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As head of The Ohio State University Alumni Association, Jim Smith is proud of 
a Buckeye Nation that includes more than half a million graduates and countless 
friends of Ohio State. It’s a source of unparalleled support for the university and 
a huge force for good in the world.
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What has changed since you took on 
this role?

The new Ohio State Alumni Magazine 
has grabbed a lot of positive 
attention, for good reasons. Our 
revamped magazine and multichannel 
communication plan through social, 
digital and print keeps our alumni 
informed and engaged with the 
university in the format they prefer. 
Moving printing to four times a year 
allows our editorial staff to fully tell 
stories of our amazing Buckeye spirit. 
From all the feedback we continue 
receiving after rolling out the beautiful 
redesign, our alumni love it. They truly 
find it to be the gathering place we 
envisioned and they deserve. 

How is the alumni association 
planning for the future? 

I’m grateful to our dedicated alumni 
association board of directors for 
helping us set our path forward with 
our new strategic plan. They put in 
countless hours, paying attention to 
every meaningful word — because 
those words reflect our Buckeye 
heritage, our land-grant roots, and 
are unique to Ohio State. The plan 
respects yesterday’s traditions, 
while allowing us to adapt to meet 
tomorrow’s needs and grow with our 
alumni base.

In 2016, Jim Smith ’91 MA left his role in 
marketing with the Atlanta Falcons to 
become the 11th president and CEO of 
the alumni association. With this move 
he came full circle — or should we say 
full Oval? — back to where he was a 
student. 

The alumni association is always 
searching for ways to showcase 
Buckeye pride. Through WexMed Live, 
a partnership with Ohio State’s Wexner 
Medical Center, the association 
helps highlight talented faculty and 
physicians in communities across 
the state and country. Opening in 
September 2018 on the grounds 
of Longaberger Alumni House, the 
Alumni Awards Garden will recognize 
honorees from the past 60 years. Read 
more about what Jim and his team 
have been working on.

What has been your favorite part 
about returning to Ohio State? 

It’s wonderful to be back home at Ohio 
State. I’m busy making new memories. 
By far, one of the best parts of my 
job is speaking at commencement 
ceremonies. In this life-changing 
moment, I encourage our newest 
alumni to take to social media, 
follow us and affirm their lifelong 
friendship with Ohio State. To offer 
some additional incentive, during the 
spring ceremony, we gave away a tour 
package to Croatia!  

How do current students interact with 
the alumni association?

The Student-Alumni Council 
collaborates with the alumni 
association on the Homecoming 
Pep Rally, T-shirt sales and our 
annual Alumni Awards program. Our 
Buckeyes in Your Backyard program, 
now in its second year, engages 
student interns with alumni in their 
hometowns during the summer. Alumni 
also host many Buck-I-SERV students 
as they visit different cities for week-
long community service projects.

President Michael Drake has fittingly 
made access and affordability for 
students a top priority at Ohio State. 
To pay forward for our students, the 
alumni association will award $65,000 
through our endowed scholarship 
this year. We are also committed 
to ensuring our alumni clubs and 
societies can keep expanding their 
extraordinary scholarship funding. 

MAKING NEW BUCKEYE MEMORIES

$1.1 MILLION NEARLY 21,000 OHIO STATE ALUMNI

5X MORE
CONNECTED
TO THEIR ALMA MATER 
THAN OTHER UNIVERSITIES

– GALLUP REPORT

IN SCHOLARSHIP 
SUPPORT PROVIDED 
BY ALUMNI CLUBS 

AND SOCIETIES 
IN 2017

ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS 
CONNECT THEIR 

PASSIONS TO PURPOSE 

For more on The Ohio State 
University Alumni Association, 
visit osu.edu/alumni

Interview by Shanna Finley


