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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

The Ohio State University holds a very dear place in the hearts of many ardent 
individuals around this great state and around the nation. Many of these individuals 
have developed lasting and meaningful relationships based on their shared 
experiences in the classroom, walking across our beautiful campus, or cheering on 
the Buckeyes on a crisp autumn day in The Shoe. 

Through their communal experiences with Ohio State Athletics, many supporters 
laid the foundation for lifelong relationships. This unifying quality is something that 
spawns from the passion that reverberates in the hearts of Buckeye fans. Genuine 
and diehard, this heartfelt love for Ohio State is passed on through generations 
and resonates through the Buckeye student-athletes who work tirelessly to 
proudly represent the Scarlet and Gray.

Buckeye student-athletes commit themselves to achieving their best, on and off 
the field, and dedicate tremendous amounts of time and effort in order to carry on 
our tradition of excellence. I truly believe that the bonds built through this collective 
effort are one of the most valuable pieces of the student-athlete experience. 

These opportunities, and the meaningful relationships that come out of them, are 
made possible through the support of thousands of loyal individuals. This brings 
full-circle the tangible passion that is shared by thousands who, whether near or 
far, will always call Ohio State “home.” Through the passing seasons, and though 
the years will continue to roll on, these Buckeyes will carry in their hearts the firm 
friendships they have forged through Ohio State. 

In this edition of Seasons Pass, you will read about a few individuals who have 
developed lasting relationships through their experiences with Ohio State 
Athletics, as well as a few of our remarkable student-athletes who embody the 
passion we all share for the Buckeyes. 

Thank you for all that you do for Ohio State Athletics. 
GO BUCKS!

Gene Smith
Vice President & Wolfe Foundation Endowed Athletics Director
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WATER DRIVE
Buckeye student-athletes, staff, alumni and fans got 
together in February to collect clean water donations in 
support of Flint, Mich. The Ohio State Athletics-driven 
water drive took place during several events hosted at 
the Jerome Schottenstein Center.

BUCKEYE CLUB DONOR PROFILE   4
From biology class to lifelong Buckeye bond, the 
Brennans and Kouries’ latest connection is making a 
bigger impact. The two families have combined funds to 
endow a gift reflecting a friendship which budded on the 
campus of Ohio State.

STUDENT-ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHTS   5, 11, 17, 21, 25
They are called ‘student-athletes.’ Their academic 
(‘student’) and athletic (‘athlete’) benefits of competing 
at The Ohio State University are obvious. Community 
involvement may not make the name, but it’s a huge part 
of being a Buckeye. Find out what drives our young men 
and women to give back.

BEING A BUCKEYE   14
Tyler Richardson came to Columbus via ‘that state up 
north’ with a pit stop in Tennessee. The Ypsilanti, Mich., 
native transferred to Ohio State in 2015 and promptly 
experienced back-to-back NCAA Sweet 16 appearances 
as a starting middle blocker for the women’s volleyball 
team.

BUCKEYES CARE DAY   16
More than 2,000 people enjoyed a day at French Field 
House with Buckeye student-athletes, coaches and staff 
members during the 2015 Buckeyes Care Day. Pizza, 
sports and smiling children were all on display during the 
second annual event.

SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE   18
Fifth-year senior Erika Leonard is a member of the 
nationally-ranked Ohio State softball team. She broke an 
all-time Big Ten record last season with 37 runs batted in 
in 23 conference games. This season, Leonard is a Senior 
CLASS Award candidate, given to outstanding individuals 
representing all facets of being a student-athlete:  
community, classroom, character and competition.

LIFE SPORTS   22
LiFEsports (Learning in Fitness and Education through 
Sports) aims to advance the practice of youth development 
nationally and internationally by increasing the number and 
quality of sport and recreation programs available to youth, 
especially those with vulnerable circumstances.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS   29
Six Buckeyes have already claimed individual NCAA 
Championships during the Spring semester. In addition, the 
Ohio State Pistol team completed a three-peat by winning 
its third consecutive national title.
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FIESTA BOWL TOUR 
Members of The Ohio State University community, in conjunction with the Office of 

Student Life,  joined efforts in packaging food for the St. Mary's Food Bank in Arizona. 
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Leo Brennan and Michael Kourie first met in 1970 on the campus 
of The Ohio State University as students in the same biology class. 
Both came from families as the only boy child with three sisters. 
Very quickly they became friends and filled the role of ‘brother’ 
for each other. Leo and Michael have been by each other’s side 
ever since; during the best of times – the birth of their children, 
weddings – and the worst of times, the tragic loss of Leo’s son, 
Lee, in a car accident at the age of 19. 

While the Buckeye buddies ventured off on different routes post-
college, their bond remained unbroken. Wives Beverly Brennan 
and Kitty Kourie are Ohio State graduates as 
well, further bolstering the Buckeye connection 
between the two families. 

Leo worked in the cable television industry 
for 38 years, the majority spent with Cox 
Communications as VP and General Manager of 
Cable Operations in Orange County, California, 
and then later in Las Vegas. He spent his final 
four years before retirement in Atlanta serving 
as the Chief Operations officer. During their time 
in southern California (1990-2005) and now 
that the Brennan’s have been back in San Juan 
Capistrano since 2012, the two couples are 
always doing things together. The Kouries have 
called California home since Michael purchased 
six Wendy’s restaurants back in 1982.

“It’s almost like the college days again with Leo and Bev back in 
the area,” Michael jokes.

Both couples have been long-time givers to their alma mater. 
But the idea for their most recent gift was born from a reflection 
moment during a shared dinner. While the Buckeye alums looked 
back on their lifelong friendship and the importance of their joint 
experiences at OSU, something bigger was desired.

“If we pooled our funds together, we could provide a larger gift 
and have more of an impact on the lives of these young adults,” 
Leo said.

Thus, in 2013 they jointly endowed a gift to support the soon-to-be-
constructed Covelli Center. And fittingly, the donation was named 
‘How Firm Thy Friendship,’ and is intended to be utilized in creating 
a common area inside the new facility.

“Our joint gift to the Covelli Center will reflect the significant 
relationship our two families have shared over the years and ties 

back to our beloved alma mater,” Leo said. “The 
University and its athletic programs have been 
such an important part of our friendship.”

“Ohio State gives us a sense of pride that will 
never diminish,” Michael said. “We wouldn’t be 
who we are without our family, our friends and our 
great university.”

In addition to the teamwork detailed above, both 
couples also support the university in other ways. 
Michael and Kitty began their adventure as friends 
of Ohio State in 1998 by making a donation to 
the medical center to assist with stroke victim 
recovery. Kitty, a long-time pharmacist, along with 
her husband Michael, were then able to help 
with setting up a pharmacy scholarship two years 

later in 2000. The Kouries' first athletics-based gift came in 2002, 
supporting a football scholarship.

Leo and Bev are no strangers to partnering with OSU Athletics 
either, establishing the Brennan Athletic scholarship in 2011 in honor 
of their daughter, Kim, a competitive swimmer, and in memory of 
their son, Lee, who was a Junior Olympic diver. The scholarship 
supports a member of Ohio State swimming and diving team. 

HOW FIRM THY FRIENDSHIP

From biology class to Buckeye bond – The story of the Brennans and the Kouries

 “WE WOULDN’T 
BE WHO WE 

ARE WITHOUT 
OUR FAMILY, 

OUR FRIENDS 
AND OUR GREAT 

UNIVERSITY.” 
MICHAEL KOURIE
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

TAYLOR HARRISON
Gymnastics • Suffolk, Va. • Sociology major

Taylor Harrison is a sophomore on the Ohio State women’s 
gymnastics team. The Suffolk, Va., native who qualified for the 
NCAA Championships as an individual in 2015, and set or tied 
career bests on uneven bars, balance beam, floor exercise and in 
the all-around in 2016.
 
What does the ‘Buckeyes Care’ mission mean to you?
It’s a great opportunity for us to get outside the gymnastics world 
and show the community our efforts outside the gym. It’s great to 
break out and show people we want to do things for both Ohio 
State and the community.
 
What has been the most impactful or memorable community 
service event for you personally?
We did a track meet for the blind earlier in the year and it was 
really inspiring to see what they were able to do despite being 
unable to see. It was pouring rain and I specifically remember 
one girl holding the line, running incredibly fast and we were all 
amazed by what she was able to do.
 

Why is ‘giving back’ important to you as an Ohio State 
student-athlete?
It’s important to give back because of what Ohio State has given 
us. The experience here is so amazing that giving back to the 
community is the least we can do.
 
If someone was contemplating involvement in community 
service as well, what would you say to encourage them to 
take the next step and get involved?
Sharing our experience and the feeling you get after helping 
others is probably the best way to encourage others to get 
involved, because it really is incredible.
 
What are some charitable organizations, events, projects, etc. 
which you are interested in backing in the future?
A gymnast on our team, Michelle Burns, interns with SportsLife 
and that’s something I’d definitely be interested in. It’s a great way 
to stay involved with gymnastics, but also help host community 
service events for them.

THE EXPERIENCE 
HERE IS SO 
AMAZING THAT 
GIVING BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY 
IS THE LEAST WE 
CAN DO.



P  614.292.9908       E  BuckeyeClub@osu.edu                /OSUBuckeyeClub           OSUBuckeyeClub

RECENT GRADUATE 
PROGRAM

JOIN THE BUCKEYE CLUB!
Support student-athlete scholarships

LETTERWINNERS 
LEVEL 
The Buckeye Club now offers all former 
letterwinners the same benefits including 
the opportunity to purchase two season 
tickets for the 2016 season!

Upon joining the Recent Graduate Program, 
members will begin a 5-year graduated donor 
scale for ticket eligibility.

www.BuckeyeClub.org 
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SUPPORT YOUR BUCKEYES  go.osu.edu/BuckeyesForever 

The Ohio State University Department of Athletics is 
one of the most visible, respected and accomplished 
programs in the nation.  It ranks among the largest by 
two important measures – number of student-athletes 
(over 900) and number of sports (36).  Remaining in the 
forefront of scholarship, innovation and intercollegiate 
competition requires an incredible commitment from a 
generous group of supporters.

The Buckeye Club is the fundraising umbrella of Ohio 
State Athletics and provides a way for individuals and 
organizations to help our talented young people receive 
a quality education and competitive experience.

The mission of the Buckeye Club is to directly support 
the overall goals of the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics by generating the funds for athletics grant-in-aid 
and scholarships for student-athletes in 36 varsity sports. 
It strives to embrace and engage the most dedicated 
Buckeye fans within the OSU community to further 
promote the passion and camaraderie that makes the 
University so unique.

Buckeyes Forever has been created to continue 
fulfilling the Buckeye Club’s mission. Ohio State 
University alumni and friends, who are dedicated to 
the continued success of Buckeye student-athletes, 
can make a lasting impact on the program by giving to 
the Department of Athletics through a planned gift.

BUCKEYES

Securing the Future of Ohio State Athletics Today
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BUCKEYES LENDING A HAND TO THAT STATE UP NORTH

WATER DRIVE

The Ohio State University Department of Athletics organized a 
water drive in support of Flint, Mich., during the month of February. 
Buckeye student-athletes, staff, alumni and fans were encouraged 
to donate bottled water at home athletics events hosted at the 
Jerome Schottentein Center, starting with the men’s ice hockey 
game on Feb. 12. 

The relief effort accepted water donations – cases of water bottles, 
gallon jugs or large containers – piled into the Ohio State Football 
equipment semi truck. 

On the night his No. 21 uniform was retired and hung in the rafters, 
Evan Turner and fellow men’s basketball alumni including current 
Boston Celtics teammate Jared Sullinger got in on the action and 
made their water contributions prior to the hoops victory over 
Michigan on Feb. 16.

The water crisis hit particularly close to home for a couple of 
Buckeye athletics folks. Pete Hanson, 32nd-year head coach of 
the Ohio State men’s volleyball team, was born and raised in Flint, 

graduating from Flint Northwestern High School. Hanson and 
Detroit native Asia Doss from the women’s basketball team both 
encouraged fans to join the cause.

Drinking water in the city of Flint, located approximately 60 miles 
northwest of Detroit, first became contaminated with lead in April 
2014 while the city was under the control of a state-appointed 
emergency manager.

The city began temporarily drawing its drinking water from the 
Flint River and treating it at the city water treatment plant while it 
waited for a new water pipeline to Lake Huron to be completed. 
The Department of Environmental Quality failed to require needed 
chemicals to be added to the corrosive Flint River water and, as a 
result, lead seeped from pipes and fixtures into the drinking water.

A state of emergency was declared Jan. 5, followed by a federal 
state of emergency by President Obama Jan. 16.



SOLES 4 SOULS

After a successful 2015 trip to Costa Rica collaborating with 
Soles4Souls, a charitable organization that collects shoes and 
redistributes them through direct donations to people in need and 
through micro-enterprise partners, the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics is sponsoring two journeys in the summer of 2016. 

The first Soles4Souls excursion will send the Buckeyes to Jamaica 
in May before an August trek to Bolivia. In preparation for the 
expanded involvement, Ohio State hosted shoe drives at various 
athletics events throughout the winter. Trip participants will both 
immerse themselves in the local cultures of Jamaica and Bolivia 
while also being exposed to the impact giving a pair of shoes can 
have on a community.

More than 1,050 pairs of shoes were sent to Defiance, Ohio 
earlier this month as part of a BuckeyesCare initiative to support 
Soles4Souls, a not-for-profit committed to fighting poverty through 
the collection and distribution of shoes and clothing. Over 20 
student-athletes will travel with Soles4Souls for international 
service learning experiences in partnership with SASSO.

“It was awesome to see how involved everyone in the community 
was,” Kylie Randall, a junior women’s volleyball student-athlete, 
said after helping collect shoes at home basketball and hockey 
games during the month of February.

Randall will be traveling to Jamaica with nine other student-
athletes this May. During the service trip Buckeyes will visit cities 
such as Kingston, Montego Bay, and Ocho Rios to distribute shoes 
to communities in need. Kylie felt the Columbus shoe drives were 
“a great hands on experience” that will prepare student-athlete 
travelers for the upcoming trips. In addition, 10 student-athletes will 
travel to Bolivia in August with Soles4Souls, which will be the first 
time the Ohio State Athletic Department has sent two separate 
groups of student-athlete leaders abroad.

Throughout the drive, the Schottenstein Center staff helped store 
the collection of shoes prior to shipment. Two Men and a Truck 
generously donated moving services to cover the transportation to 
Defiance, Ohio.

OHIO STATE DOUBLES SOLES4SOULS EFFORTS IN 2016
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The Ohio State University's Pay It Forward Program in collaboration 
with the Frank W. Hale Black Cultural Center celebrated its 17th 
year of the annual MLK Day of Service. While many students 
enjoyed the day off from classes on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
some instead chose to enjoy a day on, volunteering at over 50 
locations around the city of Columbus. Projects included literacy 
education, working with the youth, serving meals, office work, and 
other service experiences all paying tribute to the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. The day began with a musical celebration 
opening ceremony at the Ohio Union and ended with a group 
reflection at Hale Hall.

Amongst the volunteers were Ohio State student-athletes from 
the field hockey, women’s soccer, women’s tennis and fencing 
programs in attendance - ready and willing to make a difference in 
their community. Despite the fact that student-athletes' free time is 
very rare, many still chose to volunteer on their day off. Sophomore 
field hockey player Lauren Archibald agrees. 

"It's true we don't have that much free time as a student-athlete, but 
it's important to make time for things that matter,” Archibald said. 
“And giving back matters. It's nice to know we are helping out the 
community and representing Ohio State and ourselves in a positive 
way." 

Fellow teammate, sophomore Morgan Kile offered some insight 
as well. 

"Even though we are around each other everyday, it's not usually 
in an environment where we can relax and have fun. Not that 
practice and games aren't fun, but we are in an extremely focused 
mindset, working hard, and overcoming challenges. But getting to 
volunteer with these girls is fun because we get to laugh and enjoy 
our time while also making an impact and doing our part to better 
Columbus."

The field hockey team and other student-athletes spent their day at 
the historical Bosco Center in downtown Columbus. The women's 
soccer team spent their time giving back at Divine Mercy Ministries, 
while the women's tennis team volunteered at COSI Columbus. 
Fencing also participated in the day of service. 

"The whole team was very appreciative and grateful to the Cosi 
community for letting us join them for the day," Grainne O’Neill, 
a senior on the women’s tennis team, said. "It was a brilliant 
experience and a great way to give back to the Columbus 
community."

As the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, "The ultimate 
measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort 
and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy." 

Instead of being cuddled up under a blanket, relaxing in comfort in 
a warm home, many student-athletes chose to forgo their own day 
off to volunteer their time and stand with others to participate in 
community service and celebrate Dr. King. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY OF SERVICE
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STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

ALEX JOHNSON
Gymnastics • Marysville, Ohio • Political Science major

IT FEELS AMAZING 
TO BE ABLE TO 
ENGAGE WITH THE 
CITY AND HELP 
INSPIRE FUTURE 
GENERATIONS.

Alex Johnson, a senior captain on the Ohio State men’s 
gymnastics team, is a two-time All-American and the 2016 NCAA 
champion on high bar. Johnson is a leader for the Buckeyes 
in the gym, classroom and community. As a team captain for 
the past two seasons, he has been responsible for organizing 
a number of the team’s community service initiatives. The 
Marysville, Ohio native was a Big Ten Sportsmanship Award 
recipient in 2014.
 
What does the ‘Buckeyes Care’ mission mean to you?
Buckeyes Care is a great way for student-athletes to influence 
the community. It is a fun and impactful way we can make a 
change for the better within Central Ohio. It feels amazing to be 
able to engage with the city and help inspire future generations.
 
What has been the most impactful or memorable community 
service event for you personally?
My most memorable community service event was the Buckeye 
Blanket Bash. For this event, many student-athletes, students at 
OSU and community members created blankets for patients at 
The James Cancer Hospital, in hopes of providing a handmade 
blanket to every bed in the hospital. This was a fun activity and 
made me feel as if I was making a direct impact for patients at 
The James.
 
Why is ‘giving back’ important to you as an Ohio State 
student-athlete?
Giving back to the community is extremely important for me as a 
student-athlete. Having the privilege of being student-athletes, 
we all have a very influential platform we can use to help inspire 

hope in the community around us. As a student-athlete, there 
are always people following what you do and how you are 
representing the University. By giving back to the community, I 
feel proud to represent Ohio State. I hope families, children and 
companies in Columbus can see the great things OSU is doing 
around the community.
 
If someone was contemplating involvement in community 
service as well, what would you say to encourage them to 
take the next step and get involved?
I would let this person know that I, too, was unsure about my 
involvement in the community at first. However, after I completed 
my first community service event, the feeling of excitement is 
overwhelming. I felt I had a real impact in the lives of people 
around Columbus. I would tell them the impact that meant the 
most to me was not how I gave back to the community, but how 
the events I participated in changed me and created a desire to 
give back on a more regular basis.
 
What are some charitable organizations, events, projects, etc. 
which you are interested in backing in the future?
I am very interested in supporting St. Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital. I have a passion for working with children and by 
backing St. Jude’s, my hope is their research will lead to curing 
pediatric cancer. By curing pediatric cancer, researchers not only 
give future generations an opportunity to experience life and the 
world around us, but they also open the door for applying their 
knowledge into finding a cure for cancer as a whole, regardless 
of the age of the patient. 

2016 NCAA NATIONAL CHAMPION - HIGH BAR



12 SEASONS PASS

“It’s been truly rewarding 
to watch our students 
get engaged in pre-trip 
community service. All 
of us in the department 
are looking forward to 
hearing each student's 
reflections of their time 
abroad; it’s been a true 
gift watching student-
athletes from a variety 
of teams allow serving 
others to be common 
place where they are 
growing and learning 
from one another.” 
– Cierra Gillison, SASSO Athletic Academic Counselor
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BEING A BUCKEYE
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Tyler Richardson previously attended 
Middle Tennessee State University, where 
she was an All American, the weather was 
great and she made lasting friendships. 
However, she didn’t feel it was the right fit 
and was given an opportunity to transfer to 
Ohio State.

Richardson speaks highly about her 
transition to Ohio State because it allowed 
her to experience things that not every 
college athlete is able to go through. 
She explained that “making this transition 
taught me to never take anything for 
granted and to take advantage of every 
situation you are in.” 

“There is so much tradition here at Ohio 
State, which is one thing I love about 
attending this school. There are certain 
things we do before every game that have 
been passed down for years. For example, 
after every home game we sing Carmen 
Ohio. These traditions might be small, but it 
reminds me that I’m playing for something 
bigger than myself. I’m playing for my 
school, the tradition, and the people that 
were on the team before me.” Richardson 
said. “I am happy to be a Buckeye and am 
allowed to be a part of something bigger 
than myself and able to compete in the 
toughest conference for volleyball.”
 

WHAT BEING A BUCKEYE MEANS TO ME

TYLER RICHARDSON  |  VOLLEYBALL

“Tyler adds so much to our team. She works hard, she is 
a mentor to our younger players and she is an amazing 
chemistry kid.  I’m so glad she chose to come and be a 
part of our family.” – Coach Geoff Carlston 
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BUCKEYES CARE DAY

More than 2,000 people enjoyed a day at French 
Field House with Buckeye student-athletes, coaches 
and staff members during the 2015 Buckeyes Care 
Day. Pizza, sports and a ton of smiles were all on 
display prior to the Sept. 26 football game versus 
Western Michigan as the Ohio State Department of 
Athletics held its second annual Buckeyes Care Day.

“We know we are blessed every single day to be 
embedded in the great city of Columbus,” Gene 
Smith, Director of Athletics and University Vice 
President Gene Smith said. “We also know there 
is a tremendous responsibility with that. We need 
to make sure we will do everything that we can 
for the young people in our community to have a 
remarkable experience in Buckeye land.”

More than 600 pizzas were ordered from event 
sponsor/partner Donatos for those in attendance 
to enjoy, while 11 Ohio State varsity programs were 
present for a meet and greet with the youth. Twenty-
three community organizations, which all have made 
an important impact around the state of the Ohio, 
were also invited to Buckeyes Care Day. 

“Buckeyes Care is a chance for young people to 
come to this facility and interact with our student-
athletes and have a chance to go to some of our 
contests that they otherwise might not have the 
opportunity to do so. Hopefully this inspires them to 
go to college someday and get an education. I want 
to thank all our sponsors for their continued support 
of Buckeyes Care.”

There were plenty of activities to take part in. Kids 
could pass around the soccer ball, work on their 
shot in front of the lacrosse goal or even try out their 
quarterback skills at the inflatable target.  

The Ohio State women’s swimming team was seen 
working on their accuracy with the football, while 
the Ohio State divers had a handstand contest 
with Brutus and the Ohio State cheerleading squad 
before the program.

“We are very fortunate to be student-athletes at 
this great university,” Cheyenne Meek, Ohio State 
sophomore women’s swimmer, said. “It’s awesome 
to see these kids out here enjoying themselves. I 
hope this experience encourages them to attend 
college one day and excel in their classes.”

“I’m really proud to be a part of an athletics 
department that cares about people who are less 
fortunate than we are,” Colin Zeng, sophomore 
men’s diver, said. “This day helps us see what else is 
outside of our world. We live in our own box with our 
busy schedules during the year. It’s not all about us, 
but the community around us as well.”

The day capped off with a group photo filled with 
grins from one side to the other at French Field 
House.

BUCKEYES CARE DAY 2015 GROWS SUBSTANTIALLY IN SECOND RUNNING

“IT’S AWESOME 
TO SEE THESE 
KIDS OUT HERE 
ENJOYING 
THEMSELVES. I 
HOPE THIS 
EXPERIENCE 
ENCOURAGES 
THEM TO ATTEND 
COLLEGE ONE 
DAY AND EXCEL IN 
THEIR CLASSES.” 

– CHEYENNE MEEK,
WOMEN'S SWIMMING



 SPRING 2016 17

STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

FERNY ANGELES PAZ
Tennis • Lima, Peru • Mechanical Engineering major

Ferny Angeles Paz is a junior on the Buckeye women’s tennis 
team, which has been ranked as high as first in the nation this 
season. A native of Lima, Peru, she has been an ITA Scholar-
Athlete and an Academic All-Big Ten selection.

What does the ‘Buckeyes Care’ mission mean to you?
I love being able to give back to the community. I'm of the 
belief that the amount of hard work and dedication you put into 
something will determine its outcome. In the same way, I believe 
that what you give you will get back, and giving is a way of being 
thankful for all the things you get in life. As an Ohio State student-
athlete, we get many opportunities and are surrounded by such 
great people, but not everyone is as fortunate as us. The Buckeyes 
Care program allows us as student-athletes to leave our mark in 
the community and help us grow as more responsible citizens.

What has been the most impactful or memorable community 
service event for you personally?
I have two favorites. One of them is Buddy Up Tennis, which 
we get to do every year and it's always such an enjoyable 
experience. Buddy Up is a program to guide kids and adults with 
Down’s syndrome to play tennis through fitness exercises. The 
person volunteering is paired up with an athlete and they form a 
team that engages in the assigned athletic activities. It's such a 
great way to form friendships and talk to little kids or young adults 
that are so lovely and charismatic that make you want to come 
back again to keep helping with the program.

My other favorite was volunteering for the Special Olympics 
Ohio State Summer Games. My team signed up for helping with 
the logistics of the tennis matches during last summer's Special 
Olympics. It was very inspiring to see all the participants play and 
have fun overcoming any limitations that they had and still being 
very competitive. It was a great event to get to know other people 
that enjoy volunteering and that have been doing it for years. 

Why is ‘giving back’ important to you as an Ohio State 
student-athlete?
As my coach would say, we as student-athletes sometimes don't 
realize how lucky we are. We are given so many opportunities 

and are surrounded by so many amazing people that we forget 
about the little things. The fact that Ohio State encourages 
student-athletes and provides plenty of opportunities for athletes 
to pay it forward throughout the Buckeyes Care program is really 
awesome. I've been taught since I was a little kid to be thankful 
for what I have and that I should always be willing to share what 
I have with others. As a student-athlete, especially at Ohio State, 
you have so many people following you that it's important to set 
a good example and the Buckeyes Care program allows us to do 
so.

If someone was contemplating involvement in community 
service as well, what would you say to encourage them to 
take the next step and get involved?
You never know who you are helping and how much you are 
helping others when you get involved in community service. 
People who you’re helping might be going through the hardest 
time of their lives or simply joining for fun like the Buddy Up 
program. They might be a relative of yours struggling with a 
serious disease or they could be a total stranger. I think that is 
the wonder of social service – your help can literally change 
someone’s life. 

What are some charitable organizations, events, projects, etc. 
which you are interested in backing in the future? 
I love doing the Buddy Up program so I'll probably keep doing 
that. I'd like to get more involved with the 2nd and Seven 
Foundation as well as the YWCA. At Ohio State we always have 
community service opportunities and the athletic department 
does a good job of letting us know about camps and future 
events coming up. I also know a friend that works in an 
international relief and development organization which provides 
international individuals from poor communities with economic 
support and education assistance here in America. Coming 
from a different country, I would be very happy to help out 
internationally and in the U.S. as well.



ERIKA LEONARD
SENIOR | FIRST BASE/CATCHER

CINCINNATI, OHIO

Erika Leonard, a redshirt senior on the Ohio State softball team, 
is in her final season with the Scarlet and Gray following up on 
what was a record-breaking 2015 campaign. Last spring, she 
hit .414 and drove in 60 runs (including 37 in 23 conferences 
games - the most in the history of the Big Ten Conference). 
What are her plans for an encore this year?
 
“I want to do whatever our team needs to win games,” Leonard 
said. “If that’s driving in runs, getting on base, playing great 
defense – it doesn’t really matter to me. RBIs are a direct result 
of people getting on in front of me, so that’s something I share 
with my teammates. I hope that I can set the tone and help to 
make us the dynamic offense that we were in 2015.”
 
Dynamic indeed. The Buckeyes set school records last year 
for home runs, batting average, runs scored and extra base 
hits. Leonard, along with fellow seniors Maddy McIntyre and 
Cammi Prantl, were at the core of that. Leonard was a First 
Team All-Big Ten and Second Team All-Region selection and 
this year is a candidate for the Senior CLASS Award, given 
as a representation of a player’s athletic contributions and 
community service activities.
 
A native of Cincinnati, Leonard spent one season at Florida 
State before transferring to Ohio State. The experience, she 
says, has changed her for the better.
 
“Being a student-athlete here has been everything I could have 
hoped for. I’m very fortunate to receive a scholarship at a world-
class university while playing the sport I love. I know there are 
many loyal former Buckeyes who have made that happen and I 
couldn’t possibly thank them enough.”
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"Being a student-athlete here has been 
everything I could have hoped for. I’m 
very fortunate to receive a scholarship 
at a world-class university while playing 
the sport I love."

SCHOLARSHIP PROFILE
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BUCKEYES THROW ON THEIR 
DANCING SHOES

BuckeyeThon is the largest, student-run philanthropy at Ohio 
State. With an ultimate goal of ending childhood cancer, 
BuckeyeThon raises money to support the kids treated at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. BuckeyThon hosts events and 
activities throughout the year and Ohio State student-athletes 
love to get involved with the largest event of them all … the 
annual Dance Marathon which brings together thousands of 
Buckeyes in The Ohio Union.

The largest event of its kind in the country at more than 5,000 
participants includes OSU student-athletes from numerous 
teams, along with mascot Brutus Buckeye, all stopping by to cut 
a rug for charity. Proceeds raised from the BuckeyeThon events 
this past year exceeded $1.3 million.

BUCKEYES TACKLING ILLITERACY

Feb. 7 was a Super Sunday and not just because of the 50th 
edition of the NFL's championship game. Each year, the date 
marks Second and Seven Day, an annual celebration for the 
foundation to fight illiteracy established by former Buckeye football 
standouts Ryan Miller, Mike Vrabel and Luke Fickell. On Feb. 7 and 
throughout the month, Ohio State student-athletes visited schools 
in central Ohio to read to young students and promote literacy.

The foundation focuses on serving schools with economically 
disadvantaged kids and communities where we can make the 
biggest impact. With that in mind, we created the "Tackle Illiteracy" 
program.
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CHRIS MAHONEY
Lacrosse • Shoreham, N.Y. • Mathematics

IT'S ABOUT 
REALIZING THAT 
MY EXPERIENCES 
AND EFFORTS 
CAN POSITIVELY 
IMPACT YOUTH
AND CONNECT 
WITH OTHERS.

Chris Mahoney, from Shoreham, N.Y., is a senior on the nationally 
ranked Buckeye men’s lacrosse team, which has reached the 
NCAA quarterfinals two of the last three seasons. He and the 
Buckeyes are regularly among the nation’s leaders in goals 
allowed per game.

What does the ‘Buckeyes Care’ mission mean to you?
The 'Buckeyes Care' mission is an opportunity for myself and 
fellow student-athletes at The Ohio State University to express 
our gratitude for what the Columbus community has done for us. 
To me, it's about realizing that my experiences and efforts can 
positively impact youth and connect with others who may not have 
the same privileges I do. 
 
What has been the most impactful or memorable community 
service event for you personally?
The most memorable experience I had was when the whole 
men's lacrosse team went to visit members at the Heinzerling 
Foundation. The Heinzerling Foundation is a residential facility 
where those affected by severe developmental disabilities are 
provided a loving and nurturing environment. The residents 
showed their own individual way of expressing happiness when 
we took them on a treasure hunt and played volleyball, bowling 
and bingo. It not only provided them with a few hours of joy, but it 
provided our team with a humbling, powerful epiphany that we are 
a part of something much bigger than ourselves.
 

Why is ‘giving back’ important to you as an Ohio State 
student-athlete?
I'm a firm believer in the idea that giving back induces a 
contagious behavior. The more I can give back, the greater 
exponential difference becomes possible. Leveraging my status 
as a student-athlete at The Ohio State University in a positive way 
can have powerful effects on those I come across throughout my 
journey.
 
If someone was contemplating involvement in community 
service as well, what would you say to encourage them to 
take the next step and get involved?
One thing I've learned from being a part of a team, is how to be a 
great teammate. One way to do so is what my team describes as 
becoming a 'come with me' teammate. So, if someone were to ask 
me, I would show them by bringing them with me and experience 
the feeling of building community goodwill. 
 
What are some charitable organizations, events, projects, etc. 
which you are interested in backing in the future?
The men's lacrosse team and I have volunteered for the 2nd and 
Seven Foundation repeatedly for all four of my years here. I think 
promoting qualities essential for success and enrichment of life 
such as literacy in areas that may not have the same privileges 
as others is a duty as a member of this community. Also, the 
Special Olympics organization, especially the trials held in Upper 
Arlington's high school pool, holds a special place in my heart.

 SPRING 2016 21

STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT



RESEARCH 
Build knowledge and better 

practices in the areas of youth 
development, social work and 

physical activity, as well as, 
inform youth development policy. 

In 2014–2015…

The program’s national initiative focuses 
on three primary strategies:

78.9%
80.6%
77.7%

of participants indicated that at LiFEsports, 
they learned to get along with others.

indicated that they had enhanced their 
sport skills through LiFEsports.

of LiFEsports youth indicated that because of this 
program, they are interested in going to college.

LiFEsports (Learning in Fitness and Education through Sports) – a unique partnership 
between The Ohio State University’s College of Social work, Department of Athletics, and 
Department of Recreational Sports – aims to advance the practice of youth development 
nationally and internationally by increasing the number and quality of sport and recreation 
programs available to youth, especially those with vulnerable circumstances.

SERVICE & OUTREACH 
Increase the number and quality 

of sport and recreational programs 
that are designed to promote 

positive youth development among 
at-risk youth.

TEACHING & LEARNING 
Increase the number of highly-

skilled youth development 
professionals in the field.

www.osulifesports.org
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NCAA MEN’S LACROSSE QUARTERFINALS IN COLUMBUS

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
NCAA.com/Lacrosse

MAY 22, 2016 

 SHARE
EXPERIENCE

THE
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Like   •   Comment   •    Share

get connected with us 

Home of the LARGEST social community in ALL of collegiate athletics
With more than three million fans across all social media outlets, Ohio State Buckeyes can 
once again call themselves THE BEST FANS IN THE LAND!

APRIL 6 
National Student-Athlete Day
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OLIVIA DiCARLANTONIO
Lacrosse • Wellington, Florida • Public Health major

GIVING BACK 

PROMOTES 

COMMUNITY AND 

PERSONAL GROWTH 

BY BRINGING PEOPLE 

TOGETHER IN A 

POSITIVE MANNER.

Senior Olivia DiCarlantonio is the epitome of a student-athlete, 
one all athletes should look up to. Over the last four years she has 
played an integral role in helping Ohio State to two consecutive 
NCAA tournaments and more wins than any other senior class. Off 
the field, she is a four-time OSU scholar-athlete and is on pace to 
graduate in December with a degree in Public Health. This season, 
Olivia made a significant contribution off the field by creating “The 
Little Things” service project, which helps collect and distribute 
toiletries to the Van Buren Center, a homeless shelter here in 
Columbus. 

What does the ‘Buckeyes Care’ mission mean to you?
To me, the Buckeyes Care mission is my responsibility of giving 
back. I would not be in the position I am today without the help 
of hundreds of people, some of whom unknowingly made the 
strongest impacts on my life. I hope to influence or better a 
person’s life in the same way.
 
What has been the most impactful or memorable community 
service event for you personally?
The Little Things is an organization I created that is devoted to 
the homeless population of Columbus, Ohio. The Little Things 
calls upon Ohio State student-athletes and athletic department 
employees to collect toiletries from hotels during their travels. 
These toiletries are then donated to The Van Buren Center, a 
Community Board Shelter. The most impactful memory I can recall 
from my involvement with The Little Things was an email I received 
from a ten-year-old girl’s father. He informed me that his daughter 
was a die-hard OSU women’s lacrosse fan who loved our program 
so much that she was celebrating her birthday party at one of our 
games. He continued to explain that his daughter decided she 
would ask for people to buy toiletries to donate to The Little Things 

as her birthday gifts this year. This was the most eye-opening 
experience I have ever had and am thankful for such a giving 
Buckeye community.
 
Why is ‘giving back’ important to you as an Ohio State 
student-athlete?
Giving back promotes community and personal growth by bringing 
people together in a positive manner.  Specifically, as an Ohio 
State student-athlete, giving back to the community means giving 
back to our fans. We would not be the athletics department we are 
today if it were not for Buckeye Nation. They deserve to feel as 
appreciated as they make us feel.
 
If someone were contemplating involvement in community 
service as well, what would you say to encourage him or her 
to take the next step and get involved?
I would tell them being involved in the community is not an extra 
good deed done, but the right thing to do. So often I hear people 
saying that they do not have time to get involved, but I believe 
community service is something you make time for. I would let him 
or her know that there are smaller, more time-manageable service 
projects you could start with that you could continue to build on.

What are some charitable organizations, events, projects, etc. 
which you are interested in backing in the future?
Aside from my desire to spread The Little Things to other 
universities throughout the country, I love working with Habitat 
for Humanity. Their organization is not only a phenomenal way to 
better people’s quality of life but it allows for the volunteers to learn 
how to appreciate what they have.  My ultimate goal would be to 
travel outside of the country to build homes.

STUDENT-ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT



FOOTBALL TAKES ACTION

I’ve seen all the different 
cultures across this country 
and there’s a culture in the 
Midwest and a culture 
certainly in this area. And 
that culture is not just from 
Woody Hayes but he was 
a big part of it, with Bo 
Schembechler and all that, 
there was a culture of a 
pay forward mentality. It’s 
community involvement, a 
premium placed on 
academics, community 
service, toughness, and 
doing things the right way. 
This is our way of adding 
on to that.

Urban Meyer Head Coach
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IT’S RAINING CATS AND … TEDDY BEARS?

Brand-new, plastic-wrapped stuffed animals descended onto the ice in February 
as the Ohio State ice hockey programs hosted ‘Teddy Bear Toss’ nights. Fans 
were encouraged to toss stuffed animal donations onto the playing surface at a 
specified time, all of which were collected and donated to the Ronald McDonald 
House of Central Ohio. The men’s program started what’s become a February 
tradition back in 2011 and is now running six years strong. Nearly 500 stuffed 
animals were donated in 2016.

TEDDY BEAR TOSS
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FOOD SERVICES | SERVING WITH A SMILE
Several times a year waves of players assist at two Columbus food service locations – the Mid-Ohio Foodbank 

and LifeCare Alliance – by packing boxes of food and building trays of food for senior citizens and others in need.



BUCKEYE CHAMPIONS
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Eleanor Harvey - NCAA Champion, 
women's fencing foil

Pistol - NCAA Champions, 3-Peat

Maximilien Chastanet - NCAA Champion, 
men's fencing foil

Emma Baranski - NCAA Champion, 
synchronized swimming solo

Alex Johnson - NCAA Champion, 
men's gymnastics high bars

Myles Martin - NCAA Champion, 
wreslting

Kyle Snyder - NCAA Champion, wreslting
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