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For over 32 years, 

the Nourse family has 

been intimately involved 

with Ohio State Athletics, 

especially with the Buckeye 

tennis programs. Beginning 

by providing cars for coaches 

through the Nourse Family 

Dealerships, they have 

now built an invaluable 

relationship with Ohio State 

tennis and continue to make 

contributions that have a 

momentous impact upon 

Buckeye student-athletes, 

coaches and staff.  

Eva (class of 1983) and Dick Nourse’s latest 

transformational gift to The Ohio State University reflects 

their commitment to the sport of tennis and their desire 

to create opportunities for young people to reach their 

fullest potential. It will ensure that the tennis teams will 

have a high-caliber indoor tennis complex to practice and 

compete and will centralize all tennis operations to one 

geographic footprint. 

Beyond financial support, the Nourse family has been an 

advocate for everything that the tennis programs do on 

the courts, in the classroom and in the community. Eva and 

Dick support the team during practices, home matches, 

and when the Buckeyes are on the road. The family has 

been, and continues to be, an incredible champion for our 

student-athletes and an ideal role model for them to aspire 

to become.

“The Nourse family has been instrumental in the success of 

Buckeye tennis. I am so fortunate to have this relationship 

with Dick, as he has been a great advocate for me,” Ty 

Tucker, The Ohio State University director of tennis and 

head men’s tennis coach, said. 

As a former tennis player at Wittenberg University, Dick 

was a two-time All-Ohio Athletic Conference selection 

and a team captain. As a life-long tennis enthusiast, he 

understands the virtues that the sport instills in its athletes 

and he has been able to transfer the lessons learned 

Established in 2005, the Pay Forward 
Society was created to distinguish a 
group of benefactors, whether individual 
or group, who have provided single gifts 
of $5 million or more to the Department 
of Athletics at The Ohio State University. 
The society’s name is borrowed from the 
teachings of former coach Woody Hayes.

on the courts to all aspects of life. It is evidenced by the 

competitive spirit of “every customer matters” at work 

to the compassionate family atmosphere taken from the 

locker room to their home. 

“Being an OSU fan isn’t a noun, it’s a verb,” Dick believes. 

“It’s an action word, not a moment in time when you hand 

someone a check. I encourage other OSU fans to take 

advantage of other opportunities to give and to stay 

engaged with the university. OSU is a lifetime relationship.” 

The Nourse family’s philanthropy has touched the lives of 

many Buckeyes and continues today through Eva and Dick 

carrying on the family’s legacy. The Ohio State University 

Department of Athletics is forever grateful for their 

generosity and support. 
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