey 
Buckeye Careers

Cin’Quan Haney | Football 
Todd Bell National Resource Center

Kristin Hoying | Rowing 
Development

Maddy Humphrey | Field Hockey 
Communications

Annie Jachthuber | Rowing 
Sustainability

Miles Johnson | Volleyball 
Sustainability

Erika Keselman | Lacrosse 
Information Technology

Mark Belanger | Swimming & Diving
Strength & Conditioning

Nathan Christian 
Swimming & Diving

Student Wellness Center

Courtney Clody | T&F, Cross Country
Recreation & Physical Activity Center

Bucks Go Pro
Student-Athlete 
Summer Internship Program
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Seth Kinker | Baseball 
OSU Golf Course

Kylie Knight | Soccer 
Corporate Engagement

Christian Lampasso | Hockey 
Entrepreneurship

Blake Leeson | Volleyball 
Sport Administration

Mackenzie Maring | Lacrosse 
Ticket Office

Mark Matheny | Rifle 
Business Office

Anthony McCollum | Pistol 
Coaching

Kyle McKinney | Track & Field 
Creative Services

Kelsey Mitchell | Basketball 
Event Management

Mikayla Murphy  | Swimming & Diving 
Trademark & Licensing

Adam Niemeyer | Baseball 
Human Resources

Chantel Ray | Track & Field 
Social Media

Austin Sandlin | Spirit 
Sports Medicine

Alexis Schillig | Spirit 
Student Life

Dominik Seitzer | Track & Field 
Air Force Research Lab

Madison Sheahan | Rowing 
University Compliance

Bailee Sturgeon | Softball 
Legal Affairs

Sanil Thomas | Volleyball 
Office of Financial Services

Bailey Urbach | Rifle 
Health & Rehabilitation Services

Rachel Warren 
Synchronized Swimming 

Facilities

Ashley Wenz | Volleyball 
Schottenstein Center

Taylor White | Softball 
Fan Experience

Kam Williams | Basketball 
OSU LiFE Sports

Ridge Winand | Baseball 
Camps

Karrington Winters | Track & Field 
Development

Zulal Zeren | Swimming & Diving 
Nutrition

 SPRING  2017 9



WOLSTEIN LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

BACK TO BACK
In front of 8,205 fans packed into St. John Arena, the Buckeyes successfully defended their national 

championship on May 6 by sweeping past Brigham Young for the second straight NCAA Finals. 
Ohio State has captured back-to-back trophies and three crowns in the last seven seasons.

Check out go.osu.edu/MVBchamps for full recap, photos and more
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

SETH KINKER
Baseball • Huntington, W.V. • Sport Industry major

Junior right-handed pitcher Seth Kinker is the anchor of an 
experienced Ohio State baseball bullpen in 2017. The native of 
Huntington, W. Va., Kinker was named to the Collegiate Baseball 
Writers Association Preseason Stopper of The Year Watch List 
after leading the team to a Big Ten Tournament title and NCAA 
Regional a year ago. Kinker, a Bucks Go Pro intern this upcoming 
summer and OSU Scholar-Athlete, has made more than 65 
career appearances in less than three seasons in the Scarlet 
and Gray and will once again look to lead the team back to the 
postseason in late May. 

Why did you choose to major in Sport Industry and how do 
you plan to use your education in the future?
It will allow me to stay involved in sports and provide an idea of 
the different pathways inside the world of sport management. Not 
only with this major, but also a minor in Business, helps further my 
future plans of becoming a facility manager. 

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
First off, say thank you for their contributions toward the 
university, but I also would thank them for giving me a chance to 
receive a scholarship funded by them and express my gratitude 
for their generosity.

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Being a student-athlete here at The Ohio State University has 
forever made the most positive impact on my life and will carry 
on throughout the future. Not only will the memories of being a 
student-athlete continue to be remembered, but those memories 
will also shape my life in the future. The lessons and people I 
have come across in my four years on and off the field will never 
be forgotten and will guide my future. 

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
Definitely has to be “Beat *ichigan” Week. The atmosphere on 
campus is at an all-time high, and you can’t beat that Saturday 
game day and the result after. 

What does it mean to you personally to be a Buckeye?
For me, being a Buckeye has been life changing, and to be a part 
of a family that no one can take away from me is something I will 
value forever. The memories will never leave and the lessons I’ve 
learned for the future will guide the path to a successful life. 

THE OHIO STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
HAS FOREVER 
MADE THE MOST 
POSITIVE IMPACT 
ON MY LIFE.
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JARRED MARTIN

HEAD FIELD HOCKEY COACH

The field hockey team added a new face this off-season 
with the hiring of Jarred Martin as head coach. Martin 
has spent the last ten seasons on the coaching staff at 
Duke Univeristy, and during that time collected a record 
of 124-79. He has helped produce 26 All-Americans and 
even more league honorees and all-conference picks 
throughout his career. 

Named associate head coach in 2013, 
Martin and his Duke teams earned seven 
NCAA Tournament appearances and 
garnered NCAA Semifinal campaigns in 
2013 and 2015. In 2016, Duke achieved 
the No. 1 overall seed for the NCAA 
Tournament after winning the ACC regular 
season title and finishing the season 
16-4 overall. Under his instruction, Duke’s 
offense ranked in the top 10 nationally in 
numerous categories including goals per 
game (3.35), assists per game (3.15) and 
points per game (9.85). 

Before his success at Duke, Martin served as an assistant 
coach at Skidmore College. He led the Thoroughbreds to 
three Liberty League titles and two runner-up finishes, as 
well as, five D-III NCAA Tournament appearances -- one 
of which resulted in a trip to the semifinals. 

Beyond the collegiate level, Martin has also spent 
numerous years in the U.S. coaching system. After 
earning a Level III Accreditation from USA Field Hockey 
in the summer of 2010, he served as the United States 

Junior Women’s High Performance U17 team assistant 
coach for five years and was named head coach in June, 
2015. He also works with the South High Performance 
Training Center, which won the Women's' National 
Championships in May of 2014. 

Aside from his coaching experience, 
Martin is also an accomplished player. As 
the starting center forward for the U.S. 
Men’s National Field Hockey team, Martin 
represented the United States in over 25 
countries on four continents. He was one 
of the team leaders in goals and caps, and 
competed in three Pan American Games, 
two Olympic Qualifiers, two World Cup 
Qualifiers and three Pan American Cups. 
Martin retired from the National squad in 
the spring of 2012 after 12 seasons with the 
team and ended his career with 104 caps.

A native of Saratoga Springs, N.Y., Martin 
graduated from the University at Albany, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in biochemistry in 2005. He 
completed a sport administration master’s degree in May, 
2012.

‘I’m extremely excited for Jarred,” Pam Bustin, Duke head 
coach, said. “He’s worked hard for this opportunity and 
is well prepared to start the next chapter in his coaching 
career. Ohio State has made a fantastic choice and I 
know he’ll do an outstanding job in leading his own 
program to an elite level.”

WELCOME TO OHIO STATE

 “He’s worked 
hard for this 

opportunity and 
is well prepared 
to start the next 

chapter in his 
coaching career." 

Pam Bustin, 
Duke head coach
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NADINE MUZERALL

HEAD WOMEN'S ICE HOCKEY COACH

In her first season as head coach for the women’s ice 
hockey team, Nadine Muzerall made an immediate 
impact on the Buckeyes. Under her lead, the Buckeyes 
went 14-18-5 this past season, a strong improvement from 
the season prior which saw the Scarlet & Gray finish 10-
25-1. With a fifth seed placement in the WCHA Playoffs, 
the team netted its first postseason victory since the 
2013-14 season with a 3-2 overtime triumph at 
North Dakota.

Prior to coming to Columbus, Muzerall had achieved 
incredible feats as both an athlete and coach with more 
than 15 years of experience and numerous records to 
her name. 

As a player, she was a two-time All-American at 
Minnesota and won two national championships. A Patty 
Kazmaier Award finalist both her freshman and senior 
year, Muzerall still holds the Minnesota record for career 
goals scored and points leader. After her career for the 
Golden Gophers, she went on to play two seasons for 
Hockey Club Lugano in Switzerland, leading the team 
in both points and goals. Her team captured a Swiss 
National Championship and a bronze medal in the 
European Cup. 

Upon her return to the states, Muzerall was a teacher 
and coach at Northfield Mount Hermon School in Mt. 
Hermon, Mass., from 2002 to 2009 where she served 
as a physical education teacher and head women’s 
hockey coach. She then continued her success at 
Minnesota, serving as an assistant coach for five years. 

Though not on the ice playing this time around, Muzerall 
helped guide her alma mater to four more national 
championships on the coaching staff.

Her latest feat, besides the impactful opening season 
with the Buckeyes, includes coaching Canada’s U22 
National Team at the 2017 Nations Cup. Muzerall’s history 
with Hockey Canada includes coaching a three-game 
series against the United States in 2016 and serving as a 
camp coach at the Women’s U18 National Team selection 
camp. On top of that, she was named to the coaching 
staff for the Canadian National Women’s Development 
Team in July, 2016. 

WELCOME TO OHIO STATE
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TACKLING ILLITERACY

Tackling illiteracy is something the Buckeyes engage in on 
almost a weekly basis throughout the year at area middle 
schools.

The 2nd & 7 Foundation, with help from the Ohio State 
student-athlete community, typically reaches 5,000 
Central Ohio second graders in more than 60 schools. 
The foundation has published eight books aimed to instill 
qualities in new readers such as teamwork, valuing diversity 
and kindness.

Each spring and summer numerous Ohio State coaches bring 
their units to the King Arts Complex in Columbus for a day 
of enrichment activities with children of all ages. The King 
Arts Complex provides quality educational programming for 
students with a scientifically-based curriculum, as well as, 
professional performing arts opportunities and various youth 
arts camps. The Buckeyes, in addition to learning about 
history, participate in discussions, read to the children and 
engage in outdoor activities.

2ND & 7 SCHOOLS VISITED

Liberty Elementary Imagine Charter School 
Prairie Lincoln Elementary Heritage Elementary
St. Timothy School Sycamore Creek Elementary
Cassingham Elementary Moler Elementary
Wilson Hill Elementary  Glen Oak Elementary
Johnson Park Middle School G.E.M.S.

PAYING IT FORWARD

SERVING WITH A SMILE

Several times each year waves of players assist at two 
Columbus food service locations – the Mid-Ohio Foodbank 
and LifeCare Alliance – by packing boxes of food and 
building trays of food for senior citizens and others in need.

The Mid-Ohio Foodbank packs these boxes once a month so 
the food arrives to the seniors around the time when fixed-
income finances can get tight. As many as 975 boxes have 
been packed by the Buckeyes in one day with supplies that 
included canned fruits and vegetables, cereal, boxed milk, dry 
beans, pasta, rice, juices and various canned proteins (meat, 
chili and stew, etc.)

LifeCare Alliance provides food, health and nutrition services 
to 15,000 individuals annually who are on a fixed income of 
typically less than $600 per month. 

The Buckeyes hear those numbers and then go to work ... 
always happy to help.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The Ohio State Buckeye football team understands they can 
affect positive change by using their platform as recognized 
and respected student-athletes to promote causes and help 
others. In each of the pasts three summers, football players 
have traveled overseas as part of the Athletics Department’s 
Soles4Souls program, immersing themselves in another 
country’s culture, and impacted communities by providing 
pairs of shoes to those in need. In 2015 Joshua Perry and 
Chase Farris traveled on a goodwill mission to Costa Rica, 
Raekwon McMillan and Billy Price traveled to Jamaica in 
2016 and the duo of J.T. Barret and Dante Booker ventured 
to Ecuador in 2017.  

The Buckeyes also engage in a community service project 
each year at the site of their bowl game. This past year, at 
the College Football Playoff semifinals at the Fiesta Bowl, 
about 30 members of the team took part in a clean-up and 
restoration project at Alta E. Butler Elementary school in 
Phoenix. Team members worked with Free Arts for Abused 
Children of Arizona to build picnic tables and to paint a 
mural on a school wall, foursquare courts and paw logos on 
the sidewalks.
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COVELLI CENTER

VICTORY DANCE
Senior Eric Fannell and the men's lacrosse team celebrate their 16-7 

win over #1 ranked Denver on March 19 in Ohio Stadium.  
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

SHELBY HURSH
Softball • Tipton, Ind. • English major

Shelby Hursh is a senior pitcher for the Ohio State softball team 
and entered this season ranked in the top-15 in school history 
for strikeouts, wins and innings pitched. Last spring as a junior, 
she was a NFCA All-Midwest Region selection, won a team-
high 16 games and helped lead the Scarlet & Gray to the NCAA 
Tournament. She has two career no-hitters to her credit, the most 
recent coming last April against Big Ten rival Penn State.

Why did you choose to major in English, and how do you plan 
to use your education in the future?
I loved reading and writing, and I had a teacher in high school 
who encouraged me to pursue my passion. After I graduate in 
May, I will be going to graduate school at Ohio State to study 
Counselor Education.

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
I would thank them for allowing me to have the opportunity of 
a lifetime. Being a Buckeye is an incredible experience and my 
time here wouldn’t have been possible without their generosity.

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Being an athlete here at Ohio State has taught me so many 
things. I have learned how to be confident in myself as a person 
and as a leader, and because of programs like Bucks Go Pro and 
the Wolstein Leadership Academy, I can be confident in myself as 
a professional as well. This confidence combined with my work 
ethic will allow me to chase my dreams of becoming a school 
counselor and helping children navigate their way throughout 
their education.

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
Singing Carmen Ohio after a win with all of my teammates and all 
of our fans.

What does it mean to you personally to be a Buckeye?
So many things, but what sticks out is once you become a 
Buckeye, you enter a family. You find Buckeye alumni everywhere 
and just that simple connection can take you so many places. 

YOU FIND 
BUCKEYE ALUMNI 
EVERYWHERE AND 
JUST THAT SIMPLE 
CONNECTION 
CAN TAKE YOU SO 
MANY PLACES.
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SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE

CHRISTINA TURNER
SENIOR | WOMEN'S LACROSSE

HUNTINGTON, N.Y.

Christina Turner, a senior on the women’s 
lacrosse team, recently concluded her four-year 
career donning the Scarlet and Gray. She was  
a member for one of the winningest classes in 
program history with 43 victories and two NCAA 
tournament appearances in 2015 and 2016.

Turner, from Huntington, N.Y., started all 34 games 
over her junior and senior seasons and 48 of 52 
games overall her final three years. She is a three-
time Academic All-Big Ten selection and a four-
time OSU Scholar-Athlete who earned her degree 
in logistics management.

Turner will go down as one of the top defenders to 
play for the Buckeyes. As a junior she was an All-
Big Ten selection, leading the team with 16 caused 
turnovers, including four in the upset win over No. 
9 Penn State. That same season she also helped 
Ohio State set program records with its 11-1 start 
to the season, its nine-game winning streak and a 
No. 8 national ranking.

Turner, like all her classmates, had her share 
of memorable moments. Despite advancing to 
back-to-back NCAA tournaments, one moment in 
particular stuck out.

“Defeating Maryland my sophomore year was 
without a doubt the most memorable moment in 
my career,” Turner said. “They were ranked No. 1 in 
the country, undefeated. No one thought we could 
do it, but we did. Sharing that moment with my 
teammates is something I’ll never forget.”

The win also snapped Maryland’s 27-game win 
streak and gave Ohio State its first win over a 
top-ranked team in program history. The rest of 
the nation took notice and it solidified Ohio State’s 
spot in the 'Big Dance.'

Of course, none of the above would have been 
made possible without the generous support of 
Buckeye Nation. And no one understands that 
better than Turner.

“Playing lacrosse at Ohio State is one of the best 
decisions I have ever made,” Turner said. “I’m so 
grateful to have been given the opportunity to 
play the sport I love while also earning a top-notch 
education. I have made friendships and countless 
memories that will last my entire life.

“All the experiences we have here are first-class, 
on and off the field, and I know most of that 
wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the generous 
support we receive from donors and alumni.” 
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CHAMPIONSHIP STREAK

Kevin Burch is one of the men’s volleyball full-time assistant coaches at The Ohio 
State University. He recently wrapped up his second season in that role, but is not 
new to the Buckeye program by any means. Burch is a 2011 Ohio State graduate 
(sports and leisure studies) and the well-thought-of coaching protégé was handed 
the reigns as the team’s volunteer assistant coach during the Buckeyes' national 
championship run that season.

The trophy raising didn’t stop there.

In fact, Burch has won a national championship at every stop he’s made for the 
past seven consecutive academic seasons. Following Ohio State’s first national 
title in school history, Burch’s next step took him to Springfield College in 
Massachusetts where he accepted his first full-time coaching position. The Pride 
racked up 33 wins en route to capturing the 2012 D-III NCAA Championship, a run 
which also included National Assistant Coach of the Year honors for Burch.

Burch then jumped back into the D-I ranks when moving back to his native state 
of California as an assistant coach at UC Irvine. The Anteaters were crowned 
champions of the collegiate men’s volleyball world in 2013 with Burch roaming the 
sidelines.

His winning ways continued in a return trip to Springfield College, securing 
another national championship in the 2014 D-III finals. 

With four straight titles to his name, legendary volleyball coach Russ Rose offered 
an opportunity to join the storied women’s program at Penn State University. 
As the Nittany Lions’ Director of Operations for the 2014 season, Burch stood 
under the falling confetti once again as Penn State outlasted over 330 women’s 
volleyball programs across the country to reign supreme as national champions.

Burch had no intentions of leaving Happy Valley, but that all changed when Ohio 
State head coach Pete Hanson placed a call. With national championship rings 
adorning an entire hand full of fingers, he recoiled to the state capital and joined 
the Buckeye coaching staff once again. Burch’s second stint at Ohio State ended 
in, you guessed it, another championship campaign.

The streak ascended to new heights in 2017, tacking on a seventh trophy as the 
Buckeyes repeated and susccessfully defended their crown in front of 8,205 fans 
packing into St. John Arena. 

Kevin's initial journey to Columbus was inspired by his late grandfather, Darrell 
Burch, a three-time Ohio State graduate. Darrell earned bachelors, masters and 
PhD degrees from the University in '51, '53 and '59.

2016-17: NCAA Men's National Champions - Ohio State (assistant coach)

2015-16: NCAA Men's National Champions - Ohio State (assistant coach)

2014-15: NCAA Women's National Champions - Penn State (director of operations)

2013-14: NCAA D-III Men's National Champions - Springfield College (assistant coach)

2012-13: NCAA Men's National Champions - UC Irvine (assistant coach)

2011-12: NCAA D-III Men's National Champions - Springfield College (assistant coach)

2010-11: NCAA Men's National Champions - Ohio State (volunteer assistant coach)

KEVIN BURCH  
NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
STREAK HISTORY
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

HERKKO POLLANEN
Tennis • Helsinki, Finland • Strategic Communications major

Herkko Pollanen is a senior on the perennial national 
powerhouse men’s tennis team at Ohio State. He has been 
ranked as high as No. 18 in his career and earned All-Big Ten 
First Team recognition in 2014. The two-time Academic All-Big 
Ten selection is looking to help push the Buckeyes to a national 
championship this spring.

Why did you choose to major in Strategic Communications 
and how do you plan to use your education in the future?
I like public speaking and interacting and connecting with other 
people. The classes have helped me develop my personality, 
which will help me both on the tennis court and off.

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
Playing tennis at the highest level, as well as, focusing on 
academics wouldn’t be possible for me without my scholarship 
and I just want to give a huge ‘thank you’ to the people that have 
made that possible. It is a huge opportunity that I cherish and will 
make the most of.

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Being part of a team has taught me a lot of valuable skills 
like hard work and discipline. The lessons I have learned and 
experiences I have had being a student-athlete here at Ohio 
State will help shape the rest of my life.

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
I really enjoy Michigan Week when we play against them in 
football. That week brings not only all of the student-athletes 
together, but it also connects us with all of the other students. 
There is a great sense of comradery that week and the energy 
around campus is awesome.

What does it mean to you personally to be a Buckeye?
It’s a tremendous honor to be a Buckeye. It’s something that will 
last my whole lifetime. I’ve made some great friends here and 
have connected with former players that will help me in the next 
phase of my career. The brotherhood that we have built through 
Ohio State is something that I will always be grateful for.

IT IS A HUGE 
OPPORTUNITY 
THAT I CHERISH 
AND WILL MAKE 
THE MOST OF.
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BEING A BUCKEYE
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WHAT BEING A BUCKEYE MEANS TO ME

SHELBY HURSH  |  SOFTBALL

When I was being recruited out of high school, I 
wanted an impressive academic institution that was 
relatively close to home. Being from Indiana, the 
Midwest offered a number of options. During my 
sophomore year, I found a fit at Miami University of 
Ohio with head coach Kelly Kovach Schoenly. It was 
not until two years later that my mind would change. 
  
The summer before my senior year, while at one 
of the biggest prep softball tournaments in the 
country, I got a call from my high school coach 
asking me to call Coach Schoenly. When I called 
her, she told me she was leaving Miami University 
for another head coaching position, though she 
could not yet tell me where. I was crushed. I loved 
Coach Schoenly and her staff at Miami and had 
bought in to the process she had described to 
me. I thought I would have to start the recruiting 
process over from the beginning, leaving me a very 
small amount of time to make a decision on where 
I would go to college and complete my softball 
career. 

Just a few weeks later, I called Coach Schoenly to 
talk about recruiting. She told me she had gotten 
the head coaching position at Ohio State, and that 
she had a spot for me on her team if I was willing 
to put in a lot of work to become a Big Ten-caliber 

pitcher. I visited Columbus for the first time that 
same week and knew Ohio State was where I 
wanted to be. Coach Schoenly described many 
opportunities, on and off the field, that no other 
university in the country was able to offer except 
Ohio State. I verbally committed that same day and 
never looked back.

In both my freshman and sophomore years at Ohio 
State, I led all Big Ten pitchers in games saved on 
the mound, but believed I could do more.  I worked 
with Coach Schoenly and our team’s strength and 
conditioning coach, Andy Britton, to come up with a 
plan to become the starting pitcher I wanted to be. 
Since implementing that plan, I’ve become stronger 
and more fit and am a better pitcher than I have 
ever been. Not only is my ERA nearly three runs 
lower than it was my first two seasons, it is also the 
lowest in the conference.

None of these improvements could have been 
made without the support of my coaches, strength 
staff, and teammates. The opportunities provided 
to each and every athlete here at Ohio State 
are endless and allow us to pursue excellence 
and preserve tradition. I am proud to say I am a 
Buckeye for life!
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“The sport of football has 
given so much to me and I 
feel extremely fortunate to 
have this opportunity to be 
able to give back.”

– GENE SMITH
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The Ohio State University senior vice president and Wolfe Foundation director of athletics Gene Smith was 
appointed to the College Football Playoff selection committee for a three-year term beginning in the spring 
of 2017. Bill Hancock, Executive Director of the College Football Playoff (CFP), made the announcement on 
January 17, 2017.

Also joining the committee are longtime Virginia Tech head coach Frank Beamer and Robert Morris 
University President Chris Howard. The new members will replace Barry Alvarez and Condoleezza Rice, 
whose three-year terms expired, and Lloyd Carr, who stepped down from the committee for health reasons.

“This is a tremendous honor and privilege to be appointed to this committee,” Smith said from Nashville, 
Tenn., where he was attending the NCAA national convention. “The sport of football has given so much to 
me and I feel extremely fortunate to have this opportunity to be able to give back.”

Smith is in his 12th year as director of athletics at Ohio State. He was named the Buckeyes’ director of 
athletics March 5, 2005 and was elevated to senior vice president and Wolfe Foundation endowed athletics 
director in May of 2016. He is widely recognized among the leaders of his profession and has been named 
“one of the most powerful people in collegiate sport.”

Smith has an exemplary record of national leadership and service. Currently, he serves on the newly 
constituted NCAA Men’s Basketball Oversight Committee (2015-18). In June of 2015 Smith was added to 
the Concussion Assessment, Research and Education Consortium as a member of the CARE Consortium 
Scientific Advisory Board. From May 2011 - July 2014, Smith served as a member of the NCAA Division I 
Administrative Cabinet. He completed his fifth year on the prestigious NCAA Men’s Basketball Committee in 
2011, having served as chair for the 2010-11 academic year.

At Ohio State, Smith oversees the nation’s most comprehensive and one of its most successful collegiate 
athletics programs. The department sponsors 36 fully-funded varsity sports with more than 1,000 student-
athletes competing for conference and NCAA championships.  

GENE SMITH & THE CFP
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Connect with us TODAY!

Enjoy and share your very own Brutus Buckeye emojis with family and friends! 
Use Brutmojis via the FREE YourMoji Keyboard App, as Snapchat Stickers or save the emoji-

style artwork directly to your camera roll. Compatible with iOS and Android devices.

Download instructions at go.osu.edu/BrutmojiCollection

The 
Brutmoji

Bunch
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

RIO WATANABE
Golf • Kamagaya City, Japan • International Studies and Sport Management major

Rio Watanabe enjoyed an eventful month last May, parlaying a 
Top-10 effort in the NCAA Stanford Regional into a tie for 16th 
place in the NCAA Championships among 132 competitors. She 
also completed her International Studies bachelor’s degree in 
May ’16, just two and a half years after enrolling at Ohio State. The 
All-Big Ten performer is currently pursuing her master’s in Sport 
Management. 

Why did you choose to major in International Studies and 
Sport Management, and how do you plan to use your 
education in the future?
Living in three different countries, I wanted to use that 
experience and it played a large role in why I chose International 
Studies specializing in World Economy and Business for my 
undergraduate degree. Then, I wanted to pursue an M.A. in 
Sports Management to connect my golfing experience into my 
graduate degree. In the future, I want to start a business where 
I can bring Japanese kids into college summer camps, which 
requires knowledge and experience that I’ve gained from both of 
my undergrad and graduate education.

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
I would not be here without you and your generosity. Thank you 
very much for giving me the opportunity to study and participate 
in the sport I love the most at such a prestigious school. For 
me to walk away from this college with an undergraduate and 
graduate degree, in addition to four and a half years of the most 
remarkable experiences with the golf team, will forever be the 
favorite time of my life. 

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Before I got to the University, I didn't mind blue and yellow colors. 
But being a student-athlete at OSU has made me not like those 
colors. I will probably never have any blue and yellow clothes in 
my closet and hesitant to write the letter "M" around the months 
of November for the rest of my life. 

Except for the one and only downside of limiting my color 
choices, I am grateful for all the resources I have had available 
to me throughout the entire college life. All the support that I 
received from the University made me realize how lucky I am to 
be able to call myself a Buckeye. 

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
Shouting O-H! when I’m traveling with the team, people shout 
to us ‘I-O!’ and it shows how firm thy friendship is. Even when I 
am traveling by myself to Japan and Australia, alumni and fans 
approach me often and we can have a great conversation and be 
friends. Carmen Ohio might have been composed more than 100 
years ago, but the people, tradition and excellence still strongly 
continues.

What does it mean to you personally to be a Buckeye?
I am very proud of being a part of a Buckeye family. Sometimes 
it puts pressure on me because this is such a big and great 
organization and I do not want to hold them down, but it also 
motivates me to be best I can be to represent this tremendous 
university. I am very thankful to play golf tournaments with the 
Ohio State logo on my left chest.  

THE EXPERIENCE 
HERE IS SO 
AMAZING THAT 
GIVING BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY 
IS THE LEAST WE 
CAN DO.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

• Senior Marc Loving finished with 134 career games played 
as a Buckeye, good enough for a tie at the No. 9 spot in Ohio 
State history. He also finished in the No. 4 spot in both career 
3-pointers made (176) and attempted (477).

• Thad Matta now owns the record for most games coached in 
Ohio State history with 460 (337-123).

• The Buckeyes have won 210 games starting with the 2009-10 
season to date, which already rates as the most successful 
decade in Ohio State history with two years remaining (2010-
2019). The previous record was 189 wins from 1980-89.

• Thad Matta will enter the 2017-18 season No. 8 nationally 
among active coaches in career win percentage (439-154/.740). 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

• Won a share of its 15th Big Ten regular season championship 
and the first since 2011.

• Advanced to the Sweet 16 for the second-straight year, the first 
time that happened since the 1988-89 seasons.

• Kelsey Mitchell was named to the Big Ten Player of the Year 
for the second time in her career and she received All-America 
honors for the third-straight seasons.

• For the second-straight season, the Buckeyes set the school’s 
single-season scoring record and finished fourth in the country 
in points per game.

FENCING

• Finished second in the team competition of the 2017 NCAA 
Fencing Championships for the second straight year with 11 of 
the maximum 12 participants. 

• The Buckeyes made five appearances in medal rounds, most 
out of 27 teams at the championships.

• Ohio State finished with seven All-Americans in addition to one 
silver medal and four bronze medals.

• The Scarlet and Gray claimed their fourth-consecutive Midwest 
Fencing Conference championship and 11th in program history, 
earning five squad titles and three team crowns. 

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY

• The Buckeyes returned to the NCAA Tournament for the first 
time since 2009 with a record of 21-12-6, their most wins since 
2009.

• Sophomore Mason Jobst was a First Team All-Big Ten 
selection and was the Big Ten co-Scoring Champion with 34 
points in 20 conference games. He had 55 points, the most for 
a Buckeye since 1998, while his 36 assists were the most for an 
Ohio State skater since 1992. 

• Senior Nick Schilkey scored a career-high 27 goals to lead the 
B1G and rank third in the NCAA, the most for a Buckeye since 
1992. He ended his career with 130 points and was the first 
Buckeye with 130 or more since 2004. 

• Schilkey, goalie Christian Frey and defenseman Josh Healey 
were all Second Team All-Big Ten selections and sophomore 
Dakota Joshua was an honorable mention pick. 

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY

• Kassidy Sauve became the first goaltender in school history 
to be named an All-American. She set school records in saves 
(1,135) and save percentage (.942) during the 2016-17 season. 
Her single-season saves total ranks 6th in NCAA history. 

• Sauve and freshman Jincy Dunne were both named All-WCHA 
performers, the first time since the 2013-14 season Ohio State 
had multiple all-conference honorees. Dunne was also named 
to the WCHA All-Rookie team, the third year in a row the 
Buckeyes have had a freshman earn that recognition. 

• First-year head coach Nadine Muzerall and her team won 
14 games in 2016-17, including the program’s first postseason 
victory since 2013-14. Against non-conference opponents Ohio 
State was a perfect 6-0-0 with a 24-1 goal differential.

• Defensemen Dani Sadek (92) and Jessica Dunne (87) 
ranked first and second, respectively, in the NCAA in blocked 
shots, while Jincy Dunne (75) led all freshmen in the country. 
Sophomore forward Maddy Field led the team with 30 points 
and was second among all WCHA underclassmen in points 
scored.

MEN’S INDOOR TRACK & FIELD

• Nick Demaline earned First Team All-America honors in the 
shot put with a sixth-place finish at the NCAA Championships.

• Nick Gray broke his own meet record at the Big Ten 
Championships in the 200m dash to take gold with a time of 
20.58.

• Anthony Johnson set the school record on his way to a third-
place showing in the 600m run at the Big Ten Championships 
with a time of 1:15.99.

• Deshawn Marshall earned Second Team All-America honors in 
the 200m dash (21.27) at the NCAA Championships.

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

• Sade Olatoye set the school record in the weight throw and 
became the first woman in program history to win both the shot 
put and weight throw titles at the same Big Ten Championships. 
Olatoye became the first woman in program history to be 
named the Big Ten Field Athlete of the Year. She was named 
a First Team All-American after her fourth-place finish in the 
weight throw at the NCAA Championships. 

• Karrington Winters (1:27.60) and Rachel Weber (1:28.11) ran 
the two fastest 600m times in school history at the Big Ten 
Championships for a one-two finish.

• Madison Roberts broke the school record in the pole vault with 
a clearance of 4.00m (13-1.50) at the Big Ten Championships.

• The foursome of Beatrice Hannan, Winters, Aaliyah Barnes 
and Maggie Barrie became the first 4x400m relay in school 
history to earn First Team All-America honors while setting the 
school record with a sixth-place finish (3:31.23) at the NCAA 
Championships 

WINTER SPORTS SUCCESS
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PISTOL

• At the 2017 National Collegiate Pistol Championships the 
Buckeyes claimed the fourth women’s team aggregate 
championship in school history and Irina Andrianova won her 
fourth individual championship, coming out on top in women’s 
sport pistol. Ohio State finished fourth overall at the 2017 
National Collegiate Pistol Championships

• For Andrianova it was her third consecutive title in that event 
and the 33rd individual national championship in program 
history. 

• The other three women’s team aggregate crowns came in 
2004, 2005, and 2009. This year’s championship marks the 
32nd team title in Ohio State history.

• Seth Bearjar was named a finalist for the Big Ten Medal of 
Honor, which is given to one male and one female student-
athlete at each Big Ten institution who is a graduating senior 
and has shown “the greatest proficiency in athletics and 
scholastic work.”

RIFLE

• Qualified for the NCAA Championship for the second-straight 
season and for just the third time in program history.

• Set the school’s single-match air rifle, smallbore and aggregate 
records.

• Had the program’s highest NCAA three-score qualifying score.
• Drew Cheezum and Rhiann Travis both received All-America 

honors.

MEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

• Ohio State extended its impressive streak of postseason 
finishes; every year since 2007 it has finished in the Top-4 at 
Big Ten Championships and Top-20 at NCAA Championships. 
This season the Buckeyes finished second at Big Tens and 19th 
at NCAA’s.

• Matt McHugh won his third straight 100 butterfly Big Ten 
Championship and he also contributed to the 200 freestyle 
relay conference title. Fellow Buckeyes Mossimo Chavez, 
Josh Fleagle, and Thomas Trace all combined to win the 200 
free relay championship for the third time in program history. 

• Ohio State set eight school records at Big Tens this season.
• Diver Colin Zeng was an All-American in all three events: 

one-meter, three-meter, and platform. Teammate Christo Law, 
who qualified for the NCAA Championships on three-meter 
and platform, was an honorable mention All-American in both 
events.

WOMEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

• The Buckeyes finished in fifth place at Big Ten Championships 
and 19th place at NCAA Championships. It was the seventh 
time since 2010 they finished in the Top-5 at Big Ten’s and the 
second straight Top-20 finish at NCAA’s.

• Liz Li claimed a pair of Big Ten titles -- 50 freestyle and 100 
freestyle -- while Lindsey Clary won the Big Ten crown in 
the 400 IM. It was Li’s fourth career individual conference 
championship and Clary’s third.

• Both Clary and Li were also All-Americans; Clary was All-
American in the 400 IM and honorable mention in the 500 
freestyle. Li earned All-America status in the 50 freestyle and 
100 butterfly. She was joined by Maria Coy, Macie McNichols, 
and Chantel Wynn as an honorable mention All-American as 
members of the 200 freestyle relay.

• Senior Taylor Vargo was named a finalist for the Big Ten Medal 
of Honor, the most prestigious academic honor awarded by the 
conference.  

SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING

• Won the program’s 30th National Championship, the most of 
any sport at Ohio State.

• Dominated at the US Collegiate Championships, winning three 
of the four individual events as well as the technical event title.

• Senior Emma Baranski successfully defended her solo 
national title, received the High Point Award at the national 
championships and was named the 2017 US Collegiate 
Synchronized Swimming Student-Athlete of the Year.

• Head coach Holly Vargo Brown won her 23rd National Title as 
either an athlete, assistant coach or head coach and she was 
named the 2017 US Collegiate Coach of the Year.

WRESTLING

• Won the program’s second Big Ten championship in the last 
three years with a school-record four champions, six finalists 
and 139.5 points.

• Kyle Snyder became the fifth two-time NCAA champion 
in program history when he defeated Wisconsin’s Connor 
Medbery in the heavyweight finals.

• With 110 points, Ohio State finished as the national runner-up at 
the 2017 NCAA Championships. It was its fifth top-three finish in 
the last 11 years.

• The Buckeyes produced a school-record six All-Americans 
including one champion, one runner-up, two third-place 
finishes, one fourth place and one fifth place.




