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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

The Department of Athletics here at Ohio State has the distinct pleasure of representing 
the great state of Ohio and the more than 550,000 living alumni that are part of 
Buckeye Nation. Our exemplary group of young student-athletes exude dedication and 
discipline in their efforts to continue the tradition of success here at Ohio State.
But, a select few of our student-athletes have the honor of representing themselves, 
their home countries and Ohio State in international competition. These remarkable 
individuals work diligently to earn the right to reach the pinnacle of their sport. 
Balancing training, practices, study sessions, classes and socials lives, our Buckeyes 
display tremendous amounts of discipline as they work to make their dreams  
come true.

We are proud that Ohio State has been the home of dozens of Olympic medalists, 
world champions, and international competitors from all around the world. This rich  
and diverse history has helped lay the groundwork for our current student-athletes  
to make their mark on the international stage and pave the way for future generations 
of Buckeyes. 

For many athletes, representing their country and competing on an international level is 
a dream that requires a tremendous amount of work to realize. Through the collective 
support of the Department of Athletics, and passionate Buckeye supporters, we strive 
to provide every tool and resource necessary to make those dreams a reality. 

In this edition of Seasons Pass, you will read about the personal achievements of a few 
of our outstanding student-athletes whose stories span around the globe, as well as a 
few of the individuals who help to make their collegiate experiences possible. 

Thank you for all that you do for Ohio State Athletics. 

GO BUCKS!

Gene Smith
Vice President & Wolfe Foundation Endowed Athletics Director

GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Michael Bower
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MVB ARE MVPs
Exactly five years to the date after Ohio State captured 
the first men's volleyball NCAA national championship 
in school history, the Buckeyes seized NCAA title No. 2 
on May 7, 2016 by defeating top-ranked BYU in straight 
sets. Both national crowns were captured in the same 
facility, Penn State's Rec Hall, completing the circle 
between national titles split just 1,827 days apart. 

BUCKEYE CLUB DONOR PROFILE    4
Phyllis Bailey has committed the majority of her adult 
life to the improvement of female athletics, including 
four decades of spearheading Ohio State University's 
leadership for gender equality in sports.

THE ROAD TO RIO   5, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 
16, 17, 21, 23, 25
Though you won't find it included in any official medal 
counts, Buckeye Nation will be well-represented at the 
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio with at least 11 Buckeyes 
competing for gold. 

GREAT SCOTT!   20
Thanks in large part to the generosity of many donors, 
a three-year dream for head women's golf coach 
Therese Hession came to fruition when her team had the 
opportunity to compete in the 2016 Ladies' British Open 
Amateur Championships (June 21-25) in Scotland.

BEING A BUCKEYE   14
From childhood in a Columbus suburb to becoming a 
19th round selection by the Colorado Rockies in the 2016 
MLB Draft, Jacob Bosiokovic has learned a very valuable 
lesson along the way -- as legendary Buckeye coach 
Woody Hayes once said, "You win with people."

SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE   18
When faced with adversity, Buckeye diver Colin Zeng has 
shown he's able to dig deep and overcome whatever 
obstacle is in his way. Not only athletically en route to 
a national championship, but also in life as a Chinese 
immigrant recently acquiring a United States green card.

SPRING SUCCESS   26
A flurry of success from the Spring sports teams, 
highlighted by a men's volleyball national championship, 
secured a second-place finish for Ohio State in the final 
2015-16 Learfield Sports Directors' Cup standings. In total, 
the Buckeyes registered nine conference regular season 
and tournament titles while producing a Big Ten-best 187 
Academic All-Big Ten honorees during the Spring of '16.

THANK YOU FANS   29
Buckeye Nation continued its standing as the Best Damn 
Fans in the Land in 2015-16 as more than 1.5 million OSU 
faithful filed into Ohio State home events this past season. 
THANK YOU BUCKEYE NATION!

10
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BUCKEYE SOFTBALL
Cammi Prantl (above) earned All-America honors in 2016 after Ohio State advanced to the 

NCAA Knoxville Regional finals and spent five straight weeks ranked inside the Top-25.
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Phyllis Bailey’s impact on Ohio State Athletics goes way beyond 
dollars and cents. Her position as the first women’s basketball 
coach in Buckeye history peaks immediate interest, but pales in 
comparison to the monumental progress she spearheaded as an 
assistant athletics director over the second half of her 40-year 
career at Ohio State. Bailey, who’s major gift aided in the 2009 
construction of OSU Softball’s Buckeye Field renovation project, 
began molding Buckeye Athletics decades prior.

Growing up in northern Ohio within sight of Lake 
Erie as the daughter of two sports-crazy parents, 
Bailey naturally followed in that lure of athletics and 
physical education. She graduated from Earlham 
College as a physical education major before 
earning a master’s degree from Indiana University. 
After four years serving as an assistant professor 
at Wayne State University, Bailey elected to enroll 
at Ohio State in 1956, pursuing a doctorate in 
physical education. A rocket-ship-like career 
trajectory forced her to abandon the doctorate 
work, however, as Bailey was a rising star within 
university administration -- more specifically in the 
advancement of female athletics.

Within a year of arriving in Columbus, Bailey was 
selected as the Coordinator of both Intramurals and Recreation, 
and the Women’s Sports Program. It wasn’t long before she was 
promoted to the Associate Director of University Recreation and 
Intramurals and Women’s Intercollegiate Sports while she continued 
to battle the gender inequalities which plagued collegiate athletics.

Bailey’s extraordinary efforts in erasing gender barriers within 
collegiate athletics eventually extended into her supervision in 
the establishment of the Association for Intercollegiate Athletics 
for Women (AIAW) in 1971, organizing and recognizing female 
intercollegiate competition on the national level for the first  
time ever. 

When the Education Act of 1972 passed, requiring men and 
women to have equality in collegiate athletics, Bailey was called 
upon by Ohio State Athletics Director, Ed Weaver, to share her 

understanding on how to best move forward under Title IX. She 
utilized careful preparation, a sense of humor and patience to 
overcome a difficult situation and succeed in the restructuring 
of the Athletics Department, paving the way for generations 
of Buckeye female student-athletes to receive the same 
opportunities and benefits as their male counterparts.

Bailey’s legacy has been recognized by Hall of Fame inductions 
for both Athletics (1993) and the College of Education and Human 

Ecology (2011). The Women’s Varsity O Association 
also presents annually the Phyllis Bailey Career 
Achievement Award to an individual who has 
‘contributed to the honor and fame of The Ohio 
State University through the field of athletics by 
continuing to demonstrate, in their daily lives, the 
values learned in intercollegiate athletics and have 
continued the advancement of women’s athletics.’

In addition, friends and colleagues of Bailey 
established an endowment to extend their 
appreciation and thanks for her tireless devotion to 
nurturing and promoting women’s athletics at Ohio 
State. The annual income of the Phyllis J. Bailey 
Endowment Fund supplements student-athlete 
grand-in-aid scholarship costs of female athletes 

and supports additional projects which carry forward the mission of 
promoting women in athletics.

“I don’t know how I was given such a wonderful gift, to be put 
in a position, not of my doing, but in some way with a little foot 
dragging, to be able to try to provide an opportunity for young 
women,” Bailey said.

Phyllis, you weren’t given a gift … you gave a gift to a countless 
amount of aspiring young female athletes over the last 40 years 
and more to come in the future. Thank you.

PHYLLIS BAILEY

Sculpting the evolution of female athletics at The Ohio State University and beyond

“I don’t know how 
I was given such a 

wonderful gift, to be 
put in a position, not of 
my doing, but in some 
way with a little foot 
dragging, to be able 
to try to provide an 

opportunity for young 
women.”

—PHYLLIS BAILEY
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Visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com/rio2016 for updates

AINA CID I CENTELLES
SPAIN // ROWING
SENIOR IN 2016–17

Aina Cid I Centelles (2013–present) will stroke 

the women's pair for Spain alongside teammate 

Anna Boada Peiro. A native of Amposta, Spain, 

she qualified for the Rio Olympics after a first-

place finish at the Final Olympic Qualification 

Regatta in Switzerland. Peiro and Cid I 

Centelles produced a time of 7:10.16, just  

ahead of runner-up China.

 

Cid I Centelles, a three-time NCAA champion 

and three-time Big Ten champion at Ohio State, 

rowed as a member of the First Varsity Eight in 

every race this past season and earned Big Ten 

Boat of the Week honors three times en route 

to an undefeated 15-0 race record. The NCAA-

title-clinching time of 6:18.15 in 2015 is the 

second-fastest in NCAA Regatta history. She is 

exceptional outside the water as well, earning 

Big Ten Distinguished Scholar recognition.

 

Cid I Centelles is no stranger to international 

competition, also competing for Team 

Spain in back-to-back World Rowing Junior 

Championships – placing fourth in the 2011 pair 

and fifth in the 2012 single. She is set to rejoin 

the Buckeyes for her senior season in 2016–17 

following the Olympic Games.



P  614.292.9908       E  BuckeyeClub@osu.edu                /OSUBuckeyeClub           OSUBuckeyeClub

RECENT GRADUATE 
PROGRAM

JOIN THE BUCKEYE CLUB!
Support student-athlete scholarships

LETTERWINNERS 
LEVEL 
The Buckeye Club now offers all former 
letterwinners the same benefits including 
the opportunity to purchase two season 
tickets for the 2016 season!

Upon joining the Recent Graduate Program, 
members will begin a 5-year graduated donor 
scale for ticket eligibility.

www.BuckeyeClub.org 
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ELEANOR HARVEY
CANADA // FENCING
SENIOR IN 2016–17

Eleanor Harvey qualified for her first  

Olympic Games after the completion of the 

Grand Prix in Havana, Cuba on March 13. 

Harvey, who will represent Canada, qualified  

as the highest-ranked fencer in the Pan 

American Zone in women’s foil. 

Harvey excelled at the 2016 NCAA 

Championships, earning a gold medal and 

her first NCAA Champion title. After Day one 

of competition Harvey moved up from fourth 

place to second with 21 victories and a +67 

indicator. Harvey faced Notre Dame's Sabrina 

Massialas in the semifinal round, winning the 

bout, 15-9. Advancing to the final round, Harvey 

went up against Columbia's Jackie Dubrovich. 

The Hamilton, Ontario native came from behind 

to defeat the No. 1 seed, 15-10. She finished 

with a 66-2 overall record in 2016.

 

Harvey finished ninth at the 2015 NCAA 

Championships with a season-best 16-5 bout-

record at the Northwestern Duals. During 

her freshman season, Harvey tied for third 

at the Midwest Conference Championships. 

She also finished fifth at the PanAm Junior 

Championships in 2014. 

Prior to Ohio State, Harvey was the Division 

I Virginia NAC Champion and Canadian Jr. 

National Champion in 2012. She won the 2013 

Serbia World Cup and earned fourth place at 

Team World Championships in 2013. She will 

return for her senior season in 2016-17.
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SUPPORT YOUR BUCKEYES  go.osu.edu/BuckeyesForever 

The Ohio State University Department of Athletics is 
one of the most visible, respected and accomplished 
programs in the nation.  It ranks among the largest by 
two important measures – number of student-athletes 
(over 900) and number of sports (36).  Remaining in the 
forefront of scholarship, innovation and intercollegiate 
competition requires an incredible commitment from a 
generous group of supporters.

The Buckeye Club is the fundraising umbrella of Ohio 
State Athletics and provides a way for individuals and 
organizations to help our talented young people receive 
a quality education and competitive experience.

The mission of the Buckeye Club is to directly support 
the overall goals of the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics by generating the funds for athletics grant-in-aid 
and scholarships for student-athletes in 36 varsity sports. 
It strives to embrace and engage the most dedicated 
Buckeye fans within the OSU community to further 
promote the passion and camaraderie that makes the 
University so unique.

Buckeyes Forever has been created to continue 
fulfilling the Buckeye Club’s mission. Ohio State 
University alumni and friends, who are dedicated to 
the continued success of Buckeye student-athletes, 
can make a lasting impact on the program by giving to 
the Department of Athletics through a planned gift.

BUCKEYES

Securing the Future of Ohio State Athletics Today
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MISHA KOUDINOV
NEW ZEALAND // MEN’S GYMNASTICS
OHIO STATE • 2011–2014

Misha Koudinov (2011–14) is one of three New 

Zealand gymnasts headed to the Olympics, the 

largest contingent for the country in more than 

50 years. It will be the first time New Zealand 

is represented in gymnastics since the 2000 

Sydney Games.

Koudinov, a 2012 All-American in the parallel 

bars and 2013 team captain for Ohio State, 

will compete in all six Rio events, specializing 

on parallel bars. A native of Auckland, New 

Zealand, he is a veteran of international 

competition, having represented New Zealand 

at the 2014 and 2015 World Championships. In 

the ’15 World Championships, Koudinov came 

up just 0.234 short of advancing to the parallel 

bar finals. He made his first international 

appearance at age 14 when he became the 

youngest athlete to represent his country at 

the 2006 Commonwealth Games. He then 

qualified for a World Cup final in the vault at 

the 2007 event in Shanghai, marking the first 

New Zealander to ever do so. Koudinov will be 

the fifth Buckeye gymnast to compete at an 

Olympic Games and the first since Raj Bhavsar 

(USA) in 2008.

Russian born, Koudinov’s family moved 

to New Zealand at a young age when his 

parents pursued gymnastics coaching at the 

international level.  He began gymnastics as a 

7-year-old, and immediately decided he wanted 

to be an Olympian.  He has since dedicated 

his life to achieving that goal; one he will 

accomplish in Rio.

 

In his time as a Buckeye, Koudinov was also 

a Second Team All-Big Ten selection and 

two-time Academic All-American. His ’12 All-

America status came by virtue of a third-place 

finish in the parallel bars at the NCAA Event 

Finals.
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MEN'S VOLLEYBALL 

THE Ohio State University was crowned kings of men’s volleyball on May 7, capturing 
the 2016 NCAA National Championship. The Buckeyes defeated top-seeded Brigham 
Young University (27-4) in a three-set sweep (32-30, 25-23, 25-17) to secure the 
program's second national championship -- five years to the date after capturing the 
2011 title in the same facility (Penn State's Rec Hall).
 
Four different Buckeyes recorded double-digit kills in the NCAA Finals, paced by 15 
kills for the event's MVP Miles Johnson. Ohio State's most effective damage came 
from the middle, however, as Driss Guessous and Blake Leeson combined for 21 kills 
on 27 attacks. Leeson exploded for 11 terminations on 13 errorless swings to claim 
his spot on the all-tournament squad. Christy Blough averaged nearly 15 assists per 
set, steering the OSU offense to a .374 team attacking efficiency on 44 assists. The 
Buckeyes served BYU out of the gym with eight aces in the straight-sets victory.
 
Johnson got it going right from the jump, slapping seven kills in the opening frame. 
The first period witnessed 21 tied scores; repeat, twenty-one tied scores as BYU had 
it going offensively as well and ultimately earned the night's first set point at 24-23. 
The Cougars would go on to obtain six more set-point opportunities, each one denied 
by the Scarlet & Gray. Ohio State, meanwhile, capitalized immediately on its very first 
set-point chance. A block from Christian Franceschi and Leeson led to Johnson's set-
clinching kill at 32-30.
 
While Ohio State out-killed the Cougars 18-10 in the second stanza, BYU accumulated 
five blocks to keep the score tight. The Buckeyes trailed 19-16 and burned a timeout. 
Ohio State responded to the break in action by seizing four of the next five points 
and knotting the score at 20-all. Momentum remained clad in Scarlet as the Buckeyes 
garnered a 24-21 edge moments later and ultimately closed it out, 25-23.
 
Just as they had all season long, the Buckeyes continued to pour it on from the 
baseline in the third frame - to the tune of five service aces in the clinching set. A mid-
set serving barrage from National Player of the Year Nicolas Szerszen virtually sealed 
the deal. The Buckeye sophomore teamed with kills from Johnson and Leeson to go 
on a five-point run. Szerszen connected on three service aces during the five-point 
spurt launching Ohio State ahead 13-7. Franceschi would follow with an elongated 
service stint of his own, unleashing five consecutive serves to lift the Buckeyes on 
top 21-12. From there it was smooth sailing as the Scarlet & Gray cruised to a 25-17 
championship closer.

BUCKEYE BULLET POINT BONANZA
•  Ohio State concluded the season 31-3 for the most wins 

since the '78 Buckeyes went 32-3
•  Ohio State wrapped up the season riding a 23-match 

winning streak
•  Ohio State did not suffer a loss from Feb. 6 through the 

end of the season, a span of over three full months
•  Ohio State won 69 of 85 sets during the victorious 

stretch
•  The Midwestern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association has 

won three consecutive national championships and four 
of the last six (Ohio State 2011, 2016; Loyola 2014, 2015)

•  Ohio State represented the National Champions, National 
Coach of the Year (Pete Hanson) and the National Player 
of the Year (Nicolas Szerszen) in 2016

•  Ohio State assistant coach Kevin Burch has now been 
on the coaching staff of an NCAA national championship 
program for six consecutive seasons, beginning with the 
2011 OSU Men's Volleyball title in 2011 as the program's 
volunteer assistant coach

•  Ohio State fended off seven set-point chances for BYU in 
the opening set

•   Miles Johnson was named the NCAA Tournament's Most 
Valuable Player

•  Blake Leeson and Nicolas Szerszen joined Johnson on 
the All-NCAA Tournament Team

MVB
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ILSE PAULIS
NETHERLANDS // ROWING
OHIO STATE • 2012

Ilse Paulis (2012) will compete as the bow 

in the women's lightweight double for the 

Netherlands alongside teammate Maaike Head. 

Paulis secured her Olympic bid with a first-

place finish at the FISA European Final Olympic 

Qualification Regatta in Switzerland where 

she paired with Head for a time of 6:54.91, five 

seconds faster than runner-up Romania.

 

A native of Dalen, Netherlands, Paulis was a 

Second Team All-Big Ten selection in her lone 

season with the Buckeyes, helping the First 

Varsity Eight to a runner-up finish at the Big Ten 

championships and a 10th-place showing  

at NCAAs.

 

Her international competition experience 

includes previous membership on the Dutch 

Rowing Team from 2009-11, placing as high as 

fourth in the JW4x at Coupe de la Jeunesse. 

More recent results included first-place efforts 

at both the 2016 World Rowing Cup III in Poland 

and the aforementioned FISA European and 

Final Olympic Qualification Regatta.
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CANADA // SOCCER
SENIOR IN 2016

Nichelle Prince, a rising senior on the Ohio 

State women’s soccer team, was named to 

the Canadian Olympic Team this June. Prince 

will become the first Buckeye in Ohio State 

women’s soccer history to compete in the 

Olympic Games.

Prince has made 16 previous appearances 

for the Canadian National Team, including 

four starts. The Ajax, Ontario, native has 

scored six goals and added four assists for 

her country. Prince played in four of Canada’s 

five CONCACAF Olympic Qualifying matches, 

including Canada’s 3-1 Olympic qualification-

clinching win over Costa Rica, when she 

assisted on the Canadians’ final tally. She 

started a pair of matches in the tournament, 

posting a hat trick while assisting on another 

goal in a win over Guatemala, and playing 62 

minutes in the tournament championship game 

against the United States.   

Prince tied for the Buckeyes’ team lead with six 

goals and seven assists and helped Ohio State 

to an NCAA Sweet 16 appearance as a junior 

in 2015. Prince, who has appeared in 53 career 

games for the Buckeyes, will enter her senior 

season tied for 11th on the Ohio State career 

goals list with 22 and ninth on the Buckeyes’ 

career points list with 59.

As a junior last season, Prince garnered 

All-Great Lakes Region and Scholar All-East 

Region laurels.

As a sophomore, Prince started 10 matches 

after missing the first nine games with a leg 

injury, and tallied three goals and two assists. 

She ranked third on the team with eight points 

while leading the team with 36 shots and 16 

shots on goal.

Prince played in all 20 matches as a freshman, 

starting all but one. She was named Second 

Team All-Big Ten and a member of the Big Ten 

All-Freshman Team after leading OSU with 13 

goals and tying for third with six assists.

NICHELLE PRINCE
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JASON PRYOR
USA // FENCING
OHIO STATE • 2005-09

Jason Pryor secured his berth to the Olympic 

Games at the Westend Grand Prix in Budapest, 

Hungary. A 2009 Ohio State graduate, 

the epeeist earned five victories in pool 

competition, going on to defeat Uzbekistan's 

Nadirbek Usmanov (15-7) and Japan's Keisuke 

Sakamoto (15-7) in preliminary competition. 

Pryor finished the event as the second-highest 

ranked competitor for the Pan American Zone, 

behind Canada's Maxime Brinck-Croteau. He is 

currently No. 1 in the U.S. in men’s epee. 

From Cleveland, Ohio, Pryor has been a part of 

three senior world championship teams. Pryor 

was a member of the 2015 Gold Medal Team 

at the Pan American Championships and also 

was a gold medalist for the 2016 USA Fencing 

National Championships. He finished fifth at the 

Pan American Championships and also earned 

a silver medal at the October North American 

Cup. In 2014, he earned a bronze medal at the 

Pan American Championships and was seventh 

at the USA Fencing National Championships. 

After leading the Buckeyes to a 2009 NCAA 

Championship, Pryor earned a degree in 

English and considered pursuing a career 

in Hollywood, but his graduation present 

from parents Eric and Brenda Pryor was a 

plane ticket to Brazil -- allowing him to enter 

his first international grand prix there. U.S 

coaches scouted him, then invited him to join 

the resident athlete program at the Olympic 

Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

in 2010. 

He took the hard route to Rio. After the U.S. 

failed to qualify as a team in February, he 

needed to finish as one of the top two fencers 

from the Pan American Zone and did so, 

winning seven of his first eight bouts. 
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BEING A BUCKEYE
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WHAT BEING A BUCKEYE MEANS TO ME

JACOB BOSIOKOVIC  |  BASEBALL

Growing up just north of The Ohio State 
University in Delaware, Ohio, I wanted to 
be a Buckeye since I was a child. In fact, 
the walls in my basement are painted 
scarlet and gray. Needless to say when I 
received the opportunity to wear the Block 
O on my jersey, I took it.

In my four years at Ohio State, one thing I 
have learned is that you win with people, 
as the great coach, Woody Hayes, once 
said. First, there are the outstanding 
people I have met through my academic 
career. I have had great professors who 
have given me irreplaceable knowledge 
and have pushed me to be a better 
person. Also, the SASSO employees have 
helped me immensely in my growth as a 
student. Shaun Swearingen, my academic 
counselor, helped me achieve my goal 
of attending graduate school in the next 
academic year. That would not have been 
possible without him. 

Second, it’s the people I have met through 
baseball. After surgery my junior year, 
our support staff of athletic trainers and 
the strength coaches helped me become 
better mentally and physically. During a 
tedious and frustrating time of my life, I 
relied on these people for help, and they 
were there for me. 

The sense of brotherhood and family I 
developed with my teammates, coaches, 
and team managers is something I 
will never forget. All the blood, sweat 
and tears, the highs and the lows, and 
everything in between have made me who 
I am today.

Each relationship I have developed along 
the way will be valued for the rest of life. 
You truly do win with people, and my time 
at Ohio State has proven that. I take great 
pride in wearing the Scarlet and Gray, and 
I am proud to say I am a Buckeye for life!



16 SEASONS PASS

Visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com/rio2016 for updates

ELODIE RAVERA-SCARRAMOZZINO
FRANCE // ROWING
OHIO STATE • 2014

Elodie Ravera-Scarramozzino (2014) qualified 

for Rio as the stroke seat of the French 

double sculls at the 2015 World Rowing 

Championships along with teammate Helene 

Lefebvre. The tandem placed second in the’ B’ 

final and eighth overall in a time of 6:49.69 to 

punch their ticket to Rio.

 

Ravera-Scarramozzino, from Nice, France, 

notched top-5 showings at back-to-back World 

Rowing Cup events as well. She placed third in 

the 2016 World Cup Rowing III event in Poland 

following a fifth-place performance at the 

2016 World Cup Rowing II race in Switzerland. 

Ravera-Scarramozzino got a taste of victory 

in the 2014 World Rowing Cup II FC Final, 

crossing the finish line in a time of 7:12.84 to 

win the W2x class. Additional top-5’s include: 

2015 World Rowing Championships, 2015 

World Rowing Cup III, 2015 World Rowing II, 

2015 European Rowing Championships, 2014 

World Rowing U-23 Championships, 2014 

World Rowing Cup III, 2013 World Rowing 

Junior Championships, 2012 World Rowing 

Championships and the 2011 World Rowing 

Junior Championships.

 

At Ohio State, Ravera-Scarramozzino was a Big 

Ten and NCAA champion with the First Varsity 

Eight in her lone season of competition with the 

Buckeyes
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MONA SHAITO
LEBANON // FENCING
OHIO STATE • 2011-16

Mona Shaito qualified for her second-

consecutive Olympic Games after the 

completion of the Grand Prix in Havana, 

Cuba on March 13. Shaito, who will represent 

Lebanon, qualified as the highest-ranked 

fencer in the Asian Zone in women’s foil. 

During her freshman season, Shaito was a First 

Team All-American, finishing with a 45-2 mark. 

She posted an event-best 21 victories in the 

qualifying rounds of the NCAA Championships 

and advanced to the semifinals of women’s foil. 

She played a vital role in Ohio State’s NCAA 

team title in 2012. 

In 2013, Shaito captured a bronze medal at 

the NCAA Championships, securing First Team 

All-America honors for the second straight year 

with 46 overall wins. She was also a member of 

the silver-winning women’s foil team at the U.S. 

Squad Championships. In 2015, she earned a 

season-best 16-1 record at OSU Duals before 

posting a 29-1 overall record in 2016. 

Shaito was the second-youngest competitor in 

the 2012 Asia and Oceania Olympic Qualifier. A 

resident of Garland, Texas with dual-citizenship 

in Lebanon, Shaito has spent time training with 

USA Fencing and is a member of the Fencing 

Institute of Texas. 



SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE

COLIN ZENG
SENIOR | MEN'S SWIMMING

FUJIAN, CHINA

When faced with adversity, Colin Zeng has shown he’s able to 
dig deep and overcome whatever obstacle is in his way. 

It was only a few months ago on March 26 that he captured 
his first national title in what can generally be described as 
undesirable circumstances. After missing his morning practice 
session due to nosebleeds, and after nearly having to bow 
out of the competition altogether if the bleeding wouldn’t 
stop (head coach Justin Sochor used the word “faucet” to 
describe the issue), Zeng walked up to the 10-meter platform in 
Atlanta needing a near-perfect dive to earn the title of national 
champion. 

He was the last diver of the event. All eyes were on him.

Zeng delivered a dive bordering on perfection. A score of 90.00 
on his final attempt secured his title.

“I was pretty comfortable on the platform,” Zeng said. “I was 
calm. I wasn’t nervous. Before the meet, I told myself to go for it 
and not to worry about anything and not hold anything back.”

Not like he had any reason to be nervous. You see, Zeng 
doesn’t just overcome obstacles, he leaps over them, flipping 
in the air and landing with minimal splash. And believe it or not, 
he’s been doing it before he was even born.

Zeng was the third child of a poor Chinese family. Born while 
the one-child policy was still enforced, it’s both factual and 
unfortunate to say that, based strictly on law, he shouldn’t even 
be here at all. 

Over the next several years of adolescence he would be 
evaluated as an individual with a physique well suited for diving 
and placed in a school where he could get an education as 
well as train. Elated, his parents sent him to Beijing to attend. 
However, once his talent for diving became apparent, it was 
determined that Zeng was Olympic-caliber. He was removed 
from his school and placed in the Olympic training program, 
which did not include any education. His mother asked that 
he receive some type of schooling while there, and Zeng was 
summarily dropped from the program altogether.

Through a series of fortunate events and thanks to generous 
and selfless acts from multiple people, Zeng was able to receive 
a visitor’s visa to come to the United States, where he attended 
a diving camp at Stanford University. A fellow camper, upon 
hearing his story, took action and, with the help of his family, 
brought Zeng to Spokane, Washington to live with his family. 
One amazing high school career later and Zeng found himself 
being recruited by Ohio State head coach Justin Sochor. 

A recent recipient of a United States green card, Zeng hopes to 
contend for a spot on Team USA one day. While he wasn’t able 
to earn citizenship in time to compete for 2016, his eyes are set  
on the 2020 Olympics. 

Zeng has all the tools and talent to make it there, it’s just a 
matter of overcoming what’s placed in front of him.

Not like that’s stopped him before.
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“ Before the meet, I told myself  
to go for it and not to worry 
about anything and not hold 
anything back.”
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Thanks in large part to the generosity of many donors, a three-year dream for head 
women’s golf coach Therese Hession came to fruition when her team had the 
opportunity to compete in the 2016 Ladies’ British Open Amateur Championship 
(June 21-25) in Scotland. All six returning student-athletes entered the 144-player 
field to vie for Great Britain and Europe’s premier female amateur golf trophy, 
contested at Dundonald Links (6,291 yards; Par 72).
 

The Ladies’ British Open Amateur starts with 
two rounds of qualifying stroke play, trimming 
the group down to 64 players advancing to 
match play. Rising senior Buckeyes Katja 
Pogacar and Jessica Porvasnik made the cut 
and moved on into the match play bracket.
 
Porvasnik tied for 13th overall at 7-over 
(151) to earn the No. 15 seed for match play. 
Pogacar landed safely inside the top-64 
as well, tying for 36th at 10-over (154). For 
several of the Buckeyes, this represented 
their first experience with the links style of 
golf course.
 

Avoidance of any scores worse than bogey proved beneficial for Porvasnik. She 
dropped in four birdies, too, including three on the inward 9 of Round Two to 
conclude stroke play with a flurry. Pogacar accumulated four birdies as well en 
route to her match play advancement.
 
The opening round of match play pitted both Buckeyes against fellow NCAA 
competitors. Porvasnik got past the University of Missouri’s Jessica Meek, 3&2, 
while Pogacar fell victim to a 3&2 defeat by Lena Schaeffner, a Spring graduate 
of Coastal Carolina University. Porvasnik then came back in the Round of 32 
with another victory, 2&1, over Italian Lucrezia Colombotto Rosso. The Northeast 
Ohioan's run ‘over the pond’ was ultimately ended in the final 16, dropping a 2UP 
decision to Monica Vaughn from Arizona State. Vaughn, a rising senior, ended the 
2015-16 NCAA season ranked No. 9 nationally by Golfstat.

COMPLETE
BUCKEYE
RESULTS
STROKE PLAY
T-13th | Jessica Porvasnik 76-75—151 (+7)

T-36th | Katja Pogacar 78-76—154 (+10)

T-99th | Zoe-Beth Brake 84-77—161 (+17)

T-99th | Rio Watanabe 81-80—161 (+17)

T-119th | Niki Schroeder 81-84—165  (+21)

131st | Jaclyn Lee 80-88—168 (+24)

 

MATCH PLAY
ROUND OF 64
Jessica Porvasnik (USA) def. Jessica 

Meek (Scotland), 3&2

Lena Schaeffner (Germany) def. Katja 

Pogacar (Slovenia), 3&2

 

ROUND OF 32
Jessica Porvasnik (USA) def. Lucrezia 

Colombotto Rosso (Italy), 2&1

 

ROUND OF 16
Monica Vaughn (USA) def. Jessica 

Porvasnik (USA), 2UP

 

BLOG
Head to go.osu.edu/ScotlandBlog to  

read more on the international 

experience first-hand from the student-

athletes and coaches.

BUCKEYES COMPETE OVERSEAS IN 
LADIES’ BRITISH OPEN AMATEUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Six Buckeyes entered into premier golf tournament
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Visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com/rio2016 for updates

The youngest World champion in U.S. history, 

Kyle Snyder’s climb to the top of the wrestling 

world is well-chronicled. He earned his spot in 

Rio last April by virtue of two wins over 2012 

Olympic gold medalist Jake Varner at the Trials in 

Iowa City, capping off a remarkable 12-month run 

that saw him win a U.S. Open title, Pan American 

Games gold medal, World championship, Big Ten 

championship and NCAA championship.

 

The ascent for Snyder began even before he 

set foot on Ohio State’s campus. At 179-0 in 

three years of high school wrestling at Our Lady 

of Good Council in Maryland, Snyder was the 

consensus top-ranked recruit nationally even 

while spending his senior year of high school at 

the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs. 

When he got to Columbus, Snyder didn’t miss 

a beat, winning 33 matches as a freshman. The 

one that he lost, however, set the table for 'The 

Summer of Snyder.'

 

Leading Kyven Gadson into the second period 

of the 197 lb. NCAA final, Snyder got caught out 

of position and was pinned. It would be the last 

match that he’d lose for the foreseeable future, 

as in the Summer of 2015 he won a U.S. Open 

title and made the World team all before the end 

of June. In September, Snyder sent shockwaves 

through the wrestling world by beating reigning 

World champion Abdusalam Gadisov of Russia 

on criteria, becoming the youngest World 

champion (19 years old) in U.S. wrestling history.

After originally intending to redshirt the 2015-16 

season to concentrate fully on freestyle training, 

Snyder announced on New Year’s Eve that he’d 

be returning to the Buckeyes’ lineup in 2016. The 

results were an 11-0 record, Big Ten title and epic 

NCAA title which was punctuated by defeating 

two-time defending champion Nick Gwiazdowski 

of North Carolina State in overtime. Three weeks 

later, he punched his ticket to Rio.

 

The Most Outstanding Wrestler at the NCAA 

Championships, Snyder is the first active 

Buckeye wrestler to compete at the Olympic 

Games since Mark Coleman in 1992. The only 

OSU wrestler to ever medal at an Olympic 

Games was Harry Steel, who took home gold at 

the 1924 games in Paris.

KYLE SNYDER
USA // WRESTLING
JUNIOR IN 2016–17
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BUCKEYE MEN'S TENNIS
The 2016 Big Ten Player of the Year, Mikael Torpegaard (above), led Ohio State to its 11th 

consecutive conference championship and advancement to the NCAA Quarterfinals.
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Visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com/rio2016 for updates

The men’s swimming program at Ohio State has 

produced 57 Olympians in its storied history. The 

most recent addition to that list is still wearing the 

Scarlet and Gray, rising junior Dustin Tynes. 

Hailing from Nassau, Bahamas, Tynes punched 

his ticket to Rio in the Summer of 2015 after a 

record-setting performance at the Toronto Pan 

American Games. During the event he broke 

Bahamian national records in the 50, 100, 

and 200 breaststroke, with his time in the 100 

clinching a spot on the Olympic team. While in 

Toronto he became the first Bahamian swimmer 

ever to break 2:20 in the 200 breaststroke, 

posting a time of 2:18.13. Earlier  

this year he broke his own record in the 100 with 

a time of 1:01.56, a time that would have put him 

in the top-30 at the 2012 Olympic Games  

in London.

As a sophomore this past season, Tynes 

experienced a great deal of personal success 

as well. He owned the fastest 100 breaststroke 

time on the team (52.93) and third-fastest 200 

breaststroke mark (1:57.46).  His 100 breaststroke 

time was fifth-best in the entire conference and 

he also ranks top-15 in the 200.

He appeared in his first-ever NCAA 

Championship meet, finishing in the top-25 in 

the 100 breaststroke and fifth among all Big Ten 

swimmers. 

Tynes’ international experience started before 

he put on an Ohio State swim cap. Already 

a member of the Bahamian national team 

before coming to Columbus, he swam in such 

prestigious events as the Commonwealth 

Games, Youth Olympic Games and FINA World 

Junior Swimming Championships.

DUSTIN TYNES
BAHAMAS // MEN'S SWIMMING
JUNIOR IN 2016–17
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Connect with us TODAY!

We're challenging Ohio State alumni, fans and supporters to gather 
an O-H-I-O photo from each of the 50 states in honor of Brutus' 

remarkable 50 years as your FAVORITE mascot.

Keep track at go.osu.edu/BrutusOH5O
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Visit OhioStateBuckeyes.com/rio2016 for updates

Ohio State’s women’s swimming program will be 

sending its 10th Olympian to Rio when former 

Buckeye Michelle Williams heads to Brazil as a 

member of Team Canada.

Williams earned her spot on the Canadian 

National Team after an impressive showing at her 

home country’s Olympic Trials. First she secured 

a spot on the 4x100 freestyle relay, joining a 

foursome that has a legitimate shot to medal in 

Rio with some of the fastest freestylers in the 

world. The following night she swam a time of 

24.82 in the 50 freestyle to punch her individual 

Olympic ticket. Her time in that event is the  

18th-fastest in the world, putting her in 

exceptional company.

Prior to that, Williams had excellent performances 

at several international meets. While swimming 

at the 2015 Pan American Games in Toronto, 

she placed in the top-six in both the 50 and 100 

freestyle events, and as a member of the 4x100 

freestyle relay she earned a gold medal -- all  

while setting Canadian and Pan Am records in 

that race. 

Her successes in the 4x100 don’t stop there. 

Along with her three usual relay partners, 

Williams helped secure a fifth-place finish at the 

2015 FINA World Championships. She also has 

a Canadian national championship in the 100 

freestyle to her name.

The 2014 OSU graduate made three NCAA 

Championships appearances and is still a school 

record holder as a member of the 400 medley 

relay team that swam a time of 3:33.55 at the 

2013 Big Ten Championships.

CANADA // SWIMMING
OHIO STATE • 2011-14

MICHELLE WILLIAMS
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BASEBALL (44–20–1)
•  Won the Big Ten Tournament title to earn automatic 

NCAA berth; sent to the NCAA Louisville Regional
•  Went 4-0 vs. Michigan, sweeping regular season series 

and taking B1G Tourney First Round match-up
•  Ronnie Dawson named an All-American by four different 

publications
•  Big Ten-best six players selected in the 2016 Major 

League Baseball Draft.
•  Seven Academic All-Big Ten honorees

GOLF, MEN’S (72–76–3)
•  Tee-k Kelly tied for 30th in the 156-player field of the 

NCAA Championships
•  Kelly won the NCAA Kohler Regional individual medalist 

honor, first Buckeye to ever do so
•  Kelly also captured medalist honors for the Lone Star 

Invitational
•  Will Grimmer & Kelly named to the All-Midwest Region 

Team after advancing to NCAA Kohler Regional 
•  Five Academic All-Big Ten honorees

GOLF, WOMEN’S (113–82–2)
•  Back-to-back-to-back Big Ten Champions, conference-

best 14th conference crown in school history
•  Placed 22nd at the NCAA Championships; T-16th 

individual finish for Rio Watanabe
•  Ranked 24th nationally in final Golfstat rankings; four 

individuals inside the Golfstat Top-250
•  Traveled to Scotland to compete in the 2016 Ladies’ 

British Open Amateur Championship (see pg. 20)
•  Four Academic All-Big Ten honorees

LACROSSE, MEN’S (7–8)
•  Carter Brown named one of 10 finalists for the 2016 

Senior CLASS Award
•  Robby Haus named a Third Team All-American for the 

second consecutive season
•  Haus – Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year; 
  Jake Withers – Big Ten Specialist of the Year
•  Ohio Stadium played host to a pair of NCAA Quarterfinals 

matches
•  14 Academic All-Big Ten honorees

LACROSSE, WOMEN’S (11–6)
•  Ranked as high as No. 8 nationally
•  Put together a school-record nine-match winning streak
•  Cian Dabrowski named to the First Team All-West/

Midwest Region team
•  Three All-Big Ten performers
•  16 Academic All-Big Ten honorees

ROWING 
(2nd at the NCAA Championships)
•  Big Ten Champions for the fourth straight year, winning 

four of five varsity races
•  First Varsity Eight National Champions (third straight); 

runner-up team finish at NCAA Championships
•  Catherine Shields – 2016 OSU Athletics Female Athlete 

of the Year (second time; also in 2014)
•  Four First Team All-Americans
•  23 Academic All-Big Ten honorees
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SOFTBALL (34–20–1)
•  Advanced to the finals of the NCAA Knoxville Regional
•  Ranked in the Top-25 for five consecutive weeks
•  Cammi Prantl became 11th All-American in program 

history, earning Third Team recognition
•  Four All-Big Ten performers, two on the First Team and 

two on the Second Team
•  Nine Academic All-Big Ten honorees

SYNCHRONIZED SWIMMING 
(2nd at U.S. Collegiate 
Championships)
•  Seven first-place team efforts and eight U.S. Collegiate 

All-Americans
•  Emma Baranski – U.S. Solo National Champion
•  Elizabeth Davidson – U.S. Collegiate Technical Event 

National Champion
•  Stephanie Thielemann – U.S. Collegiate Figures Event 

National Champion
•  15 Academic All-Big Ten honorees

TENNIS, MEN’S (33–3)
•  11th straight Big Ten regular season championship and 

Big Ten Tournament title (nine of last 11)
•  Qualified for 17th NCAA Tournament, advancing to the 

quarterfinals before falling, 4-3, to California
•  Mikael Torpegaard (34-5) – NCAA Championships singles 

runner-up
•  Torpegaard – B1G Player of the Year; Ty Tucker – Coach 

of the Year; Hugo Di Feo – Freshman of the Year
•  Eight Academic All-Big Ten honorees

TENNIS, WOMEN’S (31–3)
•  Outright Big Ten regular season and Big Ten Tournament 

champions
•  Advanced to the NCAA Quarterfinals before falling, 4-2, 

to Oklahoma State
•  Francesca Di Lorenzo claimed the USTA/ITA National 

Indoor Intercollegiate Championship
•  Di Lorenzo – Big Ten Player & Freshman of the Year; 

Melissa Schaub – Big Ten Coach of the Year
•  Four Academic All-Big Ten honorees

TRACK & FIELD, WOMEN’S 
(T–47th at NCAA Championships)
•  Five individual All-Americans (Nick Gray earned All-

America status in both 100- and 200-meter dash)
•  First Team All-American 4x400-meter relay team
•  Three Big Ten gold medals, Gray – 100-meter & 

200-meter dash; JC Murasky – shot put
•  Four All-Big Ten performers
•  11 Academic All-Big Ten honorees

TRACK & FIELD, WOMEN’S 
(T–64th at NCAA Championships)
•  Two Big Ten gold medalists, SoSo Walker – 400-meter 

dash; Alexis Franklin – 400-meter hurdles
•  Four individual All-Americans
•  Second Team All-American 4x400-meter relay team
•  Six All-Big Ten performers
•  17 Academic All-Big Ten honorees

VOLLEYBALL, MEN’S (31–3)
•  2016 NCAA National Champions, knocking off top-

seeded BYU in a three-set sweep
•  Concluded the season riding a 23-match winning streak 

lasting over three complete months
•  National Player of the Year, Nicolas Szerszen, and 

National Coach of the Year, Pete Hanson
•  School-record four All-America recognitions
•  Nine Academic All-Big Ten honorees



THANK YOU, FANS!
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1,500,000+
BUCKEYE FAITHFUL HOME ATTENDANCE DURING 2015–16 SEASON
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