
8 2018 Ohio State Football

3. SEVEN WILL CAPTAIN OHIO STATE IN 2018
The Ohio State football team has voted on and selected seven 
players to serve as its captains for the 2018 season. This year’s 
group includes a pair of returning captains from 2017 – WRs 
Terry McLaurin and Parris Campbell – along with a third fifth-
year senior WR in Johnnie Dixon, OT Isaiah Prince, DE Nick 
Bosa, SAF Jordan Fuller and LB Tuf Borland.  

4. OHIO STATE ON CUSP OF NO. 1
Ohio State enters the 2018 college football season on the cusp 
of being the No. 1 program in the history of college football in 
terms of winning percentage. Ohio State is currently fourth in 
all-time winning percentage, but just .04 percentage points 
behind No. 1.

ALL-TIME WON-LOSS RECORDS BY WINNING %

2. NCAA TOP 10 WINNINGEST PROGRAMS

1. .729 – Michigan
 .729 – Notre Dame
3. .726 – Boise State
4. .725 – Ohio State
5. .723 – Oklahoma
 .723 – Alabama
7. .705 – Texas
8. .701 – USC

1. SEASON SETUP
Ohio State begins its 129th season of football today against 
Oregon State. The Buckeyes are 898-324-53 all-time.

TEAM WINS
1.  Michigan 943

2.  Notre Dame 906

3.  Ohio State 898

 Texas 898

5.  Nebraska 893

6.  Alabama 891

7.  Oklahoma 884

8.  Penn State 878

9.  USC 834

10. Tennessee 833

5. THE TOTAL PROGRAM
Comparing Ohio State’s Top 15 NCAA statistical rankings 
annually between 2012-17 in four key offensive and defensive 
categories – total offense/defense and rushing, pass efficiency 
and scoring on both sides of the ball – against a select group 
of other programs confirms that Ohio State is as good as it gets 
with regard to excellence on both offense AND defense. Ohio 
State has finished among the Top 15 in those select categories 
28 times – 15 times on offense and 13 on defense. Only one of 
the 12 other teams had more Top 15 finishes.

Ohio State led with 15 offensive Top 15s, and it is also the only 
team among these 13 that has finished in the Top 15 in all eight 
categories over this time.

NUMBER OF TOP 15 NCAA RANKINGS
(2012–17)

31 – Alabama (9 offensive Top 15s, 22 defensive)
28 – Ohio State (15-13)
22 – Clemson (9-13)
19 – Wisconsin (3-16)
16 – Michigan (1-15)
15 – Florida (0-15)
15 – Florida State (5-10)
13 – Michigan State (2-11)
12 – Georgia (6-6)
10 – Auburn (7-3)
9 – Penn State (2-7)
4 – Notre Dame (1-3)
2 – Texas (1-1)
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6. LIKE TO WIN? COME TO OHIO STATE.
Ohio State is as dominant a program this century as any, and 
the results are indicative of this. Comparing the Buckeyes’ 
achievements since 2000 with a select group of schools will 
find Ohio State No. 1 in most conference titles, No. 1 in most 10-
plus win seasons and No. 2 in most 12-plus win seasons. Ohio 
State is also No. 1 in conference winning percentage (.820) this 
century and tied for No. 2 in national titles.

MOST CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS  (Since 2000)
8 – Ohio State ................................... 17-14-09-08-07-06-05-02
7 – USC ...................................................... 2017-08-07-06-04-03-02
7 – Florida State......................................... 2014-13-12-05-03-02-00
5 – Alabama ............................................................. 2016-15-14-12-09
4 – LSU ............................................................................2011-07-03-01
4 – Clemson......................................................................2017-16-15-11
3 – Florida ......................................................................... 2008-06-00
3 – Georgia .........................................................................2017-05-02
3 – Wisconsin ........................................................................2012-11-10
3 – Mich. State .....................................................................2015-13-10
3 – Penn State ....................................................................2016-08-05
3 – Michigan ..................................................................... 2004-03-00
1 – Texas ......................................................................................... 2009

MOST 10-WIN SEASONS (SINCE 2000)
13 ................................................. Ohio State
11 ..............................................................Georgia
11 ............................................................ Alabama
10 ...................................................................USC
9 .................................................................. Texas
9 ..........................................................Wisconsin
9 ..................................................................... LSU
8 ..................................................... Florida State
7 ............................................................ Clemson
7 ................................................................ Florida
6 ................................................. Michigan State
6 ............................................................Michigan
5 .........................................................Penn State
4 ......................................................Notre Dame

7. THE OFFENSE
A DEEP WR UNIT
Seven lettermen and all the starters return at receiver, including 
fifth-year performers Parris Campbell, Johnnie Dixon and Terry 
McLaurin, and the leading returning receiver, junior K.J. Hill (56 
receptions in 2017). Dixon led the team with eight touchdown 
catches. Campbell was second with 40 receptions and 
McLaurin was third in both receptions (29) and touchdowns (six).

Additionally, three more players – Austin Mack, Binjimen Victor 
and C.J. Saunders – each caught at least 17 passes for more 
than 220 yards and an eighth receiver – Demario McCall – is 
coming off a redshirt year as a sophomore but in limited time 
has already produced six 20-plus-yard plays from scrimmage. 
As a unit, the 2018 receivers had a combined 214 receptions for 
3,002 yards and 31 touchdowns. No group of receivers in Ohio 
State history has ever been more productive.

NINE ON THE LINE
On offense, the Buckeyes return nine lettermen along the 
offensive line, including two-year starters in senior tackle Isaiah 
Prince and junior guard Michael Jordan. Two additional starters 
who split time at guard also return: Demetrius Knox, a fifth-
year senior, and Branden Bowen, a fourth-year junior. The pair 
started eight and six games, respectively, last year with Knox 
taking over after Bowen was injured. Returning lettermen on 
the line include fifth-year seniors Brady Taylor and Malcolm 
Pridgeon, fourth-year junior Joshua Alabi and true sophomore 
Thayer Munford.

TWO 1,000-YARD RUSHERS
Running back is also a position of strength that boasts two 1,000-
yard rushers: J.K. Dobbins, who started every game in 2017 as 
a true freshman and set the school record for a freshman with 
1,403 yards; and Mike Weber, the every-game starter as a true 
freshman in 2016 when he rushed for 1,096 yards.

At quarterback, the transfer of fourth-year junior Joe Burrow to 
LSU leaves Dwayne Haskins as the only returning signal caller 
with game experience. Tate Martell has a year at scout team 
under his belt and he battled for playing time this spring.

Junior Rashod Berry and sophomore Luke Farrell have tight end 
experience. They’ll be joined by sophomore Jake Hausman and 
talented freshman Jeremy Ruckert in the competition to replace 
29-game starter Marcus Baugh.

2018 OUTLOOK
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8. THE DEFENSE
BOSA, JONES & CO.

The defense figures to be led for a second consecutive year by 
a talented defensive line that loses some depth at end but may 
be even better inside with three top tackles coming into the 
program this year. Nick Bosa, a first team AFCA All-American 
and the Big Ten Conference’s Smith-Brown defensive lineman 
of the year, is the leader of this unit that returns eight lettermen, 
including two-year starting tackle Dre’mont Jones, and that 
combined for 43 tackles-for-losses totaling 178 yards. A pair of 
considerably talented defensive ends – junior Jonathan Cooper 
and sophomore Chase Young – will gang up with Bosa for an 
enviable trio on the outside. Meanwhile, plenty of depth and 
talent returns (and arrives) at tackle in support of Jones. Juniors 
Robert Landers, Jashon Cornell and Davon Hamilton all played 
extensively in 2017 with sophomores Haskell Garrett and Malik 
Barrow, and redshirt freshman Jerron Cage also returning. This 
group will be joined by three highly touted players from the 
2018 recruiting class: juco transfer and early enrollee Antwuan 
Jackson, early enrollee Tommy Togiai and the No. 1 DT recruit in 
the nation from the 2018 class: Taron Vincent.

LOTS OF LBS
The linebacker position is intriguing. The unit lost two key 
starters, but sophomore Tuf Borland earned nine starts in the 
middle last year and fifth-year senior Dante Booker has seven 
career starts on the outside. Borland suffered an ankle area 
injury during the spring and will be out for the foreseeable future. 
Meanwhile, junior Malik Harrison had over 300 snaps on defense 
last year, including 73 vs. Penn State, and he starred in his first 
career start with six tackles vs. Michigan State. Juniors Keandre 
Jones and Justin Hilliard, and sophomores Baron Browning 
and Pete Werner, have all cut their teeth successfully on special 
teams and will make this a position group to watch this fall.

DBS IN RELOAD MODE
The secondary, which has produced five first-round NFL Draft 
picks the last three NFL drafts, is in reload mode. Two starters 
return – juniors Jordan Fuller at safety and Damon Arnette at 
cornerback – and second-year Buckeyes Kendall Sheffield 
and Jeffrey Okudah are two talented Texans returning at 
cornerback. Key will be finding the second safety to line up 
opposite Fuller.

9. GROUND SUPERIORITY
Ohio State is on a rushing roll! The program is in the midst of 
its best decade ever in terms of 1,000-yard rushers, in terms of 
leading the Big Ten in rushing and in terms of yards per carry 
average. And the potential to add to those numbers this year 
is great with Ohio State’s returning running back duo of Mike 
Weber and J.K. Dobbins.

HERE’S WHY:
•  Mike and J.K. are the first set of Ohio State running backs to 

enter a season with each already owning a 1,000-yard rushing 
campaign (Braxton Miller and Ezekiel Elliott did in 2015, but 
Braxton was a QB);

•  The duo will be vying to become only the second set of 
Buckeye running backs to each gain 1,000 yards rushing in 
the same season, and the third Buckeye duo overall (Archie 
Griffin & Pete Johnson in 1975; and Carlos Hyde and QB 
Braxton Miller in 2013); and

•  They’ll be looking to extend the school record for consecutive 
seasons with a 1,000-yard rusher to seven.

10. BUCKEYES ALL OVER PRESEASON WATCH LISTS

Nick Bosa
Bednarik Award
Maxwell Award
Bronko Nagurski Award
AP Preseason All-American

Parris Campbell
Paul Hornung Award

Drue Chrisman
Ray Guy Award

J.K. Dobbins
Doak Walker Award
Maxwell Award

Luke Farrell
John Mackey Award

Jordan Fuller
Jim Thorpe Award

Dre’Mont Jones
Bronko Nagurski Award
Outland Trophy

Michael Jordan
Outland Trophy

Isaiah Prince
Outland Trophy
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