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 “The Best Damn Band in the Land” is the 228-member, all brass and 
percussion Ohio State Marching Band that formed in 1878 as a military 
band. Also known as  “THE PRIDE OF THE BUCKEYES,”  the band 
perhaps is best known for the incomparable Script Ohio. 

SKULL SESSION
Skull Session, in St. John 
Arena, starts approximately 
two hours and 20 minutes 
before kickoff of every home 
football game. It is a popular 
concert/pep rally with more 
than 10,000 fans typically in 
attendance. Seats for Skull 
Session are in high demand 
and it is not unusual for 
dedicated fans to arrive up to 
two hours before the band. 

RAMP ENTRANCE
The Marching Band’s Ohio 
Stadium ramp entrance dates 
back to 1928. Following its 
performance at Skull Session, 
the band forms outside St. 
John Arena and marches 
across Woody Hayes Drive to 
drum cadences before entering 
the stadium through the North 
Rotunda. The percussionists 
come down the ramp and take 
the field in silence. As the 
cadences begin, the stadium 
comes to life as the first 
trumpets lead the band onto 
the field. A highlight of the 
entrance is the drum major’s 
back bend at the introduction 
to “Buckeye Battle Cry.”

SCRIPT OHIO
Script Ohio was first performed 
by the band on Oct. 10, 1936, 
and is widely known as the 
signature of the Ohio State 
Marching Band. Each time 
the band performs Script 
Ohio, a fourth- or fifth-year 
sousaphone player is chosen 
to stand as the dot of the 
“i.” On very rare occasions, 
exceptional non-band 
members are offered the 
invitation to be an honorary 
i-dotter in recognition of their 
service to Ohio State and to 
the band.

100% TBDBITL
Ohio State Marching Band 
students give 100% on and 
off the field — and now, we 
endeavor to provide 100% of 
them with scholarship support. 
Learn more about the 100% 
TBDBITL scholarship initiative 
at tbdbitl.osu.edu/give.

To order any OSUMB recordings, 
contact the band through its 
website at tbdbitl.osu.edu or 
email osumb@osu.edu.
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