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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

The Ohio State University is blessed to have an extraordinary group of student-athletes who 
work hard every day to make you proud to call them Buckeyes. The exemplary group of 
young men and women competing on our 36 varsity teams exude dedication and discipline 
in their efforts to continue the tradition of success here at Ohio State.

When our student-athletes decide to come to Ohio State, they commit themselves to 
fulfilling the legacy that was created by the Buckeyes before them. Each one understands 
the rich tradition that Ohio State proudly holds and strives to uphold it for future generations 
of Buckeyes. 

Through tremendous amounts of hard work and dedication, our Buckeye student-athletes 
have accomplished remarkable things; a few of which are highlighted in this publication. 
These individual accolades are an acknowledgment of the tireless effort of student-athletes, 
their athletic achievements, and their strength of character. 

The development of strong-minded, socially-conscious leaders is one of the underlying 
goals of Ohio State Athletics. Through the collective effort of each Department of Athletics 
employee, we hope to educate each student-athlete with quality academic, competitive, 
leadership and social experiences to build a sense of responsibility and foster an 
appreciation for life-long learning.

In this edition of Seasons Pass, you will read about some of the personal achievements of a 
few of our outstanding student-athletes who exemplify these goals, as well as a few of the 
individuals who help to make their collegiate experiences possible. 

Thank you for all that you do for Ohio State Athletics. 
GO BUCKS!

Gene Smith
Vice President & Wolfe Foundation Endowed Athletics Director
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MAKING HISTORY
Francesca Di Lorenzo made an immediate splash in 
her first semester as a Buckeye. The New Albany, 
Ohio, native captured the USTA/ITA National Indoor 
Intercollegiate Championship singles crown on 
November 15; the first national title in Ohio State 
women’s tennis history.

BUCKEYE CLUB DONOR PROFILE   4
Iris S. Wolstein is committed to the continuation of her 
late husband, Bert L. Wolstein’s, interest in leadership and 
giving back to the community, and more specifically, The 
Ohio State University. The Wolstein Leadership Academy, 
approaching the one-year anniversary of its initiation, 
embodies both initiatives by developing student-athletes 
into leaders.

STUDENT-ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHTS   5, 11, 17, 21, 25
Life as a student-athlete at Ohio State is much more than 
what happens between the lines of competition. The 
opportunity to be a Buckeye molds boys and girls into 
young men and women that are prepared to attack the 
‘real world’ in a manner which makes all 
Ohio State alumni proud.

BASKETBALL EXCELLENCE   12
The hallways of Ohio State Basketball’s practice 
facility recently received a facelift, graphically and 
technologically telling the story of Buckeyes past, present 
and future. The latest addition secures the Buckeyes 
standing among the nation’s best collegiate basketball 
preparation environments.

BEING A BUCKEYE   14
Columbus’ own, Chris Diaz, elected to ‘stay home’ and play 
tennis for The Ohio State University. He cites a sense of 
community, networking and the family aspect of Ohio State 
as reasons for his decision to become a Buckeye.

SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE   18
Rachael Dzierzak was told it is impossible to major 
in architecture and compete as a Division-I swimmer 
simultaneously; there simply wasn’t enough time in the 
day to do both. Bill Dorenkott, Ohio state head women’s 
swimming coach, begged to differ though. 

HOLY COW!   26
After winning her first career professional golf tournament 
this summer, Rachel Rohanna utilized her $16,500 cash 
winnings to make an unusual purchase. ‘Moo’ve on to 
page 26 to read more about the newly-minted LPGA Tour 
member.

FIESTA BOWL CHAMPS   29
Ohio State Football lifted the Fiesta Bowl trophy for the 
fifth time in seven all-time trips to the desert. Ezekial 
Elliott rushed for 149 yards and four touchdowns and the 
Buckeye Senior Class completed a four-year run which 
included a 50-4 overall record.

8

FEATURES

BUCKEYE WRESTLING
The defending NCAA champions have been ranked in the Top 10 of every major poll and 
are led by Nathan Tomasello, No. 1 nationally at 125 lbs., and Bo Jordan, No. 2 at 165 lbs.
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BUCKEYE CLUB DONOR PROFILE STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

MARC LOVING
Basketball • Toledo, Ohio • Sociology major

Marc Loving is a junior forward on the Ohio State men’s 
basketball team. The Toledo, Ohio, native became a regular 
starter during his sophomore season and has continued that role 
in 2015-16. He averaged 9.4 points and 3.6 rebounds last year 
and is producing over 16 points and nearly seven boards a game 
this season at the time of publication.

Why did you choose to major in sociology and how do you 
plan to use your education in the future?
I took the exploration class and it talked about if there are 100 
people in a community and 99 of them are successful, is it the 
fault of the community that one person isn’t successful or is it the 
individual’s problem? This class forced me to think a little deeper 
than just the surface and I enjoy that. 
 
If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say? 
I sincerely thank them for their contribution and generosity. 
Without their help I would not have had the opportunity to chase 
my dreams. I am forever thankful for this. 
 

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become? 
Being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University has 
groomed me to be able to be successful in the future. The 
lessons I learn on a daily basis are countless and things that will 
stick with me forever. 
 
What is your favorite Ohio State tradition? 
Carmen Ohio.
 
What does it mean personally to you to be a Buckeye?
For me, it’s a dream come true. Growing up in a household full 
of Buckeye fans, there was no other lifestyle I knew. I personally 
represent the University with a great sense of pride because 
there is no other place I would rather be. It’s home. 

THE LESSONS 
I LEARN ON A 
DAILY BASIS ARE 
COUNTLESS AND 
THINGS THAT WILL 
STICK WITH ME 
FOREVER.
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Iris S. Wolstein and her husband, the late Bert L. Wolstein, have 
been actively involved with the Ohio State Department of Athletics 
for many years and their latest contribution is adding a new level 
to the family’s legacy of giving back. The Wolstein Leadership 
Academy is approaching the one-year anniversary of its initiation 
and is destined to shape the lives of future leaders.

“The Wolstein Leadership Academy is a 
comprehensive program crafted to assist our 
student-athletes on their personal leadership 
journey,” T.J. Shelton, associate director of 
athletics, said. 

The Wolstein family name adorns the southeast 
tower of Ohio Stadium (Iris S. and Bert L. 
Wolstein Football Center), the playing surface 
at Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium (Iris S. and 
Bert L. Wolstein Field) and an annual collegiate 
soccer tournament (Bert and Iris Wolstein 
Classic) hosted by Ohio State. The couple’s 
philanthropic efforts extend far beyond Buckeye 
Athletics and The Ohio State University, 
however, evidenced by their designation as 
one of “The 60 Most Generous Donors” by The 
Chronical of Philanthropy. The Wolsteins have long supported 
educational efforts at Ohio State, Cleveland State and Case 
Western Universities over the past several decades. 

While the construction of buildings is monumental to the success 
of the universities, both Bert and Iris have emphasized the 
importance of student development.

“My husband was very interested in helping youth further their 
education and he always gave kids advice about going to school, 
business and law school,” Iris said, in regards to a $3.4 million 
donation to the Max M. Fisher College of Business at Ohio State. 
“I’m continuing to honor his interests in developing leaders 
because that is important to me as well.”

The Wolstein Leadership Academy is designed 
to do just that - develop leaders. Student-athletes 
selected to participate in the program are being 
taught leadership competencies such as self-
awareness, emotional intelligence, effective 
communication and problem-solving strategies. 
Approximately 60 Ohio State student-athletes 
have participated since its inception last Spring.

“We are all very grateful to the Wolsteins for 
providing us with this amazing opportunity,” 
Claudia Kepler, a member of the Ohio State 
women’s hockey team, said.

“It’s important to have a true interest in why you’re 
giving financial gifts,” Iris said. “Anybody can write 
a check, but I think it’s essential to back up your 

donation with an interest in the program. It is very gratifying to see 
how your donation is working to help these kids.” 

IRIS WOLSTEIN

“IT IS VERY 
GRATIFYING TO 
SEE HOW YOUR 

DONATION IS 
WORKING TO 
HELP THESE 

KIDS.” 
IRIS WOLSTEIN
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RECENT GRADUATE 
PROGRAM

Also available through 
the Buckeye Club…

JOIN THE BUCKEYE CLUB!
Support student-athlete 
scholarships and receive access to 
2016 Football Season Tickets

LETTERWINNERS 
LEVEL 
The Buckeye Club now offers all former letterwinners 
the same benefits including the opportunity to purchase 
two season tickets for the 2016 season!

Upon joining the Recent Graduate Program, members will 
begin a 5-year graduated donor scale for ticket eligibility.

Deadline to join is April 30, 2016 SUPPORT YOUR BUCKEYES  go.osu.edu/BuckeyesForever 

The Ohio State University Department of Athletics is 
one of the most visible, respected and accomplished 
programs in the nation.  It ranks among the largest by 
two important measures – number of student-athletes 
(over 900) and number of sports (36).  Remaining in the 
forefront of scholarship, innovation and intercollegiate 
competition requires an incredible commitment from a 
generous group of supporters.

The Buckeye Club is the fundraising umbrella of Ohio 
State Athletics and provides a way for individuals and 
organizations to help our talented young people receive 
a quality education and competitive experience.

The mission of the Buckeye Club is to directly support 
the overall goals of the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics by generating the funds for athletics grant-in-aid 
and scholarships for student-athletes in 36 varsity sports. 
It strives to embrace and engage the most dedicated 
Buckeye fans within the OSU community to further 
promote the passion and camaraderie that makes the 
University so unique.

Buckeyes Forever has been created to continue 
fulfilling the Buckeye Club’s mission. Ohio State 
University alumni and friends, who are dedicated to 
the continued success of Buckeye student-athletes, 
can make a lasting impact on the program by giving to 
the Department of Athletics through a planned gift.

BUCKEYES

Securing the Future of Ohio State Athletics Today



Freshman Francesca Di Lorenzo claimed the first national title in Ohio State 
women's tennis history on Nov. 15, winning the USTA/ITA National Indoor 
Intercollegiate Championship final at the USTA-Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center in Flushing, N.Y. In the championship match, Di Lorenzo downed 
Clemson's Joana Eidukonyte, the preseason No. 11 player, 6-3, 6-1.

"I played some pretty good tennis," Di Lorenzo told ESPN3, which broadcast the 
match, after the win, her fifth of the tournament. "The first match was a little rusty 
but I got into it after that and just kept going from there, being aggressive and 
playing my game."

Di Lorenzo, from New Albany, Ohio, received a wildcard spot from the USTA 
into the 32-player singles draw. She was rated the top freshman/newcomer in 
college tennis entering this season by the ITA and advanced to the US Open 
Juniors singles and doubles semifinals in September.

"I think (the match) went pretty well," Di Lorenzo told ITATennis.com. "I wasn't 
hitting my backhand as well as I would've liked or how I had in previous 
matches, but I think I kept the ball moving well with my forehand, moved her well 
and came in when I had my opportunities."

In the final, Di Lorenzo won the first three games, including breaking at love 
in the third game. Each player was unable to hold serve the next three games 
before Eidukonyte held to make the score 4-3 in favor of Di Lorenzo. The 
Buckeye freshman answered with a hold of her own to go ahead 5-3 and then 
broke to claim the set, 6-3.

In the second set, Di Lorenzo won the first five games (part of a streak of seven 
consecutive games), holding at love three times and breaking at love in the 
fourth game. Eidukonyte held for a 5-1 score but Di Lorenzo closed out the 
championship on her next service game.

"It's definitely an exciting way to finish out the Fall; it could've have ended any 
better," Di Lorenzo told ITATennis.com. "I'm just happy to represent my school 
and this was a really cool moment."

In the tournament, Di Lorenzo downed three seeded players, beating No. 8 
seed Stephanie Wagner of Miami, in the semifinals, the No. 3 seed in the Round 
of 16 and the No. 6 seed (the defending NIIC champion) in the quarterfinals. She 
dropped just one set in her five matches.

The ITA National Indoor Intercollegiate Championships closed out the 
Buckeyes' Fall schedule. The team will open its dual match slate Jan. 16 with a 
doubleheader vs. Xavier and Bowling Green in Columbus.

Champion! 
Di Lorenzo 
Captures National 
Indoors Title

MAKING HISTORY

ITA National Intercollegiate 
Indoor Championships

USTA-Billie Jean King National Tennis 
Center | Flushing, N.Y.

Round of 32
Francesca Di Lorenzo (Ohio State) def. 

Maiar Sherif Ahmed (Fresno State), 
6-4, 6-1

Round of 16
Francesca Di Lorenzo (Ohio State) def. 

No. 3 Hayley Carter (North Carolina), 
6-2, 6-4

Quarterfinals
Francesca Di Lorenzo (Ohio State) def. 

No. 6 Julia Elbaba (Virginia), 
6-0, 4-6, 6-3

Semifinals
Francesca Di Lorenzo (Ohio State) def. 

No. 8 Stephanie Wagner (Miami), 
6-4, 6-4

Final
Francesca Di Lorenzo (Ohio State) def. 

Joana Eidukonyte (Clemson), 
6-3, 6-1
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"I played 
some pretty 
good tennis.”
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

FARES ARFA
Fencing • Laval, Quebec • Political Science major

 WE NEVER FEEL 
ALONE, WHICH 
IS EXTREMELY 
IMPORTANT, 
ESPECIALLY IN AN 
INDIVIDUAL SPORT 
LIKE FENCING.

Fares Arfa is a junior sabre fencer from Laval, Quebec. Arfa 
earned a silver medal in this past October’s North American 
Cup in Richmond, Va. Last season, Arfa recorded a season-best 
11-4 record at the OSU Invitational. Arfa finished fifth at Midwest 
Regionals, qualifying for his second NCAA Championships 
appearance. He would go on to finish in 13th place at the event.
 
Why did you choose to major in political science and how do 
you plan to use your education in the future?
I chose political science as a major because I am interested 
in how a country is managed. I enjoy learning more about 
international politics and law is a potential career choice for me.

If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
I would thank them for their support and tell them that the 
money they are investing in the student-athletes is very helpful in 
many ways.

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become?
Being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University is a one-
of-a-kind experience. It promotes a team mentality that makes 
people come together. We never feel alone, which is extremely 
important, especially in an individual sport like fencing.

What is your favorite Ohio State tradition?
I really enjoy the Scarlet and Gray football game. There is 
something special going onto the middle of the field. Seeing 
all these strangers in the stands cheering and clapping simply 
because they are a part of the Buckeyes is pretty amazing.

What does it mean personally to you to be a Buckeye? 
For me, being a Buckeye means to be a part of something bigger 
than myself. I’m part of something that is going to continue even 
after I graduate. I represent not only my family’s name but an 
institution and I have to make sure to reflect that positively.

OHIO STATE UPSETS NO. 4 KENTUCKY
The Buckeyes held off a furious second-half rally by No. 4 Kentucky for a 

74-67 victory on Saturday, Dec. 19 in the CBS Sports Classic at Barclays Center.



BASKETBALL EXCELLENCE

“The hallway is a tremendous 
addition to the Schott. It 
further demonstrates that 
our commitment to women’s 
basketball is among the very 
best in college athletics. It will 
stand as a great showcase 
for Buckeye basketball for 
years to come.”

- KEVIN McGUFF
  Head Coach

In late November, the Ohio State men’s and women’s basketball programs strolled through a 
work environment much different than in days past. The Buckeye Basketball practice wing of the 
Schottenstein Center contains a hallway which now depicts The People, The Tradition and The 
Excellence of those who don the Scarlet & Gray. These newest graphical additions, along with the 
two practice gyms and Mike Conley, Jr. Strength and Conditioning Room added in 2013, complete 
one of the nation’s finest collegiate basketball atmospheres.

“We appreciate all the help 
with our new facility to 
graphically tell the story of 
Ohio State basketball. The 
upgrades further enhance the 
student-athlete and recruit 
experience in our facility.”

- DAVID EGELHOFF
  Director of Men’s Basketball Operations
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BEING A BUCKEYE
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Chris Diaz grew up in Columbus, Ohio and 
was “born into being a Buckeye.” Diaz’s 
parents both performed their medical 
residencies at The Ohio State University, 
although they were from Philadelphia. 

“When my parents first got to Columbus 
they were a little concerned by how much 
people loved the Buckeyes, now we are 
one of those families,” Diaz joked.

Diaz was highly recruited but became a 
Buckeye due to the sense of community, 
networking, and the family aspect Ohio 
State offered. 

“Ohio State is the full package. We have 
numerous opportunities as student-
athletes and the department does a great 
job at professional development, even if 
you’re not going pro in your sport.” 

Being an athlete wasn’t always easy for 
Diaz and despite being a contributor in the 
Ohio State Men’s Tennis 200-match home 
winning streak he states, “I have always 
been focused on academics but being 
able to balance that, with the travel in 
tennis, and a social life wasn’t easy.” 

Not only was Diaz a part of the 200-match 
home streak record, but he reflected back 
on his favorite memory at Ohio State that 
included coming in first place at the 2014 
indoor National Championships. 

“We lost a lot of players in 2013 so not a lot 
of people thought we would be good. We 
came out, beat a bunch of the best teams 
and won it all. It was a huge feat for us as a 
team,” Diaz said. 

“Being a part of the 200-match home 
streak was incredible. Everyone who came 
before me set the standard and we just 
tried to live up to their expectations. I just 
wanted to be a part of it and as a team 
we tried to extend it as long as possible.  
Having the student-athlete development 
complex will allow us to work together with 
all the athletes, sharing our traditions, build 
a better sense of community and get all 
the athletes working on the same page.”

Overall, Diaz will graduate from Ohio State 
with records, NCAA Championship, and 
an education from an amazing university. 
It’s safe to say, Chris Diaz left his mark as a 
Buckeye.

14 SEASONS PASS

WHAT BEING A BUCKEYE MEANS TO ME

CHRIS DIAZ  |  TENNIS
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHTSOCCER SUCCESS

ASIA DOSS
Basketball • Detroit, Mich. • Mechanical Engineering major

 IT’S HARD TO 
REALIZE JUST 
HOW MANY 
THINGS OHIO 
STATE IS LINKED 
TO AND THE 
OPPORTUNITIES 
THAT ARE OUT 
THERE FOR US.

Last year as a freshman at The Ohio State University, Detroit, 
Mich., native Asia Doss immediately took advantage of every 
opportunity she could get her hands on. On the court, she 
stepped in right away and started all 35 games, averaging five 
points and three assists per game. In the classroom, she chose 
to enter the mechanical engineering world and that decision is 
quickly paying dividends. She has participated in a number of 
engineer job fairs.

Why did you choose to major in mechanical engineering and 
how do you plan to use your education in the future?
I really like hands-on things and figuring out how things work. 
I’ve been that way since I was really young. So engineering really 
interested me. Another good thing about mechanical engineering 
is that I can go a number of different directions when I graduate. I 
haven’t really narrowed it down yet.
 
If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
Obviously I would say ‘thank you’ but I would also say I really 
appreciate it because all of the connections I have made through 

engineering here at Ohio State have really helped me setup what 
I want to do the rest of my life.
 
How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become?
I have really learned a lot about myself both on and off the court. 
Seeing how other student-athletes prepare for games and how 
they work in the classroom has helped me be successful both in 
basketball and in life.
 
What is your favorite Ohio State tradition? 
I really love the connection everyone has with O-H-I-O. 
Everywhere we go, someone sees us wearing Ohio State gear 
and will yell O-H!
 
What does it mean personally to you to be a Buckeye?
It really means a lot. It’s hard to realize just how many things Ohio 
State is linked to and the opportunities that are out there for us. 
Being a Buckeye carries a lot weight. A good weight!

COLUMBUS CREW SC
• Celebrated 20th season with re-branding which included a new logo 

and team kits
• Advanced to the MLS Cup Finals and played at home in front of an 

over-capacity crowd exceeding 20,000-plus fans in attendance
• Kei Kamara scored a career-best 26 goals, four of which came during 

the club’s postseason run into the championship match
• Posted a regular season record of 15-11-8 to finish second in the MLS 

Eastern Conference
• Eliminated both the Montreal Impact and New York Red Bulls from the 

MLS Playoffs

Soccer fans in Columbus, Ohio, and the surrounding area were treated to 
championship-level soccer from multiple sources this Fall. Both the men’s 
and women’s programs from Ohio State, and Major League Soccer’s 
Columbus Crew SC, all advanced deep into postseason play. Check out 
some of the ‘fútbol’ highlights below:

OHIO STATE MEN’S SOCCER
• Advanced to the NCAA ‘Sweet 16’
• Captured the fourth Big Ten title in school history
• Collected the second most wins in OSU history with 13 victories 
 (13-7-3), rebounding from a 1-4 start to the season
• Liam Doyle named the Big Ten Defensive Player of the year while 
 Chris Froschauer picked up Goalkeeper of the Year honors.
• Produced a program-record four NSCAA All-Region honorees
• Doyle became the 11th Buckeye all-time to snag All-America recognition

PHOTO CREDIT: SAM GREENE | DISPATCH

OHIO STATE WOMEN’S SOCCER
• Advanced to the NCAA ‘Sweet 16’ for the third time in the 

last six seasons
• Completed the season with an overall record of 13-7-3
• Placed two student-athletes on the All-Great Lakes 

Region Team (Michela Paradiso and Nichelle Prince)
• Paradiso and Prince paced the team with six goals apiece 

while Prince also tied for the team lead with seven assists
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“Every other school that I 
visited told me that I wouldn’t 
be able to do it. Coach 
Dorenkott was the only one 
that told me I could.”

SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE

rachael dzierzak
SENIOR | BREASTSTROKE

PERRYSBURG, OHIO
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For swimmers, early season meets and practices are great 
opportunities to build up enough endurance and strength so 
that when the end of the season comes along, times can be 
where they need to be.

Buckeye swimmer Rachael Dzierzak is in the process of doing 
just that. Upon the conclusion of the OSU Invite on Nov. 20-22, 
the Perrysburg, Ohio native owned top-five times on the team in 
three separate events. 

The thing is, though, Dzierzak also is building towards 
something else. She’s building towards…well, buildings.

A senior, Dzierzak has been an architecture major in Ohio 
State’s Knowlton School of Architecture since the day she set 
foot on campus. The daughter of two engineers, she said she 
chose her current major over an engineering path because it 
would allow her to show more creativity.

Her choice of major might not have been the sole reason she 
chose to become a Buckeye, but it certainly helped her decision 
making process after talking with several other schools. 

“Every other school that I visited told me that I wouldn’t be 
able to do it,” Dzierzak said, regarding her decision to major in 
architecture while also joining the swim team. “Coach Dorenkott 
was the only one that told me I could.”

And she has. Last season, Dzierzak was not only named a 
Second Team All-Big Ten honoree, she also was named a 
scholar athlete by the university. Tangible proof that shows how 
hard she works in the pool and out of it, and how much time she 
devotes to bettering herself in both areas.

“It’s definitely pushed me to the limit some days,” she said. “I 
start with 6 a.m. practices and my classes don’t get done until 
5:30 p.m. Then I still have to get in my second two-hour workout 
and I usually still have homework after that.”

Despite the jam-packed schedule, Dzierzak was all smiles while 
talking about her busy life. She talked about her plans to attend 
graduate school in order to become a licensed architect, and 
she expressed nothing but gratitude for her opportunity to be 
able to pursue her passions, both athletically and academically.

“It means a lot to be able to be a part of something that’s bigger 
than I am and to have the opportunity to continue my schooling 
while also being able to swim,” she said. “It’s been so great 
because, coming in as a freshman, I would say I was average as 
a swimmer, but through all of the things we’re able to get here 
as student-athletes (tutors, training, nutrition) I worked myself up 
to being a runner-up at the Big Ten Championships last year.”

If she had the chance to do it over again, to go back and relive 
all of the mornings where she walked into the pool before the 
sun came up and walked in her front door long after it had gone 
down, Dzierzak said that she would. In fact she was confident 
that, given another crack at it, she could do everything better 
than she had up to this point now that she’s positive that it can 
be done. 

Given what we know about Rachael Dzierzak, we wouldn’t doubt 
that for a second.
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BO JORDAN
Wrestling • St. Paris, Ohio • Athletic Training major

THE PEOPLE 
AROUND ME 
MAKE IT FUN. 
THEY ARE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
THAT I’LL HAVE 
FOR THE REST OF 
MY LIFE.

Redshirt sophomore Bo Jordan helped the Ohio State wrestling 
team win its first-ever national championship last year, finishing 
third at 165 pounds on his way to a 22-2 overall record. In 2015-
16, Jordan is ranked among the top 165-pounders in the country 
and is expected to compete for an individual national title while 
leading the Buckeye charge to back-to-back team trophies. 

Why did you choose to major in athletic training and how do 
you plan to use your education in the future?
I’ve always been involved with sports – wrestling, specifically – 
and I’d like to remain involved after I graduate. It seemed like the 
best way to combine my love of athletics and heath care. I thought 
I could bring a unique perspective as a student-athlete myself.
 
If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
I would tell them that they are helping me live out my dream of 
competing at the very highest level while also getting a top-
quality education. And their support is helping us to attract the 
next generation of great Buckeyes.

 How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become?
It’s been everything I could have imagined and more. Being a 
part of winning a national championship last year is something 
I will never forget. And to also be here with my brother [Micah] 
makes it even more special. Growing up as an Ohio kid, it was 
my dream to wrestle at Ohio State. And it’s far exceeded my 
expectations.
 
What is your favorite Ohio State tradition? 
The tradition of excellence in everything that we do. There are 
no shortcuts here. We have a high expectation level and all the 
support and guidance to help reach that. 
 
What does it mean personally to you to be a Buckeye?
The relationships that I’ve built here are priceless. I come in 
everyday and wrestle, working hard towards a goal. The people 
around me make it fun. They have the same goals as me, they 
think like me. And they are relationships that I’ll have for the rest 
of my life.

The Ohio State University midfielder Zach Mason has been 
selected through nationwide balloting as the 2015 Senior CLASS 
Award® winner in NCAA Division I men’s soccer, becoming the 
second Buckeye in as many years to receive the prestigious 
national award. Mason, a native of Galena, Ohio, follows 2014 
winner Alex Ivanov as the second consecutive Buckeye to win the 
Senior CLASS Award for men’s soccer, marking the first time since 
the 2001 inception of the award that student-athletes from the same 
university have earned back-to-back awards in the same sport.

“It’s amazing to be the first team to win this award two years in a 
row,” said Mason, the 18th Senior CLASS Award winner from the 
Big Ten Conference. “Ivy [Alex Ivanov] set a great example for me 
to follow, and I tried to continue his legacy. It’s a testament to the 
high standards of Ohio State Athletics.”

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and Achievement for Staying 
in School®, the Senior CLASS Award focuses on the total student-
athlete in 10 NCAA sports and encourages students to use their 
platform in athletics to make a positive impact as leaders in their 
communities. To be eligible for the award, a student-athlete must 
be classified as an NCAA Division I senior and have notable 
achievements in four areas of excellence: classroom, community, 
character and competition. The award for men’s soccer is chosen 
by a vote of Division I men’s soccer coaches, national soccer 
media and fans, and is given annually to the most outstanding 
senior student-athlete in Division I men’s soccer.

“I am extremely humbled and happy to receive this award, and I'd 
like to dedicate it to my grandfather Timothy Boylan, who recently 
passed away,” said Mason. “Being a student-athlete at The Ohio 
State University has been one of the greatest experiences of my 
life. I've learned so much about myself and grown tremendously 
over these past four years. I've learned the importance of 
commitment and persistence, two values I will carry with me into 
the next chapter in my life. I’ve felt so much support from countless 
individuals and the entire Buckeye community, as well. This award 
is a win not just for me, but for all of Ohio State."

As a standout midfielder and two-time team captain, Mason guided 
the Buckeyes to their fourth Big Ten title and NCAA Sweet 16 
appearance, a program-record 10 home wins and eight-match win 
streak in 2015. Never missing a start in his four years in Columbus 
with 82 career nods, Mason earned Big Ten All-Tournament Team 
honors this season after being part of a Buckeye unit that earned 

10 clean sheets to lead the Big Ten. He scored his first career 
goal on Senior Night against Michigan in front of a packed Jesse 
Owens Memorial Stadium Nov. 4 to crown the Buckeyes as Big Ten 
champions.  Last year, he sent the Buckeyes to the NCAA second 
round after converting his penalty kick in the 15th round in an epic 
penalty shootout vs. in-state rival Akron.

Off the pitch, Mason also dedicated himself to classroom and 
community success. En route to a bachelor’s degree in operations 
management, Mason has earned three Academic All-Big Ten and 
OSU Scholar-Athlete honors, two Big Ten Distinguished Scholar 
nods and one NSCAA All-East Scholar recognition. He also 
participated in the 2015 Bucks Go Pro Summer Internship program 
as a way of developing his professional leadership and career skills.

“I’m extremely proud of Zach and very happy for him and his 
family,” said John Bluem, Ohio State head coach. “He is certainly 
deserving of this honor. On and off the field, his commitment to 
excellence, his leadership qualities and his incredible work ethic 
are unsurpassed.”

Mason’s top-tier reputation extends beyond the Ohio State athletic 
department, as well, where he has established himself as one 
of the most dedicated and responsible athletes throughout the 
conference. Named a Big Ten Sportsmanship Award winner in 
2014, Mason is known as a tremendous leader who exemplifies the 
best qualities of a student-athlete and has a positive influence on 
his teammates. Also demonstrating a genuine concern for those in 
the community, Mason has served with Meals on Wheels, Habitat 
for Humanity and with local youth soccer teams.

With this honor, Mason becomes the third Ohio State student-
athlete to be honored as a Senior CLASS Award winner behind 
Ivanov and James Laurinaitis, who was voted as the football award 
winner in 2008. Ohio State standout Joshua Perry, also a native of 
Galena, Ohio, was a 2015 finalist for football.

“We’re thrilled that Zach Mason has won this year’s Senior 
CLASS Award,” said Erik Miner, executive director for the Senior 
CLASS Award. “Not only is this a testament to Zach’s tremendous 
character and skill, but also to the entire Ohio State athletic 
department for helping develop such quality young men and 
women year after year. Our congratulations go out to Zach, his 
family, his team and the entire university.”

Zach Mason Wins 2015 
Senior CLASS Award 
for Men's Soccer

Ohio State becomes first 
university to produce back-
to-back Senior CLASS Award 
winners in same sport
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BRUTUS 50

Bobblehead collection
Remaining packages will be 
available for purchase at the 
Baseball series vs. Hofstra 
March 18-20 and will include 
all six bobbleheads and a 
game ticket for $50.

#Brutus50 “Social Stickers”
Celebrate Brutus Buckeye’s 50th 
birthday with your very own emoji-
style “social stickers” highlighting the 
evolution of your favorite nut during 
the past five decades. Download and 
details at go.osu.edu/Brutus50Emojis

Birthday Surprise
Brutus receives a special surprise from an ‘old friend’ 
during the birthday celebration game on Nov. 7. 

Whether it’s electrifying a mammoth 
stadium of fans on game day as a 
master of slapstick or cheering up 
a single child in the hospital with a 
hug, Brutus Buckeye does it all with 
undeniable style.

A half-century has passed since two 
students, Ray Bourhis and Sally Huber 
Lanyon, worked alongside students 
in Ohio Staters Inc. and Pi Beta Phi to 
create a mascot and debuted Brutus 
during the Homecoming game against 
Minnesota in 1965.

Showcased here are some of the 
events and promotions surrounding our 
beloved mascot.

BRUTUS TIMELINE  go.osu.edu/Brutus50Timeline
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Like   •   Comment   •    Share

get connected with us 

Home of the LARGEST social community in ALL of collegiate athletics
With more than three million fans across all social media outlets, Ohio State Buckeyes can 
once again call themselves THE BEST FANS IN THE LAND!

Happy Birthday Brutus!

ELIZABETH SZALAJKO
Pistol • Maple Ridge, British Columbia • Biology major

BEING A STUDENT- 

ATHLETE HAS 

HELPED ME 

BECOME A MORE 

RESPONSIBLE AND 

INDEPENDENT 

PERSON.

Elizabeth Szalajko is a junior on Ohio State’s pistol team. Hailing 
from Maple Ridge, British Columbia, Szalajko has earned All-
America distinctions in each of her two full seasons as a Buckeye. 
She has been an integral part of the program, which has won 
national championships in each of the last two seasons.
 
Why did you choose to major in biology and how do you plan 
to use your education in the future?
I chose my major (biology) because I’ve always been interested in 
science and how things work. I plan to go into the healthcare field 
after graduation.
 
If you could speak with the individual(s) responsible for 
funding your scholarship, what would you say?
Thank you. Thank you for providing me with opportunities I didn’t 
even know I could have and for making my education possible.
 

How has being a student-athlete at The Ohio State University 
affected who you are and what you will become?
Being a student athlete has helped me become a more 
responsible and independent person, with really good time 
management skills. 
 
What is your favorite Ohio State tradition? 
O-H-I-O pictures. I think they’re unique and cute, and show that 
there are Buckeyes everywhere.
 
What does it mean personally to you to be a Buckeye?
Being a Buckeye means having a sense of pride universally, and 
being able to yell ‘O-H’ anywhere I go, and know that I am part of a 
global network of alumni and fans.

STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT
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Those are some of the things many people might buy with their first 
professional golf tournament victory check, but not Ohio State alum 
Rachel Rohanna. She utilized her $16,500 first-place earnings from the 
Symetra Tour’s Guardian Retirement Championship to purchase a cow. 
A heifer, more specifically, she’ll inform you. 

See, Rachel and her husband Ethan Virgili are no strangers to the world of beef 
cattle, owning nearly 100 on their beet farm in western Pennsylvania. There was one 
in particular that almost got away, however. Rachel had a certain affection for a heifer 
named Spot which was sold a few months prior to her tournament victory.

“I really liked that calf and was drawn to her for some reason,” Rohanna said. 
“I knew right away what I wanted to do with my prize money.”

Rohanna was able to re-track and buy back her newly-coined cow – Sara 
Bay – named after the Sara Bay Country Club in Sarasota, Fla., the site of 
your first professional golf win. Sara Bay is expecting and will give birth to a 
calf in Spring 2016.

The next few months only got better for Rohanna on the golf course, earning 
her 2016 LPGA Tour Card on Oct. 18 as a top-10 finisher on the Symetra Tour 
Money List. She will begin playing full-time on the LPGA Tour in January. 

“I’m really happy with how I played this year, but there’s a lot that I have to 
work on for next year and I’m looking forward to competing at the highest 
level,” Rohanna said.

Rohanna, 24, accumulated a total of $53,867 worth of winnings on the 
Symetra Tour in 2015. She ranked second on the tour in driving distance 
and had her father on the bag as her caddie for the LPGA Tour Card-
clinching performance at the Symetra Tour Championship in October.

“Ohio State played a huge role in preparing me for this next step,” Rohanna said. “T-Bird 
[head coach Therese Hession] is awesome, setting us up against the top competition 
in the country. Coach Hession and Ohio State gave us everything we needed as 
student-athletes, every opportunity was provided.”

Rohanna graduated with a degree in Agriculture Business and Economics in 
just three and half years. She left Columbus in December 2012 to pursue 
professional golf after twice earning First Team All-Big Ten honors as a 
Buckeye.

A new car. 
Stylish outfit. 
Caribbean cruise. 
Fancy dinner. 

HOLY COW!

Photo credits: Scott Miller / Symetra Tour.

“I really 
liked 
that calf 
and was 
drawn 
to her 
for some 
reason.”

A Cow.



BUCKEYE STRONG
No team in the country faced a tougher non-conference schedule than Ohio State. The Buckeyes 

went 8-3, knocking off No. 10 Texas A&M and only losing to the top-3 teams in the country.

FIESTA BOWL CHAMPIONS
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CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP  go.osu.edu/FiestaBowl2016




